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POSTSCRIPT TO PAULSGROVE DIARY.
Recently, while searching for a “phantom” ship, the James, which arrived in
Sydney on 17th November, 1834,1 came across some Illawarra news in the Sydney
Gazette of 20th November, 1834, which confirmed my conclusion that the Mr A
Osborne mentioned in The Paidsgrove Diary was indeed Dr John Osborne’s eldest
son, Archibald, then caring for his father's property at Garden Hill, (ih s Bulletin.
Nov/Dec 1967. p. 66)

To provide confirmation of this point, as well as to convey a little of the culture of
the Magistrates' Courts of the day, I have copied this article in full:
ILLAWARRA MAGISTRATES.
(From a Correspondent)
Thom as Reynolds, assigned servant to M r John Osborne, Surgeon, R. N., was
charged on Tuesday, 7th October, for neglecting his work and insolence to his
m aster’s son, a young gentlem an about 18 years of age. The prisoner in his
defence contended that the complainant was too young to be a competent judge
Of a day’s labour. For this assertion, and this alone, he was sentenced to receive
50 lashes for contempt of court.
On the Saturday following he was again arraigned on the above charge, and
can you believe reader, what I am about to make known to the world? Could you
with this fact before your eyes credit it, that any two magistrates in the colony,
possessing understanding with power to exercise it — with the Act of the
G overnor and Council of Gul. 4. No. 3, for their guidance, with the 18th section
of this Act within their reach, and with an explanatory circular of this very law from
the Colonial Secretary of 24th September, 1832, staring them in the face — that
this Court of Petty Sessions, composed of Messrs. W illiam Gray and Cornelius
O ’Brien, split the offence into two crimes, and sentenced the prisoner to receive
100 lashes, and 12 months to an iron gang!!!
This sentence is not only severe but illegal. If the view I have taken of the 18th
section be correct, it was no misdemeanor; it was not pilfering nor was this charge
against him larceny, and therefore 12 months in irons by this law they are not
allowed to give for the offence with which this man stood charged before them.
Six months only for a second conviction of a like nature, had they authority to
inflict.
I have, in making you acquainted with this proceeding no motive; I can have
had no motive, but a sincere and disinterested love of truth and justice towards a
fellow man. I hope that His Excellency the Governor, will, therefore enquire into
this affair, and remit, at any rate, the unauthorised part of the sentence.
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“To be clear of self-reproach, is amongst the greatest of human consolations” and
now I have performed my part, I leave the existing Executive to execute theirs.

In the same column as the above article, there appeared an agricultural report for
Illawarra which also contains a number of interesting insights. The full text of this
report is given below:
A G R IC U L T U R A L R E P O R T
For
OCTOBER, 1834
ILLA W A R R A
The w h e at throughout the district looks remarkably well, and if the weather
continues as warm and fine a week or two longer, the reaping hook will be actively
in use in a fortnight hence. Slight appearance of rust is visible in some patches of
a few fields, but nothing to cause the farmers to be dissatisfied with their crops
generally.
M aize — Persons who are planting largely are still busily engaged in that
occupation now. That planted at the com mencement of the month is up and looks
healthy and vigorous. The land, from the late and frequent showers, is in the best
possible state for the reception of seed.
Potatoes — This crop looks well.
V ineyard s — The vines here have made strong shoots this season and present
a good show of set grapes.
Horses and N eat C attle are in good condition, and the milch cows having a
plentiful supply of grass and water, furnish the dairies with large quantities of milk.
W e understand that Mr. George Brown of Illawarra, has the contract for building
a new C o u rt-h o use, lock-up and cells at Wollongong.
M ajo r M itchell has very much gratified the inhabitants of Illawarra, by already
furnishing them with a chart of his new line of road to and through the district.
Those who are in the affair can also view a plan of the intended township of
Wollongong at the Police-office there. The design is good, the site suitable, and
the plan neatly executed.

How much history can fit into one short newspaper report? Here we have the first
town plan, the first surveyed road, the contract for the first real court house, and the
beginning of rust in the wheat. And please note, it was then Illawarra, not the
Illawarra.
FWO

