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Back to Basics
I have been intrigued by the com
mercial ignorance of some of your
academic contributors on the sub
ject of where to now for socialism.

LETTERS
Biking with Beethoven
Thank you for your letter telling
me I had won a bike in your new
subscriber's competition. When I
got your letter I hadn't opened the
June ALR so it was a pleasant
surprise to hear I had won. I went
to Sydney this last weekend and
picked out a bike and rode it
around Centennial Park.
I haven't owned a bike for 25 years.
The last one I had was in Bolivia - 1
rode around rural communities on
the Altiplano at an altitude of 1213,000 ft with the tranny on the
handlebars playing Beethoven.
This new bike I have left in Sydney
for my daughters to use, but will
reclaim it in a few years and ride off
into the superannuation sunset
with Beethoven & co.
Many thanks,
Mary E. Wilkie,
Armidale, NSW.
A n a p o lo g y

In his article Decline and Fall? (ALR
120) Stuart Marin tyre twice
referred to statistics drawn from
the research of Andrew Scott. (See
Andrew Scott's article in this issue,
P32-33 above).
His acknowledgement for those
statistics was accidentally deleted
in proof reading.
Our apologies to Stuart Macintyre,
Andrew Scott and our readers.

Marx could be forgiven for equat
ing ownership with control in his
ownership of the means of produc
tion scenario, but there is no excuse
under the present-day conditions
of over-riding economic power. A
recent example is the exercise of
that power by the United States
over countries like Australia,
Britain and Canada when told to
com ply with the American
response to the Middle East crisis.
Australian company law still lives
in the past in allocating control on
the basis of ownership, but British
company law now deals in terms of
control, although still not taking
into account the many forms of
contractual control perfected by
the multinationals.
The same principle applies to
politics - for the state to control
things does not mean that it needs
ownership. It is no longer relevant
who owns what - the issue is who
is in control, and the Socialist Left
ought to be debating in terms of
social control.
This would have enabled the Left
to attack the Keating deregulation
policy on the ground that it in
volved the deliberate abrogation of
social responsibility.
The mess resulting from financial
deregulation ought to provide
plenty of ammunition, while the
privatisation debate ought to raise
such questions as: how can we con
template a deregulated internal
airline system when we know that
social control, i.e. regulation, will
be essential to ensure service to
outlying areas?
If reality had triumphed over tradi
tion, socialism would long ago
have been redefined in terms of
control rather than ownership.
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A Magazine
as unique as
the Wildlife
it presents.

Wildlife Australia Magazine is a
superb, high quality publication packed
full of the wonder and excitement of
Australia’s unique natural environment
No other magazine shares with
you such brilliant colour photography
and inspiring articles on subjects so
diverse as Rainforest fruits, the eating
habits of the Koala, Environmental Law,
Whales, and Queensland’s Channel
Country.
Wildlife Australia is published
quarterly by The Wildlife Preservation
Society (Qld), one of Australia’s leading
non-profit conservation organisations.
Act now to reserve your subscrip
tion to Wildlife Australia. It may be
the best thing you’ve done for yourself
this year!
Complete this coupon and mail
with your payment to:

Wildlife Australia Magazine,
Level 4 , 160 Edward Street,
Queensland 4 0 0 0 Australia.
^ W ild life Australia Magazine
^
| One year (4 Issues) Subscription $20

Post Code:
I enclose
cheque/money order for $ __________

■
| OR Charge my □ B/Card □ M/Card
Q Visa
I| Card
Number__________________________

Don Cochrane,

| Signature _________________________

Penguin, Tas.

I Expiry Date ______________________
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