
University of Wollongong - Research Online
Thesis Collection

Title: Towards a model of empathetic communication in teaching history

Author: Harvey Waddington Newman

Year: 1988

Repository DOI:

Copyright Warning 
You may print or download ONE copy of this document for the purpose of your own research or study. The
University does not authorise you to copy, communicate or otherwise make available electronically to any
other person any copyright material contained on this site. 
You are reminded of the following: This work is copyright. Apart from any use permitted under the Copyright
Act 1968, no part of this work may be reproduced by any process, nor may any other exclusive right be
exercised, without the permission of the author. Copyright owners are entitled to take legal action against
persons who infringe their copyright. A reproduction of material that is protected by copyright may be a
copyright infringement. A court may impose penalties and award damages in relation to offences and
infringements relating to copyright material.
Higher penalties may apply, and higher damages may be awarded, for offences and infringements involving
the conversion of material into digital or electronic form.

Unless otherwise indicated, the views expressed in this thesis are those of the author and do not necessarily
represent the views of the University of Wollongong.

Research Online is the open access repository for the University of Wollongong. For further information
contact the UOW Library: research-pubs@uow.edu.au

https://dx.doi.org/
mailto:research-pubs@uow.edu.au


University of Wollongong University of Wollongong 

Research Online Research Online 

University of Wollongong Thesis Collection 
1954-2016 University of Wollongong Thesis Collections 

1988 

Towards a model of empathetic communication in teaching history Towards a model of empathetic communication in teaching history 

Harvey Waddington Newman 
University of Wollongong 

Follow this and additional works at: https://ro.uow.edu.au/theses 

University of Wollongong University of Wollongong 

Copyright Warning Copyright Warning 

You may print or download ONE copy of this document for the purpose of your own research or study. The University 

does not authorise you to copy, communicate or otherwise make available electronically to any other person any 

copyright material contained on this site. 

You are reminded of the following: This work is copyright. Apart from any use permitted under the Copyright Act 

1968, no part of this work may be reproduced by any process, nor may any other exclusive right be exercised, 

without the permission of the author. Copyright owners are entitled to take legal action against persons who infringe 

their copyright. A reproduction of material that is protected by copyright may be a copyright infringement. A court 

may impose penalties and award damages in relation to offences and infringements relating to copyright material. 

Higher penalties may apply, and higher damages may be awarded, for offences and infringements involving the 

conversion of material into digital or electronic form. 

Unless otherwise indicated, the views expressed in this thesis are those of the author and do not necessarily Unless otherwise indicated, the views expressed in this thesis are those of the author and do not necessarily 

represent the views of the University of Wollongong. represent the views of the University of Wollongong. 

Recommended Citation Recommended Citation 
Newman, Harvey Waddington, Towards a model of empathetic communication in teaching history, Doctor 
of Philosophy thesis, School of Learning Studies, University of Wollongong, 1988. https://ro.uow.edu.au/
theses/2027 

Research Online is the open access institutional repository for the University of Wollongong. For further information 
contact the UOW Library: research-pubs@uow.edu.au 

https://ro.uow.edu.au/
https://ro.uow.edu.au/theses
https://ro.uow.edu.au/theses
https://ro.uow.edu.au/thesesuow
https://ro.uow.edu.au/theses?utm_source=ro.uow.edu.au%2Ftheses%2F2027&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages




















(viii)

- ABSTRACT -

The study of more human aspects of history has settled

somewhat uncomfortably into the discipline of history.

The close association of human characteristics and

subjective analysis has tended to be in conflict with the

objectivity required to maintain history's discipline.

The introduction of empathy to historical treatments has

accentuated this conflict. A closer examination of what

gives history its objectivity in more subjective

treatments and the processes involved is important in

clarifying the extent to which empathy can be

incorporated into the study of history. To deal with

these issues is the central purpose of this study;in

particular the problem addressed is to devise an holistic

model of the empathetic process which may be applied as a

general psychosocial process and as a substantial

methodological process for the teacher and student of

history. The implications of the importance of

psychosocial theory to explain empathy are in need of

closer scrutiny in historical interpretation. This

scrutinY,if successful,may then be employed as a means of

negotiating the objectivity of subjective 'human'

treatments of ~istory. In this study empathy is

interpreted as a fundamental process of communication and

thus arguably,one of the most important strategies for

teaching and studying history.
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