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A reproduction of a watercolour by Wesunacort of the Illawarra Stockade was
most enlightening.
Mr Organ convinced us all that Wollongong was on the move, but in the early
1840s there was a slow down because of the prevailing economic condition of the
colony. However, that was shan lived as our next speaker will no doubt emphasize.

NOTICE BOARD
1) The Society secured a Government Grant to assist in display exhibits at the
Museum in a more appealing way. The design is well advanced and hopefully by
Christmas 1996 at least one or rwo of the Museum's Rooms will be refurbished to
everyone's advantage.
2) As mentioned in the last Builetin the working bee is to take place on the 14th
September, 1996 commencing at 9.00 a.m. sharp. It is considered necessary in
order to create a more favourable presentation and so duplication be avoided if
possible. There are some heavy metal exhibits to be removed and placed in storage. Members are asked to assist in that working bee for the overaii improvement
of the Museum.

THE PLYMOUTH BRETHREN IN ILIAWARRA
(A Missed Centenary?)
The Plymouth Brethren are a relatively small separatist denomination. No men-
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tion of them occurs in any published religious history of lllawarra.
My own interest in them stems from the fact that l have lived for 40 years abom
100 metres from one of their churches - which is located on the southern corner
of lligh Street and Lawrence Hargrave Drive, Thirroul.
They are the most unobtrusive group of worshippers imaginable and I am cenain
that very few people actually realize this building is a church.
The Illazcarra J/ercury for 13/51890 records that Thirroul is the home of "nearly
all the members of the Plymouth Brethren, generally styled here the saints,
\\'ho have built for themselves some nice residences."

'Miss Edna Wilson's 'Plymouth Brethern' at right

According to Owen Chadwick's The Victorian Church, "They began first as a little
extreme evangelical group in Dublin from 1827 and advocated that anyone may
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celebrate the Lord's Supper (i.e. administer Holy Communion) or preach. They
received their name when an ex-Anglican clergyman, John Nelson Derby went to
Plymouth in 1830. In 1847-49 the Brethren divided, through Derby's rigidity, into
Open Brethren and Exclusive Brethren - the latter holding no communion with
the others.
Both types of Brethren appear to have strongly predeterminist views - particularly
the belief that it was the duty of God's chosen to avoid all contact with the
ungodly. The dividing line between the practices of the two sects may be somewhat blurred but the Exclusive Brethren appear to be more extremist in this
regard and apparently forbid friendship, business or even eating with those outside the Brethren.
According to Allen Sefton (Northern News, 14/10/1987), "Miss Edna Wilson ran
the Plymouth Brethren Sunday School from her parents two storey home in the
main street opposite the hotel. The adult Thirroul Brethren also began their first
meetings in private houses but (according to my mother) by the 1920s they were
meeting in a room in the then "Soldier's Hall" at Thirroul (now the former RSL
building- the top floor of which houses the Christian City Church). Their present
church on the corner of High Street was constructed after World War Two.
Two of the most respected members of the Brethren in Thirroul were Mr and Mrs
Crawshaw. They lived on the north western corner of Pass Avenue (formerly
known as Stephen Street) and Lachlan Street Thirroul.
Mr Crawshaw owned a confectionery factory in Oxford Street, Sydney and the
windows of these premises were stacked high with packets of coconut ice bearing
their "White Cygnet" brand-name.
The Crawshaws had four daughters - Faith, Hope, Charity and Joy - and a son
named Milton (no doubt in honour of the author of Paradise Lost). Mr Crawshaw
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sold his confectionery up and down the coast lO various corner stores. He also
owned property "over the mountain'' in the Bowral- Mittagong area where he
gre\\· Chinese Gooseberries (now known as Kiwi fmit) and Boysenberries. He was
reputedly the first w introduce both these delicacies to the coast.
The whole family wore expensively plain dress and the girls were famous locally
for wearing hats that cost 5 pounds (an enormous sum in the pre-WW2 period).
But as is characteristic of most Brethren, the family did not mix with outsiders.
Other details are scam and the only way l have been able to glean this amount of
information is that my mother worked in the corner store frequented by the family from 1927 umil1950.
I would be delighted if readers could provide other details about the Brethren in
Illawarra.
Joseph Davis

MORE ON THE "SMITHS AND ANOTHER"
It is well recorded that Governor Macquarie granted 300 acres of Wollongong
land ro Charles Throsby Smith on the 1st December, 1821.
The land grants were not immediately formalized and that task was undertaken
during Governor Burke's term of office in 1835. The Smith land was known then
as "Bustle Farm" and included in the map ofWollongong.
lt is also we\\ recorded that C.T. Smith was to deal in his \and by subdivision.

