
University of Wollongong - Research Online
Thesis Collection

Title: Literature and the migration experience: twenty-one years of Italo-Australian narrative (1965-1986)

Author: Gaetano Rando

Year: 1988

Repository DOI:

Copyright Warning 
You may print or download ONE copy of this document for the purpose of your own research or study. The
University does not authorise you to copy, communicate or otherwise make available electronically to any
other person any copyright material contained on this site. 
You are reminded of the following: This work is copyright. Apart from any use permitted under the Copyright
Act 1968, no part of this work may be reproduced by any process, nor may any other exclusive right be
exercised, without the permission of the author. Copyright owners are entitled to take legal action against
persons who infringe their copyright. A reproduction of material that is protected by copyright may be a
copyright infringement. A court may impose penalties and award damages in relation to offences and
infringements relating to copyright material.
Higher penalties may apply, and higher damages may be awarded, for offences and infringements involving
the conversion of material into digital or electronic form.

Unless otherwise indicated, the views expressed in this thesis are those of the author and do not necessarily
represent the views of the University of Wollongong.

Research Online is the open access repository for the University of Wollongong. For further information
contact the UOW Library: research-pubs@uow.edu.au

https://dx.doi.org/
mailto:research-pubs@uow.edu.au


University of Wollongong University of Wollongong 

Research Online Research Online 

University of Wollongong Thesis Collection 
1954-2016 University of Wollongong Thesis Collections 

1988 

Literature and the migration experience: twenty-one years of Italo-Literature and the migration experience: twenty-one years of Italo-

Australian narrative (1965-1986) Australian narrative (1965-1986) 

G. Rando 
University of Wollongong, grando@uow.edu.au 

Follow this and additional works at: https://ro.uow.edu.au/theses 

University of Wollongong University of Wollongong 

Copyright Warning Copyright Warning 

You may print or download ONE copy of this document for the purpose of your own research or study. The University 

does not authorise you to copy, communicate or otherwise make available electronically to any other person any 

copyright material contained on this site. 

You are reminded of the following: This work is copyright. Apart from any use permitted under the Copyright Act 

1968, no part of this work may be reproduced by any process, nor may any other exclusive right be exercised, 

without the permission of the author. Copyright owners are entitled to take legal action against persons who infringe 

their copyright. A reproduction of material that is protected by copyright may be a copyright infringement. A court 

may impose penalties and award damages in relation to offences and infringements relating to copyright material. 

Higher penalties may apply, and higher damages may be awarded, for offences and infringements involving the 

conversion of material into digital or electronic form. 

Unless otherwise indicated, the views expressed in this thesis are those of the author and do not necessarily Unless otherwise indicated, the views expressed in this thesis are those of the author and do not necessarily 

represent the views of the University of Wollongong. represent the views of the University of Wollongong. 

Recommended Citation Recommended Citation 
Rando, G., Literature and the migration experience: twenty-one years of Italo-Australian narrative 
(1965-1986), Doctor of Philosophy thesis, University of Wollongong. Dept. of Languages, University of 
Wollongong, 1988. https://ro.uow.edu.au/theses/2097 

Research Online is the open access institutional repository for the University of Wollongong. For further information 
contact the UOW Library: research-pubs@uow.edu.au 

https://ro.uow.edu.au/
https://ro.uow.edu.au/theses
https://ro.uow.edu.au/theses
https://ro.uow.edu.au/thesesuow
https://ro.uow.edu.au/theses?utm_source=ro.uow.edu.au%2Ftheses%2F2097&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages




LITERATURE AND THE MIGRATION EXPERIENCE 

TWENTY-ONE YEARS OF ITALO-AUSTRALIAN NARRATIVE 

(1965-1986) 

A thesis submitted in fulfillment 

of the requirements for award of the degree of 

Doctor of Philosophy 

THE UNIVERSITY OF WOLLONGONG 

by 

Gaetano Luigi Rando 

BA Sydt MA WAust, DIpPerfStorLIng It Rome 

Department of Languages 
1988 



This thesis is dedicated to my wife Rita, son Felice and 

daughter Glullana for the support, patience and forbearance over 

the years it has taken to prepare this work. 

Thanks and acknowledgements are due to the supervisors 

Professor Barry Leal and Dr Daniel Hawley for their 

encouragement, detailed constructive criticism and much 

valuable advice. Any residual errors are entirely my own. To the 

writers who most generously gave of their time and freely 

supplied difficult to obtain / unpublished materials. Without 

their work this study would never have been written. 



AUTHOR'S DECLARATION 

I hereby certify that this work has not been submitted for at any 

other institution for  

Department of Languages 
University of Wollongong 
8 September 1989 



ABSTRACT 

This thesis proposes to examine how Italian immigrants to 
Australia have described their experience through the medium of 
narrative literature, It is the first detailed study of its type and as 
such it seeks to lay the foundation for further more specific studies, 
It examines some thirty-five narrative texts, both published and 
unpublished, comprising novels and collections of short stories plus a 
number of individual short stories written by some 27 writers over a 
twenty-one year period (1965-1986), a period which coincides with 
the most intensive activity in Italo-Australian narrative writing to 
date. 

The first chapter deals with pertinent theoretical and social 
issues, presents a survey of previous studies on Italian "migrant" 
literatures in English-speaking countries and provides a brief 
overview of aspects of "Italo-Australian" literature which are not 
dealt with in the main body of the thesis, Chapters 2-9 deal with 
individual authors and works. An analysis appropriate to this stage in 
the development of the subject is employed which involves an 
approach combining authors and themes. This approach has been 
adopted since certain authors are seen as identified with certain sets 
of major themes. Some overlap has inevitably occurred and this has 
been appropriately cross-referenced in the relevant chapters, 

The conclusion explores the theoretical, sociological and literary 
implications of the texts examined, Although it is problematical to 
classify a number of the texts as "literature" in terms of the 
qualitative criteria generally applied, there is no doubt of their value 
as sociological documents presenting a view of Australia and of 
Australian society which is unique. "Italo-Australian narrative", as 
defined by the present study, is characterised by themes linked to the 
migrant experience although there are some exceptions to this 
general pattern. The writers are in the main first generation 
immigrants who relate their feelings for and reactions to the new 
environment and their attitudes towards their place of origin. 

The thesis is complemented by a comprehensive bibliography of the 
works consulted and referred to as well as four appendices which lie 
outside the area of the defined topic but which are relevant to it 
insofar as they deal with some of the broader issues related to 
Italian "migrant" literature. 
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