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Abstract

This dissertation accompanies photographs taken in my role as a
photojournalist in the region under study. The photographs on CD
are a visual narrative in their own right while serving as part
of the overall text and they are referred to regularly throughout

the dissertation.

The past decade has seen a significant rise in armed conflict

throughout the established nations of Melanesia, as well as in
those still fighting for their independence. Thus some are wars
of independence, others are civil wars, while others are about

reclaiming traditional lands within an acknowledged nation state.

These coups and conflicts have resulted in humanitarian crises’,
the weakening of government authority and in several instances
such as Bougainville and the Solomon Islands, the intervention of

armed regional peacekeeping forces led by Australia.

What is at the root of these conflicts? In conducting
photojournalism, how can we better understand the conflicting
forces prevalent within Melanesian societies? This thesis will
argue that beyond the usual diagnosis of corruption, unemployment
and poor governance, there is a powerful spiritual component at
work — ie the role played by kastom and cult movements throughout

the region.
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These movements were often the embryo for nationalism during
colonial times and today they continue to play a significant role
in their societies and can be seen as something of a weather-bell
for the hopes and frustrations of island communities. They have
been responsible for instigating conflict and equally have been
instrumental in ending conflict and facilitating reconciliation.
Traditionally, kastom and cult movements have either been ignored
or actively suppressed by government authorities (white and
black) and by the established churches. However these movements
can also play a positive role in the development and stability of

island communities.

A better understanding and appreciation of these movements will
add a critical analytical tool to journalists working within the
region, who are often accused of superficial, “parachute”
journalism. The use of sorcery is rarely reported within the
mainstream press, yet it continues to have daily relevance for
Pacific islanders regardless of whether they are at war or peace.
A basic understanding of the role of kastom and cult movements
will help reduce the chance of journalistic misrepresentation of
big issues such as coupes in Fiji and civil war in the Solomon

Islands.

To better understand the socio-political landscape of Melanesia,

and so to write more accurately on issues affecting the region,



it is essential to come to terms with the spiritual world its
peoples inhabit. To do this I am using a methodology
incorporating large amounts of journalistic fieldwork (witnessing
and documenting rituals and first hand interviews with spiritual

leaders), with a study of previous academic work on the subject.

This overall research process is best described as Participatory
Action Research - a broad collection of scholarly activities
involving community, solidarity, consultation and commitment.
These were necessary to both my journalism in the first instance
and in conducting research for this thesis. Participatory Action
Research was able to identify any advantage and power between the
researcher and the studied - a central issue to the notion of
working with indigenous people, whether it be in journalism,

ethnography, film-making, diplomacy or defense.

The main case study for this thesis rests on Bougainville,
charting the history of Christian, kastom and cult activity there
over 100 years leading up to its war of independence from 1988-
1998, as well as following the evolution of these movements
throughout the war, the role they played in ending the war and in
facilitating a successful reconciliation process that has (so

far) brought peace to the embattled island.

One hundred and twenty images relating to various Christian,

kastom, cult and militant groups throughout Melanesia and



Australia are incorporated in the thesis in a CD sleeve,
including a section entitled Big Men with portraits of wvarious

leaders.

Vi



vii

Acknowledgements

I wish to thank my family for allowing the time and space needed
to complete the thesis. In print, Editors such as Peter Kerr at
the Sydney Morning Herald, Peter Holder at Men’s Style magazine
and those representing my work through Wildlight Photo Agency in
Sydney and Contact Press in Paris and New York - all have helped
keep me alive over the years. In the world of TV news and current
affairs, Executive Producers Mark Corcoran at ABC Foreign
Correspondent and Mike Carey at SBS Dateline have similarly
supported my Pacific ideas over the years. Ian Affleck and Shaune
Lakin at the Australian War Memorial have done me the honour of

purchasing a significant number of my photos for their archives.

I wish also to thank Dr. David Blackall, my Supervisor at
Wollongong University for stimulating ideas and methodology
around my thesis, plus my best friend and fellow photojournalist
Steve Dupont for his great friendship and support. I also
remember two great friends who died in the field: Richard Walker-

Powell and Mark Worth.

Finally, this thesis is also dedicated to the many Pacific
islanders and indigenous Australians who have shared their lives,
stories and thoughts with me, with such generosity of spirit,

over the years.



viii

BLACKFELLA ARMIES

KASTOM AND CONFLICT IN CONTEMPORARY MELANESIA

1994 - 2007.

