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The Barracks are listed on the Commonwealth Heritage List and the
Register of the National Estate all designed to ensure that the site is
preserved for the future.
The site had much more to offer, both in terms of early history, and
present day use. To mention one or two. The Busby Bore water
line, from Centennial Park, traverses the southwestem section ofthe
property and was ofcritical importance from the 1840's. There is an
old military gaol and it supplied personnel for the exacting task of
keeping the water available. The Court Martial facility was a more

up to date improvement. In place of the gaol, there is now

a

Museum. We hadn't time to do justice to it.

We were indeed fornrnate to have had the experience. Our guide
dealt with so much more not mentioned here. If you get the chance,
you will do yourself a real favour by visiting it. Being military, it
will ask for ID.
Peter Dalv

REPORT ON APRIL MEETING.
Speaker: Paul Tuckerman.

Topic:

Thinoul Railway Institute.

Our guest speaker was the inaugural president of Thinoul Railway
Institute Society and as such was able to provide us with so much
information of the Railway Institute in 1920 as well as the work of
the Preservation Society since its beginning in 1920.
Prior to 1920, the main rail depot had been at Waterfall but after the
construction of the tunnels, the Helensburgh to Thinoul link
enabled the transfer of the depot to Thinoul. The shunting yard and
supply of coal needing to be transported to Sydney mlant there
were many railway employees in the town and the R.I. was formed
primarily to educate these employees in technical subjects as well
as providing secretarial and dressmaking courses for the ladies.
There was also a library for local residents ifthey were members of
the Institute.
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The building also catered for the social needs ofthe town - dances,
birthday parties, wedding receptions, local committees and trade
union and ALP meetings.

In the 1970s, the building was no longer used in this busy way and it
became obvious it needed repair. Many advocated for demolition,
but the ALP took up the cause to keep it. It u'as able to stop the call
for demolition and in 1991 the Preservation Society was formed
with over 100 members. The task ol repairing and restoring this
unique building took the best of l5 years. It contains lots of Westem
Cedar on the walls and has a tallow wood floor. There are many
photos of historical interest on display as well as a pendulum clock
and an 1879 Bechstein grand piano. The hall is available lor hire
and is used 7 days a week. The committee's aim was to restore it to
be the community facility it always was and those who were
privileged to hear Mr Tuckerman speak, have every reason to
believe this to be the case.
Margaret Bradley

Mr Paul Tuckerman answered satisfactorill- a number of questions
from the floor. Overall. a very interesting and informative talk about
an institution, the last of its kind in the state. Paul kindly invited the
members of the Society to the Institute on Sunday 26 May. See
notice below.
Ed.

RAIL EXCURSION
Train leaves Oak Flats

-

SUNDAY 26 MAY 2OI3

12.15pm

Wollongong 12.42pm

Arriving Thinoul 12.55pm
We will be guests of Thirroul Railway Instirute for aftemoon tea
Return journey leaves Thirroul 2..{7pm
Donation box available.

Book with Joyce 4229 8225

