#3kx¢] UNIVERSITY
il OF WOLLONGONG
¢ ¥ AUSTRALIA

University of Wollongong - Research Online

Thesis Collection

Title: The ontology of authority: a theory of "language in use" in classroom management
Author: Philip Fitzsimmons

Year: 1995

Repository DOI:

Copyright Warning

You may print or download ONE copy of this document for the purpose of your own research or study. The
University does not authorise you to copy, communicate or otherwise make available electronically to any
other person any copyright material contained on this site.

You are reminded of the following: This work is copyright. Apart from any use permitted under the Copyright
Act 1968, no part of this work may be reproduced by any process, nor may any other exclusive right be
exercised, without the permission of the author. Copyright owners are entitled to take legal action against
persons who infringe their copyright. A reproduction of material that is protected by copyright may be a
copyright infringement. A court may impose penalties and award damages in relation to offences and
infringements relating to copyright material.

Higher penalties may apply, and higher damages may be awarded, for offences and infringements involving
the conversion of material into digital or electronic form.

Unless otherwise indicated, the views expressed in this thesis are those of the author and do not necessarily
represent the views of the University of Wollongong.

Research Online is the open access repository for the University of Wollongong. For further information
contact the UOW Library: research-pubs@uow.edu.au


https://dx.doi.org/
mailto:research-pubs@uow.edu.au

University of Wollongong

Research Online

University of Wollongong Thesis Collection

1954.2016 University of Wollongong Thesis Collections

1995

The ontology of authority: a theory of "language in use" in classroom
management

Phil Fitzsimmons
University of Wollongong, philfitz@uow.edu.au

Follow this and additional works at: https://ro.uow.edu.au/theses

University of Wollongong
Copyright Warning
You may print or download ONE copy of this document for the purpose of your own research or study. The University
does not authorise you to copy, communicate or otherwise make available electronically to any other person any
copyright material contained on this site.

You are reminded of the following: This work is copyright. Apart from any use permitted under the Copyright Act
1968, no part of this work may be reproduced by any process, nor may any other exclusive right be exercised,
without the permission of the author. Copyright owners are entitled to take legal action against persons who infringe
their copyright. A reproduction of material that is protected by copyright may be a copyright infringement. A court
may impose penalties and award damages in relation to offences and infringements relating to copyright material.
Higher penalties may apply, and higher damages may be awarded, for offences and infringements involving the

conversion of material into digital or electronic form.

Unless otherwise indicated, the views expressed in this thesis are those of the author and do not necessarily

represent the views of the University of Wollongong.

Recommended Citation

Fitzsimmons, Phil, The ontology of authority: a theory of "language in use" in classroom management,
Doctor of Philosophy thesis, Faculty of Education, University of Wollongong, 1995. https://ro.uow.edu.au/
theses/1802

Research Online is the open access institutional repository for the University of Wollongong. For further information
contact the UOW Library: research-pubs@uow.edu.au


https://ro.uow.edu.au/
https://ro.uow.edu.au/theses
https://ro.uow.edu.au/theses
https://ro.uow.edu.au/thesesuow
https://ro.uow.edu.au/theses?utm_source=ro.uow.edu.au%2Ftheses%2F1802&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages

NOTE

This online version of the thesis may have different page formatting and pagination
from the paper copy held in the University of Wollongong Library.

UNIVERSITY OF WOLLONGONG

COPYRIGHT WARNING

You may print or download ONE copy of this document for the purpose of your own research or
study. The University does not authorise you to copy, communicate or otherwise make available
electronically to any other person any copyright material contained on this site. You are
reminded of the following:

Copyright owners are entitled to take legal action against persons who infringe their copyright. A
reproduction of material that is protected by copyright may be a copyright infringement. A court
may impose penalties and award damages in relation to offences and infringements relating to
copyright material. Higher penalties may apply, and higher damages may be awarded, for
offences and infringements involving the conversion of material into digital or electronic form.




THE ONTOLOGY OF AUTHORITY:
A THEORY OF "LANGUAGE IN USE"
IN CLASSROOM MANAGEMENT

A thesis submitted in fulfilment of
the requirements for the award of the degree

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY

from

THE UNIVERSITY OF WOLLONGONG

by

PHILIP FITZSIMMONS
MEd Hons (Wollongong), MStudEd (Wollongong),
BEd (Wollongong)

FACULTY OF EDUCATION
1995



ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

This study is not so much the result of my labours, as it is the end product of support
and encouragement provided by a group of very special people.

To Dr. Brian Cambourne and Dr. Jan Turbill for the opportunities they have given me,
along with their guidance, wisdom and reassurance.

To Kylie Pickford and Lois Leitch whose friendship, computer skills and warped sense

of humour made many of the hard times much more bearable.

To my wife Kate who has been long suffering and can now begin her own study after a

ten year wait.

To Terry, Joy, Heather, Dick and Maxine who shared not only their time, effort and
classrooms but themselves.



ABSTRACT

The aims of this study were twofold. They were:

* to illuminate the nature and role of language use that five teachers employed in their
particular approach to classroom management.

* as a consequence of delineating this 'language in use’, to develop a 'grounded theory’
of classroom management which had been honed and polished in the real world of

classroom practice.

Based in the naturalistic paradigm, this study utilised the hermeneutic-dialectic process
as the primary methodological mode of inquiry. Beginning initially with the classic
notion of participant observation, the hermeneutic-dialectic process provided the
qualitative distillation mechanism whereby the intersubjective meanings of the
respondents’ language use in specific contexts could be constructed, and then
reconstructed to form an interrelated whole.

Grounded in the data, a theory of classroom management emerged in which language
was the key instrument of classroom management for these particular teachers. This
thesis describes how language use provided the means by which a genuine relationship
was formed between the teachers and pupils. This process has been depicted in
diagrammatic form and described in detail.

This thesis concludes with a series of implications and recommendations for teachers,
teacher training institutions and school administrators based on the principles emerging
from this theory.
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