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Abstract

Background: Although it is historically acknowledged that the Republic of Korea
(South) has become a modern democratic republic, very little has been written or
researched about the processes that were involved in achieving this state and the role
of Christian Communication in national development. Traditionally, for many
centuries, Korea was a feudal kingdom, known as the ‘Hermit Kingdom’. How then,
did the country move in a short space of time from this kingdom to the republic of

today? What were the most influential factors?

Aims: The purpose of this thesis is to demonstrate that Christian Communication has
been, and continues to be a major influence in the social and national development of

modern Korea.

Methods and procedures: First, to research the development of Christian
Communication in the nation since the time of the last kingdom to the present time, an
examination of historical documents and records were conducted. Secondly, the lives
of national leaders were examined and national identities were interviewed for their
assessments of the impact of Christian Communication on the character of the nation.
Thirdly, the thesis explains the ongoing development of modern methods of Christian

Communication and the continuous impact that they have on the nation.

Outcome and results: Looking at the overall period from the 19th century to 2008, it
is clear that Christian Communication has been one of the most important factors in the

development of the character and society of South Korea.

The initial decision of the early missionaries in the 1880s to use the old, common, but
neglected Hanguel language was probably the most important decision in the life of
any nation in the last 150 years. Without the widespread use of this language and the
consequent publishing of books and newspapers, Korea would still have been locked in

the restrictive use of a Chinese script and traditional governmental methods.

The general population would have been denied the possibility of national

viii



communication across all levels of society. The people of Korea would not have been
equipped to survive as a culture, under the Japanese occupation and, later, the

catastrophic Korean War.

Conclusion: Christian Communication, especially publishing in all its forms, has had a
major impact on the character of the democratic life of the nation as seen in the
rediscovery of Hanguel, as the modern language of communication and the
development of various communications media pioneered by the early Christian leaders

within Korea.

This impact continues today through the use of the electronic as well as the more

traditional methods of publishing.

Without the dynamic Christian Communication in its many forms, Korea would not be
the nation that it is today. Its prosperity and its educational and social institutions
would not have developed as rapidly and dramatically as it can be seen in most areas

of national life.

Keywords: Christian communication, Hanguel, publishing, newspapers, Japanese
occupation, Christian political participation, radio, television, internet, leaders,

missionaries.
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