#3kx¢] UNIVERSITY
il OF WOLLONGONG
¢ ¥ AUSTRALIA

University of Wollongong - Research Online

Thesis Collection

Title: Heidegger and the mystery of being
Author: Marion Reddan

Year: 2009

Repository DOI:

Copyright Warning

You may print or download ONE copy of this document for the purpose of your own research or study. The
University does not authorise you to copy, communicate or otherwise make available electronically to any
other person any copyright material contained on this site.

You are reminded of the following: This work is copyright. Apart from any use permitted under the Copyright
Act 1968, no part of this work may be reproduced by any process, nor may any other exclusive right be
exercised, without the permission of the author. Copyright owners are entitled to take legal action against
persons who infringe their copyright. A reproduction of material that is protected by copyright may be a
copyright infringement. A court may impose penalties and award damages in relation to offences and
infringements relating to copyright material.

Higher penalties may apply, and higher damages may be awarded, for offences and infringements involving
the conversion of material into digital or electronic form.

Unless otherwise indicated, the views expressed in this thesis are those of the author and do not necessarily
represent the views of the University of Wollongong.

Research Online is the open access repository for the University of Wollongong. For further information
contact the UOW Library: research-pubs@uow.edu.au


https://dx.doi.org/
mailto:research-pubs@uow.edu.au

University of Wollongong

Research Online

%Jgisvéle_rzs&yf)of Wollongong Thesis Collection University of Wollongong Thesis Collections

2009

Heidegger and the mystery of being

Marion Reddan
University of Wollongong

Follow this and additional works at: https://ro.uow.edu.au/theses

University of Wollongong
Copyright Warning
You may print or download ONE copy of this document for the purpose of your own research or study. The University
does not authorise you to copy, communicate or otherwise make available electronically to any other person any
copyright material contained on this site.

You are reminded of the following: This work is copyright. Apart from any use permitted under the Copyright Act
1968, no part of this work may be reproduced by any process, nor may any other exclusive right be exercised,
without the permission of the author. Copyright owners are entitled to take legal action against persons who infringe
their copyright. A reproduction of material that is protected by copyright may be a copyright infringement. A court
may impose penalties and award damages in relation to offences and infringements relating to copyright material.

Higher penalties may apply, and higher damages may be awarded, for offences and infringements involving the

conversion of material into digital or electronic form.

Unless otherwise indicated, the views expressed in this thesis are those of the author and do not necessarily

represent the views of the University of Wollongong.

Recommended Citation
Reddan, Marion, Heidegger and the mystery of being, PhD thesis, School of English Literatures,
Philosophy and Language, University of Wollongong, 2009. http://ro.uow.edu.au/theses/825

Research Online is the open access institutional repository for the University of Wollongong. For further information
contact the UOW Library: research-pubs@uow.edu.au


https://ro.uow.edu.au/
https://ro.uow.edu.au/theses
https://ro.uow.edu.au/theses
https://ro.uow.edu.au/thesesuow
https://ro.uow.edu.au/theses?utm_source=ro.uow.edu.au%2Ftheses%2F825&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages

NOTE

This online version of the thesis may have different page formatting and pagination
from the paper copy held in the University of Wollongong Library.

UNIVERSITY OF WOLLONGONG

COPYRIGHT WARNING

You may print or download ONE copy of this document for the purpose of your own research or
study. The University does not authorise you to copy, communicate or otherwise make available
electronically to any other person any copyright material contained on this site. You are
reminded of the following:

Copyright owners are entitled to take legal action against persons who infringe their copyright. A
reproduction of material that is protected by copyright may be a copyright infringement. A court
may impose penalties and award damages in relation to offences and infringements relating to
copyright material. Higher penalties may apply, and higher damages may be awarded, for
offences and infringements involving the conversion of material into digital or electronic form.




