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were deprived of their land and sovereignty.

vil



This interest began during the dark years of the dictatorship in Chile, in
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struggles did not produce the expected outcome - human emancipation. The
picture of injustice, social inequality and impunity did not change. In order
to deal with my own confusion, I began to think more about the
contradictory nature of Chilean society. Although ‘things’ were more
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contradiction, an hegemonic machismo, an influential Catholicism, an
exacerbated racism against the Mapuche and other indigenous people, and a
fascist mentality embedded in the army and in the conservative right wing

sectors of the political spectrum. These class, gender and political
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formations and de-formations had originated and were reproduced and
maintained by individuals and institutions at different times. My concern
was to study our history sociologically from a Marxist perspective.
Marxism is a theory which, in the eyes of many people, has been damaged
by its ‘practice’ in Eastern Europe. Paradoxically, this experience in turn
-validated Marx’s thesis by highlighting the indivisible relationship between
theory and practice. Through the study of our history, this thesis will
contribute to the ‘re-integration’ of revolutionary thought and practice in
both the social sciences and in political struggle. [ spent three years in

Australia and six months in Chile researching and writing this topic.

Thus, this thesis was born and grew up in a particular historical conjunction
at an international and national level. It travelled across the Pacific Ocean
and integrated the lessons of people who had shown me the importance of
principles, justice, freedom and also and significantly, of knowledge. They
were my grandfather Abraham, my father Hugo, and those people with no
name but who were sisters and brothers of the same cause: the comparieras
and comparieros of the popular rebellion, the Mapuche pefiis of Lumaco,
Dibulco and Nancucheo in Mapuchemapu, the student movement of the

1970s and 1980s, the workers, unemployed and students of the poor suburbs
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of Santiago who every day fought fascism in any way they could and who
helped me to ‘become invisible’ so many times during those cold, grey
winter mornings in Santiago. My deep acknowledgment and admiration
goes out to those who fought for the freedom of others and made it possible
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fascism.
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Abstract

This thesis 1s about the articulation of a multiplicity of modes of
production over five centuries and the intertwined processes of class,
gender and state formation in Chile and Mapuchemapu. These included
the seigniorial mode of production which resulted from the articulation
of feudal and indigenous modes and was consolidated in the seventeenth
century in the colonial social formation and manifest in the encomienda

and the hacienda.

This articulation meant for the Mapuche a significant but not total
transformation of their communal mode into a new social formation of
patriarchal cacicazgos containing embryonic classes of non-producers
and producers. It weakened Mapuche social solidarity and political
unity and consolidated patriarchy such that polygamy became, as never
before, exclusive to powerful men who in this way concentrated
political power, accumulated wealth and secured control of the land,
when industrial capitalism was entering its monopolistic and imperialist
phase in the industrial centres in the second half of the nineteenth

century.

Patriarchal capitalism emerged as the dominant mode of production in
the Chilean social formation even though seigniorial relations continued
in agriculture until the 1960s and despite the resistance of the Mapuche
nation which still struggles to recover its expropriated land and
suppressed traditions. The study aims also to demonstrate the salience
of historical materialism as an efficient instrument of social analysis
useful in the revolutionary transformation of capitalism. It contributes
to the reconstruction of historical materialism by showing that history
and social processes cannot be understood without the study of gender
formation and that they are not even, teleological or pre-ordained.
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