TABLE OF CONTENTS:

Certification ii
Abstract iii
Acknowledgements vii

Chapter One:

1:1 INTRODUCTION 2

1.2 KASTOM 4

1.3 CARGO CULTS 6

1.4 FROM CULT TO RELIGION 10
1:5 CHRISTIAN HERESIES 11
1.6 KASTOM VERSUS CHRISTIANITY 13
1:7 KASTOM VERSUS COLONIALISM 14
1.8 INDEPENDENCE 16
1:9 POST-COLONIAL KASTOM 17
1:10 REGIONAL OVERVIEW OF CONTEMPORARY MOVEMENTS 18
1:11 METHODOLOGY 21
1.12 BOUGAINVILLE - A CASE STUDY 22
1.13 PARTICIPATORY ACTION RESEARCH 24
1.14 PHOTO DOCUMENTATION 32

1.15 LITERATURE REVIEW 33



Chapter Two:

FROM SAGAS TO STREET PRESS:

AN HISTORICAL OVERVIEW OF JOURNALISM AND REPORTAGE PHOTOGRAPHY
2:1 THE GENESIS OF JOURNALISM

2:2 THE GUTENBURG PRESS

2:3 PHOTOJOURNALISM IN THE ERA OF ABU GRAIB AND LIFESTYLE
2:4 THE END OF THE “HEROIC” AGE OF PHOTOJOURNALISM

2:5 EDWARD S. CURTIS

2:6 THE LEICA REVOLUTION

2:7 AUSTRALIA’S FRONTIER PHOTOGRAPHERS 1914-45

2:8 DONALD THOMSON

2:9 AUSTRALIAN WAR PHOTOGRAPHERS

2:10 ETHICS

Chapter Three:

MELANESIAN PHILOSOPHY

3.1 MELANESIAN BELIEF SYSTEMS
3.2 LAND

3.3 SOCIETY

3.4 THE WITHIN

3.5 WARFARE

3.6 CARGO CULT CRITIQUES

iX

44

46

56

58

63

67

70

74

78

88

90

93

98

101

103



Chapter Four:

PAN MELANESIANISM AND REGIONAL GEOSTRATEGY

4.1 PAN MELANESIANISM

4.2 JESUS OF MELANESIA AND THE CLASS OF ’82

4.3 COMMANDER JOHN SOMER

4.4 MELANESIA “LOOKS NORTH”

Chapter Five:

BOUGAINVILLE - A CASE STUDY

5:1 IDENTITY AND THE STRUGGLE FOR INDEPENDENCE

5.

5.

2

3

.7

.8

.9

.10

.11

.12

.13

.14

.15

.16

.17

THE BOUGAINVILLE WAR 1988-1998
PERPETUA SERERO & THE NEW PANGUNA ASSOCIATION
EARLY WARNINGS

THE BLAME GAME

THE BURNHAM AGREEMENT
RECONCILIATION
KASTOM MOVEMENTS & LIBERATION
KOPANI CARGO MOVEMEN

TAIM BEFO (THE TIME BEFORE)
ESTABLISHMENT OF THE CHURCH
MULING AND PAKO

WAR AND CARGO

THE KIRIAKA CARGO CULT
HAHALIS WELFARE SOCIETY

LEO HANNETT

NAPIDOKEO NAVITU

114

115

116

122

128

131

136

143

150

152

154

157

160

162

l64

168

169

171

175

177

180



xi

5.18 DAMIEN DAMEN & THE FIFTY TOEA MOVEMENT 181

5.19 WOMEN CUSTODIANS 182
5.20 DAMIEN DAMEN & THE BRA 184
5.21 SORCERY IN WAR 189
5.22 THE TOKI MOVEMENT 190
5.23 THE TAMBU MINE 193
5.24 CONCLUSION TO BOUGAINVILLE CHAPTER 198

Chapter Six:
PHOTO REPORTAGE CD

6:1 INTRODUCTION 203

Chapter Seven:

7:1 CONCLUSION TO THE THESIS 207



Xii

Appendix:

Appendix 1: West Papua — The Next East Timor. (The Weekend

Australian magazine, 2001).

Appendix 2: The Solomon Islands - The Battle For Paradise.

(Australian Style magazine, 2002).

Appendix 3: Bougainville - Cults of War. (The Australian

Financial Review magazine, 1997).

Appendix 4: Vanuatu - Temptation Island. (Men’s Style magazine,

2006) .

Appendix 5: Class of '82 - Freedom Forces Find Strength In A New

Unity Of Purpose. (The Sydney Morning Herald, 14 March 2001).

Appendix 6: Australia — Northern Stars. (Australian Style

magazine, 1999).

Appendix 7: Australia & Melanesia - Seeking Our Pacific Identity.

(The Sydney Morning Herald, 16 September 1999)

Appendix 8: Bougainville - Bougainville Rebel Leader Dies After
Moves Towards Reconciliation. (Agence France Presse, 25 July

2005) .



xiii
Appendix 9: Solomon Islands - Song Of The Islands. (The Bulletin

magazine, 2 September 2003).

Appendix 10: Australia & Melanesia - Stability in Melanesia

Should Be Our Priority. (The Australian, 1 May 2006).

Appendix 11: Australia & Melanesia - Superiority Complex

(The Diplomat magazine, 2006/7 Christmas edition).

Appendix 12: Melanesia - MSG Signing Signals Powerful
Melanesian Bloc. (The Diplomat magazine and Pacific

magazine, April 2007) .



	University of Wollongong - Research Online
	Blackfella armies - kastom and conflict in contemporary Melanesia 1994 - 2007
	Recommended Citation

	Title page
	Certification

	Abstract

	Acknowledgements

	Table of contents

	Appendix