HEIDEGGER AND THE MYSTERY OF BEING

A thesis submitted in fulfillment
of the requirements for the award of the degree

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY

from

UNIVERSITY OF WOLLONGONG

by

Marion Reddan MA

School of English Literatures, Philosophy and Language

2009



TABLE OF CONTENTS

Certification
Acknowledgements
Abbreviations
Abstract

Introduction

CHAPTER ONE: HEIDEGGER AND PLATO

1.1 Metaphysics and the Presocratics
1.2 Plato and the cosmos

1.3 The first discourse

1.4 The creation of time

1.5 The second discourse

1.6 The third discourse

1.7 “Timaeus” and being

CHAPTER TWO: THE ORIGINS OF METAPHYSICS

2.1 The rise of metaphysics
2.2 Ontotheology and the ontological difference
2.3 Experiencing the nothing

CHAPTER THREE: EXPLORING THE EXPERIENTIAL

3.1 The medievals and religious experience
3.2 Being and the transcendental

3.3 Phenomenology and life

il

Page
vi
vil

viii

X1

15
16
20
21
24
26
32
33

41
41
46
48

56
57
58
60



3.4 Human experience in the world
3.5 The care structure

3.6 Temporality

3.7 Death

3.8 Beyond Being and Time

CHAPTER FOUR: THE PROBLEM OF THE BODY
4.1 Heidegger’s conception of the body

4.2 Conflicting interpretations of Heidegger’s position

4.3 Critical evaluations of Heidegger

4.4 An alternative approach

CHAPTER FIVE: TEMPORALITY

5.1 Defining temporality

5.2 World-time

5.3 Projection, sequentiality, and the in-order-to
5.4 From world-time to ordinary time

5.5 Where times coalesce

5.6 The general problem of derivation

CHAPTER SIX: AUTHENTICITY, THE BODY, AND

BEING-TOWARDS-DEATH
6.1 Death as possibility
6.2 Interpreting death
6.3 Birth
6.4 Ontology and authenticity

iii

62
67
69
72
73

77
77
81
83
87

97

98
103
107
109
112
115

117
118
121

128
132



CHAPTER SEVEN: READINESS-TO-HAND, WORLD,
AND THE ONTIC

7.1 The origins of readiness-to-hand
7.2 Theoretical and practical interests
7.3 Defining the being of entities

7.4 A priority and world

7.5 The natural world

7.6 The ontological and Kant

7.7 Distinguishing the ontological

7.8 Being and the ontic

CHAPTER EIGHT: TRUTH AND THE TRANSCENDENTAL

8.1 Unconcealedness and correctness
8.2 Disclosedness, essence, and being
8.3 Uncoveredness and world disclosure
8.4 The problem of essence

8.5 Uncoveredness and unconcealment
8.6 Science and the projection of being
8.7 Beyond the transcendental

8.7 The truth of being

8.8 Metontology and the Nothing

8.9 Towards originary difference

CHAPTER NINE: BELONGING TO BEING
9.1 Aristotle and kinesis

9.2 Ereignis and the two beginnings

9.3 Interpreting Ereignis

9.4 Ereignis as existing reality, present possibility, or future event

v

135
136
140
144
146
153
156
157
160

165
167
169
171
177
179
182
187
191
192
197

201
202
205
211
215



CHAPTER TEN: EREIGNIS, EPOCHS, AND DIFFERENCE 223

10.1 Epochs and the sending of being 224
10.2 The human response to epochs 227
10.3 Critical assessments 228
10.4 Ereignis and difference 232

CHAPTER ELEVEN: LANGUAGE, THE APEIRON, CHORA 243

11.1 Différance 244
11.2 Heidegger and language 246
11.3 Language and Ereignis 248
11.4 Language and the fourfold 250
11.5 Originary difference as concept and experience 251
11.6 Anaximander and the apeiron 255
11.7 The apeiron, chora, and originary difference 258
CHAPTER TWELVE: MYSTICISM AND BEING 266
12.1 Originary difference and mystical experience 268
12.2 Heidegger and mysticism 272
12.3 Eckhart and the Godhead 275
12.4 Eckhart’s God and Heidegger’s being 277
12.5 Derrida’s critique of Eckhart and Heidegger 280
12.6 Mysticism and originary difference 286
12.7 Originary difference and chora 291
CONCLUSION 301

BIBLIOGRAPHY 308



CERTIFICATION

I, Marion Reddan, declare that this thesis, submitted in fulfillment of the requirements
for the award of Doctor of Philosophy, in the Department of English Literatures,
Philosophy and Language, University of Wollongong, is wholly my own work unless
otherwise referenced or acknowledged. The document has not been submitted for a
degree at any other academic institution.

