50

August

lllawarra Historical Society Inc.

WHOKNOWS:Miss. Victoria Flook of Bristol, England was quoting from an
extract of the South Coast Times undated but {'ublished between 1908
and 1919 that contained the following news ttem under the heading
'Coledale":'New waltz to be known as the Illawarra Waltz will shortly be
published. It has been composed by Mr. George Phillips of
Coledale and judging by the favourable opinion expressed by
leading Sydney music critics, the production promises to have
ready sale.'

e

She would be delighted to receive information about that piece of
music. Any helpers or suggestions?
MUSEUM SUPERVISORS URGENTLY NEEDED
It is approaching a crisis situation with the voluntary supervision
of our museum
Please if you have any time to spare on a Thursday or at
weekends, contact Joyce McCarthy on 29 8225 or Margaret Christie on
28 0158
Best wishes to Henry McCarthy
The Society extends its best wishes to Hemy after his recent major heart
surgery.
The Letters of Rachel Henning
Have We Been Conned?

Readers would be familiar with that Australian literary classic,
The Letters of Rachel Henning, which initially appeared as a series in the
Bulletin during 1951-2 and was subsequently published in book form by
Angus & Robertson in 1953, with illustrations by Norman Lindsay, In
1986 a full-colour illustrated version appeared What most people do not
realise is that the published letters are a 'deleted, distorted and defaced'
version of Rachel Henning's original writings. As some of the letters
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were written from Illawarra (she lived for a period at Figtree, whilst her
brother Biddulph had a farm on Bulli Mountain), this matter may be of
some local interest.
A recent article by Anne Allingham, entitled "Challenging the
Editing of the Rachel Henning Letters' (Australian Literary Studies, May
1994, 262-79), reveals that David Adams, then editor of the Bulletin, was
~ponsible for the preparation and editing of the 90 letters which
subsequently appeared as The Letters of Rachel Hennim~- However Ms
Allingham discovered that there are in fact 176 known extant letters by
Rachel Henning, the majority of which were deposited with the Mitchell
Library during 1953 and have not been referred to since Adams'
transcript originally appeared.
In comparing the original manuscript with the published version,
Ms Allingham found numerous discrepancies and omissions. Mr Adams,
being a journalist and perhaps concerned with issues of defamation, took
many liberties with the editorial process. Apart from the common
insertion of punctuation, paragraphs and capitals, he also deleted large
chunks of letter openings and conclusions, containing as they do many
references to Rachel's family and friends. He changed the date of a
letter to fit in with his published chronology. He distorted the written
A word by actually rewriting parts of letters. For example, when Rachel
~ote ' .... she produced the very hideous bucket-shaped thing that you
must remember.... ', Adams transcribed it as' .... she produced the design
for the gold cup you must remember.' When Rachel continued; ' ... .I have
not been able to get the inscription on the gold cup as Biddulph keeps
it at the bankers.... ', Adams re-wrote it as; 'I have been able to get the
inscription on the gold cup .... The inscription is as follows ....' 1his not
only changed the meaning, but also added extraneous text, where a
footnote was warranted.

Such gross alteration of a manuscript is, in 1994, deemed totally
unacceptable. However it seems to reflect the fact that Adams, the
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jownalist, was editing the Henning letters as he would any other piece
for the Bulletin, with scant regard for academic and literary protocol. He
gives no explanation of his editorial method, therefore the impression is
given that the letters as published accurately reflect the original
manuscript and the feeling; of the author, yet this is not so. According
to Ms Allingham, Adams deleted much of the 'spice' from Rachel's
letters - her munerous vitriolic descriptions of other women, discussio~
of family feuds, and distain for the Colony in general is mostly omitted
We are left with a sanitised version of the letters and of Rachel Henning.
Perhaps of most concern is the fact that Adams used Rachel's actual
letters as his working copy, rudely scoring out unwanted pages,
paragraphs and words with blue pencil, and inserting his own revisions
above Rachel's lines.

In light of the above, perhaps it is time to 'rediscover' Rachel
Henning's Illawarra letters, and prepare a fulsome transcription- a 'warts
and all' version which is comprehensive, accurate, and fully reflects the
intent of the original author. Such a version should have been issued
back in 1951-2.

Mchael(hgA
'The Finding of Hardy Wilson
I am delighted to report that Wollongong City Council Local
Studies Library has 'fmmd' its missing copy of Hardy Wilson's Old
Colonial Architecture in NSW and Tasmania (1924).
It's the most beautiful book by an Australian I've ever laid eyes
on and I recommend that readers take the opportunity to view the book
that changed the way we see Australia's built heritage for ever.

