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A CAREFUL
A N A L Y S IS

D

avid C om be's fate at the hands
"exoecteo to make a fortune quickly
of the Hawke Labor govern f r o m
b ig a n d 'r e s p e c t a b l e '
m ent is an issue which has
corporations, he was not in any
touched deeply people's sensefinancial
of
d iffic u lty and was inundated
injustice: there is substantial suspicion
w ith clients". Mr. Justice Hope saw no
problem in this.
that he has been "dum ped” with no
justification.
Secondly, Comhn was supposedly
But at the popular level it is only
"b itte rly anti-A m erican" (and thus
suspicion. Am ong other considerat prone to subversion of Australia?).
ions, disbelief that a Labor governm ent Again. ASIO had it wrong; they hased
would destroy its ex-secretary causes th e ir judgm ent on Com be's criticism s
doubt about the conclusions and the of the C IA's role in the destabilisation
ot the W hitlam governm ent and the
secrecy surrounding the evidence
Kerr coup. Combe is not alone in this,
before the Hope Royal Com m ission
makes it d iffic u lt to patch together a but ” ln ASIO 's eyes, this is s u ffic ie n tto
prove 'b itte r anti-Am ericanism ' and
convincing nommonsense explanation
even significant evidence of being a
of extraordinary events.
But still th e suspicion exists. The potential traito r".
Combe, of course, rejected the
Stum blebum Syndrome takes us
assertion in detail in his evioence:
b eyo n d suspicion into carefu l analysis
there is some small distinction
of the ev id e n c e th at is avauaDle.
Although the bulk of the book is between the CIA and the USA. Hope
about the Com be-lvanov Affair, the concluded that ASIO was wrong.
central theme is ASIO: under the guise
The third strand in ASIO's case is
Com be's "apparent enthusiasm for
of "national security .
things Soviet” , am ounting to an
The ASIO outlook, m oulded from its
origins, its history and its tasKS ideological com m itm ent.
assigned b y a nti-Labor governments,
Combe claims that he was only
remains deeply suspicious o f trade concerned w ith developing closer
u n io n s , th e L a b o r P a r t y a n d relations, m utual understanding, the
D e m o c r a tic S o c ia lis m , h o w e v e r developm ent o f trade and, above all,
moderate and reform ist this m ay be. peaceful relations between East and
When it come to Labor's left .... the
West.
Security m in d sees little or no
He was, in fact, "h ig h ly critica l of the
difference betwepn them and
Soviet System ". Character witnesses
comm unists. A n d as the case o f David
Combe shows. ASIO can find dangers from the ALP supported him on this.
even in people from the ALP's centre ASIO embellished its case with
em barrassingly mistaken accusations
gound.
of free trips on a luxury liner and to the
ASIO 's doubts about Combe have a Soviet Union. Again, Hope was not
num ber of strands.
impressed by ASIO 's case.

ASIO S CASE
AGAINST COMBE
he first doubt about Combe is
money: he planned to make a
lot. A S !0 saw him =ts being
greedy and thus vulnerable to KGB
funds. U nfortunately fo r ASIO, Combe

T

INTELLIGENCE LOGIC
he crucial issues in the case lie
b e y o n d th e s e a b s u rd itie s .
However it is i m po rta nt to see i n
these and later argum ents more than
that they are just wrong. The crucial
p oint consistently brought out by
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he appears to be'. Matheson says he
d id not ask what Combe meant by this
because he considered that it m eant
'Combe believed Ivanov was a KGB
man'.

Aarons in the treatm ent of all ASIO's
allegations is that
Everything is c i r c u m s t a n t i a l
everything depended on accep’ ing
their premises and follow ing the
Intelligence logic, w ild ly different from
ordinary logic and certainly unsuitable
to prove a case in any court.

H o p e r e j e c t e d M a t h e s o n 's
interpretation of Com be's remark but
then concluded that Combe believed
that Ivanov probably was a KGB
officer. Aarons suggests

The evidence is tailored to support a
position that is predeterm ined on the
basis of institutio na lly deep-seated
prejudices. It is d iffic u lt to grasp the
extraordinary reality of these practices
without seeing how it is consistently
presented in the detailed dissection of
the ASIO case. This brief summary can
state it, but cannot drive the point
home.