Marion Reddan

2 March 2009

vi



ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

Without my supervisor, Dr. Kim Atkins, this work would not have been possible. Kim
taught me the skills of writing, but whatever ability I may have acquired is inadequate
when it comes to expressing the debt of gratitude I owe her. With insight into my
needs, Kim encouraged me and inspired me, and despite the heavy demands on her
time, she was always available for me. Kim had an innate awareness of how to
balance critique and praise. Her diligence and meticulous attention to detail were
matched by her vision of what I could accomplish. It has been a privilege to learn
from her and to work with her.

The excellent reputation of the University of Wollongong is enhanced by the
outstanding contribution of the supporting staff. From librarians, administrators, and
the people involved in everyday practical matters, I have found a willingness to go
beyond the formal requirements of their duties, and to do everything possible to meet
the needs of students.

Of great value to me were the encouraging and helpful comments of my two
examiners, Dr. Tom Rockmore, Professor of Philosophy and McAnulty College
Distinguished Professor, Duquesne University, Pittsburgh, USA, and Dr. Jocelyn
Dunphy-Blomfield, Senior Lecturer, Department of Psychological Medicine, Monash
University, Melbourne, Australia.

I would also like to thank my family and friends for patiently enduring my seemingly
endless periods of withdrawal from the world. They helped me to believe that I would
eventually receive the due reward for years of struggle with the puzzles and
complexities of Heidegger’s thought.

vii



ABBREVIATIONS USED IN THIS STUDY

The following is a list of abbreviations used for Heidegger’s works:

BPP

BQP

BT

CP

DS

DT

EG

EGT

EHF

EHP

EP

HCT

ID

The Basic Problems of Phenomenology, trans. Albert Hofstadter,
Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 1982.

Basic Questions of Philosophy: Selected “Problems” of “Logic”, trans.
Richard Rojcewicz and André Schuwer, Bloomington: Indiana University
Press, 1994.

Being and Time, trans. John Macquarrie and Edward Robinson, Oxford:
Blackwell, 1962. (In the citations from this text, the English pagination
precedes the German.)

Contributions to Philosophy (From Enowning), trans. Parvis Emad and
Kenneth Maly, Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 1999.

Die Kategorien und Bedeutungslehre des Duns Scotus, Tiibingen: J. C. B.
Mohr, 1916.

Discourse on Thinking, trans. John M. Anderson and E. Hans Freund, New
York: Harper & Row, 1959.

“On the Essence of Ground,” in Pathmarks, ed. William McNeill, Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press, 1998.

Early Greek Thinking, trans. David F. Krell and F. A. Capuzzi, New York:
Harper & Row, 1975.

The Essence of Human Freedom: An Introduction to Philosophy, trans. Ted
Sadler, London: Continuum Books, 2005.

Elucidations of Holderlin’s Poetry, trans. Keith Hoeller, New York:
Humanity Books, 2000.

“The End of Philosophy and the Task of Thinking,” in Martin Heidegger:
Basic Writings, ed. David F. Krell, New York: Harper & Row, 1977.

History of the Concept of Time, trans. Theodore Kisiel, Bloomington: Indiana
University Press, 1985.

Identity and Difference, trans. Joan Stambaugh, New York: Harper & Row,
19609.

viii



I™

KPM

KTB

LH

MFL

N3

N4

OWL

PDT

PIK

PLT

QB

QCT

TB

TDP

WCT

An Introduction to Metaphysics, trans. Ralph Manheim, New Haven: Yale
University Press, 1973.

