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Background 

The aim of this research was to:- 

  

• Describe student nurses experiences undertaking 
nursing assessments on clients in clinical practice. 

• Identify factors influencing the students’ ability to 
perform assessments. 

• Determine the types of nursing assessments 
undertaken by students and the frequency of these. 

• Identify student involvement in completing assessment 
documentation on nursing assessments. 
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Methodology 

• A qualitative design was chosen for this study.  
Focus group and individual interviews were 
conducted and semi structured interview 
were used to collect the data.  

 

• Ethics was approved in October 2010. 
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Sample 

• Graduating class of third years at the University of 
Wollongong. 
 

• It was an expectation that they would have 
undertaken client assessment in the clinical 
setting.   
 

• This cohort was also in the final stages of the 
Bachelor of Nursing programme and entered the 
workforce this year as clinical practitioners.   
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Participants Demographic Profile 
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n = n = % % 



Data Analysis & Results 

• Analysis  
– Thematic analysis 
– Basic statistics 

• Key findings 
– Explanatory Model 
– Learning 
– Clinical practice 
– Opportunities 
– Self 
– Confidence and Competence 
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Learning 
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Clinical Practice 
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Confidence and Competence 

Confidence and Competence 

Opportunities 

Clinical 
Practice 

Learning 
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Implications 

• Curriculum development and the design 

 

• Clinical supervision & teaching models 

 

• Preparation of students for clinical practice 
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Limitations & Where to next 

 

• Sample size 

 

 

• Further research 
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