“n ot from evidence b ut from his own
pre/udice and afreadv-formed
opinions about Combe and his attitude
to Ivanov.... Hope appears to be saying
that Combe ought to have known
Ivanov was a KGB officer, therefore he
dia know.

M

THE REAL ISSUES
4SfO's case really stands or falls on
whether or not:
■ Ivanov was a KGB operative
' Whether Combe knew he was
' Whether, know ing this, Combe was
prepared to sell him self to Ivanov
' That Ivanov suggested and Combe
accepted that their relationship should
'become clandestine'.
Most of the evidence on Ivanov as a
KGB agent is censored. W ithout
access to it, we cannot decide whether
he was or not. On the evidence
available, some doubts are suggested;
c ro s s -e x a m in a tio n by C o m b e 's
counsel of the ASIO operatives
produces some interesting holes in the
view that Ivanov was a professional,
dedicated KGB agent. From this
ei/idence. Aarons concludes:
Ivanov may be a KGB man, o f course,
but if so he was not very capable,
effective or careful
rankly. the more crucial question
is whether Combe knew. ASIO's
evidence is indirect ("h is alleged
attempt to make their relationship
'clandestine' ... his acceptance of the
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atheson apparently is also the
source of the clandestinity
proposal and appears to be
ASIO 's chief inform er in the Affair.
Tnere is even a suggestion that he
acted as an agent provocateur. The
e x te n s iv e
t r e a t m e n t o f th e
extraordinary figure of Matheson is
fascinating
Com be's great attribute was his
access to Labor m inisters. W ould be
betray them and would they let him?
Security hopefully makes such matters
difficult. Where is the evidence that it
was on the cards ... or even a
possibility? It obviously doesn’t exist
because, as the ASiO head says:

possibility that any Soviet dipiom at
may be ... a KGB m em ber") and from
two witnesses.
The clandestinity sugestion arose
from Ivanov telling Comoe on April 3
that he (Ivanov) could be expelled, that
Com be's phone was tapoed and that
he could be implicated. Ivanov
suggested that any fu rthe r contacts
should be made by one contacting the
o ther at home. "ASIO claims that this
meant Ivanov was proposing a
'c la n d e s tin e ' re la tio n s h ip w h ic h
C om be a c c e p te d ." N o th in g had
happened; ASIO feared it m ight. On
what basis? U nder cross-exam ination,
virtually none.
Of the tw o witnesses relied on by
ASIO, one is entirely unreliable. The
other. Matheson, has a lengthy chapter
devoted to him. He has a strange
background; ex-naval intelligence,
incredibly rich after trade deals with
the Soviet Union, etc. He is the only
one to claim that Combe knew that
Ivanov was KGB.
On March 7th 1983 ... he alleges
Combe told him 'Ivanov is more than

fortunately it never happenod due to
Ivanov's expulsion but we were scared
it w ould happen.
The chapters on Combe and
Matheson constitute the bulk of The
Stum blebum Svndrome.
Some of the other chapters proceed
to address broader questions related
to the cloak of security. Mr. Justice
Hope comes under fire in Chapter 4 as
an apologist fo r the security m entality
In Chapter 5, the c u lt of security —
continued on page 5 1
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from page 47
internationally — is elaborated on and
criticised.
art of the new ASIO A ct of 1979
is examined in Chapter 6. Steve
Rix is an Australian government
employee who was given an adverse
security report in relation to his
employm ent on the basts of his
membership of the Com m unist Party.
He appealed successfully. Through
the exam ination of this case and the
way ASIO defines its powers - often in
contravention o f the Act w hich is the
theoretical source of its legal powers
— Aarons

