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A HISTORY OF MANGERTON PARK

As part of another project, I have recently become interested in the
History of Mangerton Park; the public reserve between Eastern Ave and
Heaslip St. Parish maps show that it was once a portion of a much larger
parcel of land owned by the Osborne brothers.
Eastern Ave was subdivided about 1940. A local resident has informed
me that Mt Keira Colliery (later Kemira) used to spell pit ponies in the
park in the early 1940s. If any member could assist with historical facts
about previous usc of the land or if any references are known that could
be of assistance, it would be very much appreciated.
Kevin Wood
7 Eastern Ave
Mangerton. Ph. 295514

THE BLOOD HOUSE

I note that your November meeting will refer to the Hoskins & the Steel
Industry. You may (or possibly may not, of course) be interested in an
encounter I had with this industry during the 1930s Depression, when I
way carrying the swag'; this would have been in 1935 or 1936. I've
recorded it in my (unpublished) autobiographical m.s .. If it would be of
any interest, I'd be quite happy for you to quote it. I had previously
been employed for a while as a city salesman for a chemical firm in
Sydney. The note goes on:"When the chemical firm split up and my job vanished I said goodbye to
Sydney and set out for Port Kembla, about fifty miles to the south,
where I thought I might get a job at the steelworks. There l joined, each
morning, hundreds more at the gate, with no success. opposite the
works, roughly in the area since taken up with coke ovens, there was a
cluster of hum pies, in which lived a number of unemployed men.
According to the residents, this was a good place to camp for the following reason.

96

November

lllawarra Historical Socie1y Inc.

A car was always likely to drive down the uack between the rows of
humpies in the middle of the night with the horn blowing. This was a
sign that someone had been killed or seriously injured. Anyone who
woke up and ran out quickly enough had a chance of being taken on in
place of the dead or maimed worker. Locally the steelworks was known
as "The Blood House". I stayed in one of the hum pies for one night, at
the invitation of its regtllar occupant who had gone to Sydney to try to
sell the belts and other leather work he spent days in making. One night
was enough; the place was infested with hungry fleas."
This may not, of course, be the picture painted by others who have not
experienced the 'humpy life'. However, as far as I'm concerned, it is
100% truth.
..
Norman Mitchell
294 Gungas Road
Nimbin 2480

KANAHOOKA'S RHONDELLA
If, as usual, my baby siting duties prevent me from getting to the next

meeting, I would be very grateful if someone would ask our speaker, Mr
Hoskins if he knows the name (or could find out) of the architect of
Rhondella.
I have a strong suspicion that this house is the work of a very important
Australian architect. For what it's worth, the Wollongong heritage Study
lists "Rhondella" at Bll-SW and gives the address as 25 Kanahooka Road,
Kanahooka. The less than satisfactory notes and description include the
comment "once owned by A.C. Hoskins".
I would also be interested to know the origin of the name 'Rhondella' .
So would someone be kind enough to ask these 2 questions if I can't
make it?
Joseph Davis

