#3kx¢] UNIVERSITY
il OF WOLLONGONG
¢ ¥ AUSTRALIA

University of Wollongong - Research Online

Thesis Collection

Title: What tradies know about what tradies know: an exploratory study of the views of trade instructors about
knowledge and knowing

Author: Colin H Ducker
Year: 1995

Repository DOI:

Copyright Warning

You may print or download ONE copy of this document for the purpose of your own research or study. The
University does not authorise you to copy, communicate or otherwise make available electronically to any
other person any copyright material contained on this site.

You are reminded of the following: This work is copyright. Apart from any use permitted under the Copyright
Act 1968, no part of this work may be reproduced by any process, nor may any other exclusive right be
exercised, without the permission of the author. Copyright owners are entitled to take legal action against
persons who infringe their copyright. A reproduction of material that is protected by copyright may be a
copyright infringement. A court may impose penalties and award damages in relation to offences and
infringements relating to copyright material.

Higher penalties may apply, and higher damages may be awarded, for offences and infringements involving
the conversion of material into digital or electronic form.

Unless otherwise indicated, the views expressed in this thesis are those of the author and do not necessarily
represent the views of the University of Wollongong.

Research Online is the open access repository for the University of Wollongong. For further information
contact the UOW Library: research-pubs@uow.edu.au


https://dx.doi.org/
mailto:research-pubs@uow.edu.au

University of Wollongong

Research Online

University of Wollongong Thesis Collection

1954.2016 University of Wollongong Thesis Collections

1995

What tradies know about what tradies know: an exploratory study of the
views of trade instructors about knowledge and knowing

Colin H. Ducker
University of Wollongong

Follow this and additional works at: https://ro.uow.edu.au/theses

University of Wollongong
Copyright Warning
You may print or download ONE copy of this document for the purpose of your own research or study. The University
does not authorise you to copy, communicate or otherwise make available electronically to any other person any
copyright material contained on this site.

You are reminded of the following: This work is copyright. Apart from any use permitted under the Copyright Act
1968, no part of this work may be reproduced by any process, nor may any other exclusive right be exercised,
without the permission of the author. Copyright owners are entitled to take legal action against persons who infringe
their copyright. A reproduction of material that is protected by copyright may be a copyright infringement. A court
may impose penalties and award damages in relation to offences and infringements relating to copyright material.
Higher penalties may apply, and higher damages may be awarded, for offences and infringements involving the

conversion of material into digital or electronic form.

Unless otherwise indicated, the views expressed in this thesis are those of the author and do not necessarily

represent the views of the University of Wollongong.

Recommended Citation

Ducker, Colin H., What tradies know about what tradies know: an exploratory study of the views of trade
instructors about knowledge and knowing, Doctor of Philosophy thesis, Graduate School of Education,
University of Wollongong, 1995. https://ro.uow.edu.au/theses/1879

Research Online is the open access institutional repository for the University of Wollongong. For further information
contact the UOW Library: research-pubs@uow.edu.au


https://ro.uow.edu.au/
https://ro.uow.edu.au/theses
https://ro.uow.edu.au/theses
https://ro.uow.edu.au/thesesuow
https://ro.uow.edu.au/theses?utm_source=ro.uow.edu.au%2Ftheses%2F1879&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages

NOTE

This online version of the thesis may have different page formatting and pagination
from the paper copy held in the University of Wollongong Library.

UNIVERSITY OF WOLLONGONG

COPYRIGHT WARNING

You may print or download ONE copy of this document for the purpose of your own research or
study. The University does not authorise you to copy, communicate or otherwise make available
electronically to any other person any copyright material contained on this site. You are
reminded of the following:

Copyright owners are entitled to take legal action against persons who infringe their copyright. A
reproduction of material that is protected by copyright may be a copyright infringement. A court
may impose penalties and award damages in relation to offences and infringements relating to
copyright material. Higher penalties may apply, and higher damages may be awarded, for
offences and infringements involving the conversion of material into digital or electronic form.




Declaration of Originality

I certify my authorship of the thesis report submitted today entitled:

What tradies know about what tradies know:
An exploratory study of the views of trade
instructors about knowledge and knowing

in terms of the University of Wollongong Course Rules set out in the

Postgraduate Calendar.

Colin H Ducker
30 June 1995

i



Abstract

This study began in observations about an apparent tension between the
views held by trade instructors and the curriculum and instructional
formulations with which they work in the vocational education and
training setting. Three research questions emerged: Do trade instructors
use frameworks or systems of beliefs, values, attitudes and feelings that
guide their approach to knowledge and knowing? What are the main
typologies that underpin these frameworks? Do the views of trade
instructors embody characteristic ways of presenting or perceiving
reality? These questions guided a systematic search for understandings
of the ways trade instructors construe knowledge. It involved
uncovering, clarifying, and authenticating the ways in which they
interpret and give meaning to knowledge and knowing.

The trade instructors in this s%udy portrayed a strong commitment to a
typology based on a practical-theoretical dichotomy. They presented
'practical’ knowledge as the essence of what constitutes valued and
valid knowledge. This is a concept that has breadth and complexity.
Essential characteristics of practical knowledge are captured in terms
such as 'craftsmanship’, for it enables the tradeworker to perform with
mastery, excellence and proficiency across a variety of settings, and
within the full tutelary spirit of the trade. It outcrops in the tangible
processes, materials and outcomes of the trade and these act as the
primary referents for what counts as valid knowledge. Because the
dominant context in their lives is the skilled trades, these trade
instructors derived significant aspects of their views from the nature
and practices of work in the skilled trades, including the notion of lineal

descent as the process for acquiring valid knowledge.

In seeking theoretical development, the study moved through several
major phases: the systemisation of existing theories and research; an in-
depth and intensive study with a small number of trade instructors to
expose constructs that underpin their views; and a survey of a large
number of trade instructors to explore the extent to which the constructs

are shared by other trade instructors.
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