P

reveals the very serious extension o f
ASIO's powers and tne surreptitious
e ro s io n o f c iv il lib e rtie s w h ich
occurred wnen tne A ct was passed.
The A ct means that all people
em ployed directly or ind ire ctly by the
Federal Governm ent are now the
subject o f ASIO assessments. A ll these
people are now placed at risk in
relation to their dem ocratic rig h t to
freely associate in law ful social and
p o litica l activity.
All under the pretext of "national
security".
Finally, the argum ent is drawn
together in the seventh chapter on the
security services and the labor
movement. The Com be-lvanov Affair
is not an isolated cru cifixio n of one
person. The orientation of the security
services is established:
A S I O f a i t h f u l l y f o l l o w e d the
Security/Intelligence tradition, oating
back to 1916, o f seeing the left as the
main danger and alm ost ignoring the
right.
A picture is built up. W hitlam is
elected and Security checks on staff
are vetoed at first. Attorney-G eneral
Murphy "ra id s" ASIO. Accusations fly
about CIA-ASIO involvement in the fall
of the W nitlam government. State
police Special Branches are disbandea
by Labor governments.
Faced with a new Labor government,
including m inisters who had been
critical o f ASIO and ASIS, the Security
Establishment may well have felt some
concern for the future ... the issue
could and should be p ut to the test, the
Security Establishm ent lelt.
The
C om he-lvarov m attsr, almost routine
on 3rd February 1983 with Fraser in
office, suddenly became a m atter of
utmos1 urgency on 5th April, with
Labor in office only a month.
A plausible scenario? The details are
interesting: read them.

Steve Caff Is a lawyer and member
of the ALR collective.
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THE POLITICS OF DESPAIR from
page 45
The answer to that question is to be
found in isolation and loneliness, the
cultivation of art as a substitute reality,
the use of art as a weapon against the
life w hich has rejected the art-st, the
feeling of contem pt for others who
com prise that life and the viciousness
that results as the artist takes his
revenge upon them. Indeed, it is
significant that Orwell should look
back upon his childhood and see it as
an enactm ent of this m odernist
predicament:
I was som ewhat lonety. and I
soon developed disagreeable
m annerism s which made me
un p op ul a r throug ho ut my
schooldays. I had the lonely
cn ild 's habit o f m aking up stones
and holding conversafi'ons with
im aginary persons and I think
from the very start my literary
am bitions were m ixed up with
the feeling o f being isolated and
undervalued I knew that I had a
fa cility w ith woras and ? pow er of
facing unpleasant facts, and I felt
that this created a sort o f private
w orld in w hich I could get my
own back for my failure in
everyday life . r9
It is a com m on charge against marxist
c r it ic is m
th a t it a tte m p ts to
characterise a w rite r’s work in terms of
his background. But while it is not in
the spirit of marxism to descend to
such crude determ inism , it is quite
evident that a w riter's background
cannot be entirely ignored. This is
particula rly so in O rw ell's case, for
having him self reminded us of his
childhood he goes on to explain,
I give
a ll this bacxground
inform ation oecause I do not
think one can assess a w riter's
motives without knowing
s o m e t h i n g of his early

developm ent ... before he ever
begins to write he w ill have
acquired an em otional attitude
f r o m w h ic h he . wi l l n eve r
com pletely escape.10
We cannot ignore O rw ell's own
insistence upon the im portance of his
early development; nor can we ignore
that description of the em otional
attitudes to w ^ a s life and other people,
form ed in childhood, and from which,
in his own words "he w ill never
com pletely escape" He w a f, t believe,
unable to escape from those early
attitudes because he failed to rise to an
understanding ot the nature ol modern
life, of its qualities and possibilities,
and was unable therefore to grasp the
great liberating ideas of the times in
which we live. He had made contact
with these ideas, but he was unw illing
to accept them and the view of life
which they represented: as hR himself
remarked, "I am not aDle. and I do not
want, com pletely to abandon the
w o r ld - v ie w th a t I a c q u ire d in
c h ild h o o d " . H e did not wish to
abandon a view in w hich his "literary
am bitions were mixed up with the
le e lin g o f b e in g is o la te d and
undervalued" and in which art became
"a sort of private w orld in w nich " he
''could get" his "ow n back fo r” his
"failure in everyday life".™ It is this
sense of personal failure coupled with
this desire to be avenged upo.i life
which is protected in the failure of
Winston Smitn and the sordidness and
brutalities of his world. But the success
which attended and continues to
attend Nineteen Eighty cour gives it a
w ider significance and places it as a
fantasy which, as Orwell said of Dali,
casts "useful light on the decay of
capitalist civilisa tion ".
_______
Raymono Souths is a lecturer In
English at Wollongong University.
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