Kant and the Problem of Metaphysics, trans. Richard Taft, Bloomington:
Indiana University Press, 1997.

“Kant’s Thesis about Being,” trans. Ted E. Klein and William E. Pohl,
Southwestern Journal of Philosophy 4, no. 3, 1973: 7-33.

“Letter on Humanism,” in Martin Heidegger: Basic Writings, ed. David F.
Krell, New York: Harper & Row, 1977.

The Metaphysical Foundations of Logic, trans. Michael Heim, Bloomington:
Indiana University Press, 1984.

Nietzsche, Vol. 3, The Will to Power as Knowledge and as Metaphysics, trans.
Joan Stambaugh et al., San Francisco: Harper, 1987.

Nietzsche, Vol. 4, Nihilism, ed. David Krell, trans. Frank Capuzzi, New York:
Harper & Row, 1982.

On the Way to Language, trans. Peter D. Hertz, New York: Harper & Row,
1971.

“Plato’s Doctrine of Truth,” trans. Thomas Sheechan, in Pathmarks, ed.
William McNeill, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1998.

Phenomenological Interpretation of Kant’s Critique of Pure Reason, trans.
Parvis Emad and Kenneth Maly, Bloomington: Indiana University Press,
1997.

Poetry, Language, Thought, trans. Albert Hofstadter, New York: Harper &
Row, 1971.

The Question of Being, Bilingual edition, trans. William Kluback and Jean
Wilde, New York: Twayne Publishers, 1958.

The Question Concerning Technology and other Essays, trans. William
Lovitt, New York: Harper and Row, 1977.

On Time and Being, trans. Joan Stambaugh, New York: Harper & Row, 1972.

Towards the Definition of Philosophy, trans. Ted Sadler, London: The
Athlone Press, 2002.

“What calls for thinking,” in Martin Heidegger: Basic Writings, ed. David
Krell, New York: Harper & Row, 1977.

X



WT

WIM

ZS

What is a Thing? trans. William B. Barton, Jr. and Vera Deutsch, Chicago:
Henry Regnery Company, 1967.

“What is Metaphysics?” tr. Walter Kaufmann, in Pathmarks, ed. William
McNeill, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1998.

Zollikon Seminars: Protocols, Conversations, Letters, trans. Franz Mayr and
Richard Askay, Evanston: Northwestern University Press, 2001.



ABSTRACT

Martin Heidegger has been described as the philosopher of being. His work is a
critique of the dualistic thinking of the metaphysical tradition, where being is regarded
as a fundamental ground, and indubitable knowledge is prioritised over sensuous
experience. Heidegger’s own view is that being is an absence of ground, and a dynamic
process in which things emerge into presence from concealment. Whereas the tradition
interprets being as a concept, Heidegger focuses on what he describes as “the experience
of being.” His inquiry draws upon the medieval mystics’ relationship to God, and the
Presocratic philosophers’ experience of wonder at the mystery of existence.

In an attempt to understand being itself, Heidegger analyses the being of the
human, “Dasein.” He argues that because we find ourselves thrown into the world and
having to face the imminent possibility of death, we engage in a process of self-creation
by projecting ourselves into possibilities. In his later work, Heidegger presents the idea
that being and Dasein belong to each other, and can only be understood on the basis of
an originary form of difference that is both a union and a separation.

My theory is that the dualities structuring thought and language are a
consequence of our existence as embodied, spatio-temporal beings, and that metaphysics
is one of the ways in which that duality is expressed. I compare Heidegger’s notion of

originary difference with the concepts of chora in Plato, and the apeiron in

X1



Anaximander. The two Greek philosophers describe a dynamic, non-dual state of
potential from which everything that exists is generated and sustained. Such a state is
reflected in the interpretations of mystical experience, where subjects in various
traditions throughout history have reported a sense of oneness in the apparent dissolution
of the temporal and the spatial. In contrast to Heidegger’s later view that mysticism is an
expression of metaphysics, I propose that mystical experience is a pathway to the

experience of being.
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