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Report on June Meeting

Mr D.K. Muir at our June meeting continued with the theme of our first 50 years and
identified "Wollongong's other Smith, Henry Gilbert Smith 1802-1886". Firstly, thanks
Mr Muir for leaving with us a verbatim account of your address. ON that note, the
Society should undertake publication of the more interesting addresses we have had so
far this year. More discussion please.
From his address we learnt that Henry Gilbert Smith carne to Australia in 1827 with his
younger brother Charles. Ile was then 25 year old. he was well connected in England
and came to Australia with letters of introduction to the Governor from Downing Street,
London. He did not come as a tourist, but to trade and did very well.
He was not to remain in Australia, but returned to England on four occasions and in fact
died there.
He was a man of many parts; he was responsible for building the very first steamship in
Australia, called the Swprise" for commercials purposes. It was ro work the Paramatta
River but was found to be "top heavy". He experienced poor health associated with the
excessive dust in Sydney in those days. and found Wollongong as a "watering place"
where his spirits were lifted and his health restored. He lost no time in establishing a
base here.
He realized the unique features of the locality. While enthusiastic about its potential and
acquiring a hotel in Market Square (fhe site of STMary's College) and a number of the
town's allotments, he was more impressed by the similar delights of Manly and built an
imposing home "Fairlight" there.
He married on 3 occasions and survived 2 wives who died tragically of tuberculosis very
early in their married life.
We were assisted with maps of the location of Mr Smith's property holdings in the town
of Wollongong. He owned the sites of the Congregational Church, \Y/ollongong Police
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Station and many other holdings.
After his death, the family were involved for some years in winding up his estate, from
England. Wollongong featured large in those activities, as was demonstrated by the family adopting their own coat of arms and describing themselves as "Smith - Rowse, ManlyWollongong.
Peter Daly

Books For Sale
Mr Muir is the author of a book published by Manly & District Historical Society entitled,
Henry Gilbert Smith, of Manly and Wollongong.
The book is for sale at the Museum at $12 plus $5 postage

Notice Board
On Saturday, 13th July, 1996 at 2.00 p.m., the members of the Sutherland Shire
Histroical Society are to visit our Museum and are gathering there at 2.00 p.m. Members
wishing to share the occason of the visit and to make the visitors welcome, please attend
there at that time.
A morning tea is planned for supervisors and other workers for the Society and
Museum. That is to take place on Thursday, 18th July, 1996 at 10.00 a.m. Some notice of
those attending is required and for that purpose ring Joyce McCarthy on 288 225 or
Amelia Pezzutto on 283 450.

