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Cognitive considerations for effective methods of learning Kanji for non-native learners of
Japanese

Hiroyuki Kaiho and Haththotuwa Gamage Gavathri Geethanjalie (Institute of Psychology,

University of Tsukuba, Tsukuba 305-8372, Japan)

The learning of Chinese characters (Kanji) is one of the most difficult problems for learners
from non-Kanji backgrounds. In this study. the difficulties are examined from a cognitive perspective
and several promusing proposals for learming Kanj are offered with respect to (1) problems

oniginating in the Kanji characters
environments.

themselves,

and (2) problems associated with learning
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