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However, researching hotels also brought to light many associated industries that
‘grew u p ’ with local pubs.
One such industry was billiard saloons. What places they were!
They were often fronts for exclusive clubs which supplied many illegal benefits to finan
cial members.
I am including a chapter on billiard saloons in an updated print of “Little H ouse on the
Hill, a Histoiy of Hotels and the Liquor Industry in the Bulli District of NSW.”
Photographs of these saloons, especially around the Bulli district, are impossible to find.
I would love to include a photograph of a local billiard saloon or hall in the book and
hope a reader may be able to help m e with either a pho to or information.
The following extracts are from research I have com pleted so far on billiard saloons in
the Bulli district.

Billiards and Billiard Saloons
The m ost popular of all indoor sports am ongst men in the Bulli district last century were
billiards and bagatelle. Billiards and bagatelle tables had to be licensed in the NSW
Licensing Courts and th e first to take advantage of attracting those interested in the
table sport was John Floyd of the Railway H otel at Bulli village in 1870. However the
Railway H o tel’s annual license was spasm odic and the pub d id n ’t continue with the
bagatelle license for any length of time.

Probably d u e to th e fact that hotels w ere often short on space, and that enterprising
business p eo p le w ere erecting p u rp o se built saloons th roughout the district, hotels
never persisted in offering tables in their establishments. Purpose built billiard saloons
sprang up in the Bulli area during th e latter part of last century and hit their peak in po p 
ularity during the 1920s and 30s.

The billiard room s w ere colourful places that usually w ere a front for illegal activities.
The saloons, in m ost instances, had a barber shop and tobacconist at the front and w ere

To be continued in next issue..

