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Then the Housing Commission built a large subdivision of expedient but unimagin·
ative cottages adjoining the Hoskins land on the east. Moreover, that body had then
a propensity towards resuming land to expand into sites such as these gracious
parklands, so that Glennifer Brae was potentially under attack. So perhaps there
was a touch of defensiveness in Mr. Sid's reaction, though the citizens of
Wollongong have every reason for gratitude; he gave the eastern section to
Wollongong City Council for the purpose of establishing Botanic Gardens. Then the
house was acquired by Sydney Church of England Girls' Grammar School, and, to
acquire an adequate area for its purpose, at Mr. Sid's request some of the land was
sold to the School (full market price being extracted by the Council for what it
had obtained for nothing). Eventually the entire property was acquired by the
Council, to be consolidated in the present Botanic Gardens. But it is certain that
only for the original generosity of Mr. Sid and his wife, who was the actual owner,
Wollongong would never have had this attractive civic amenity.
Miss Foskett, incidentally, saw Gleniffer Brae rise from the turf, because every
morning at 9 a.m. she went with Mr. Sid to note progress and matters of attention.
The building of the house was a real labour of love. All this, and much more Miss
Foskett told us, and could have told lots more. Although unfortunately she has
not recorded more, our Society must be grateful to have the notes of the
substantive part of a memorable talk.
E.B.

BEN RIXON
The late Mr. Benjamin Rixon- Who in this colony had not heard ofthe celebrated
"Ben Rixon", who for well nigh half a century was the most famous and successful
tracker in Australia. In the course of the active portions of his long life, he tracked
many a man over hill and dale alike in the interests of humanity and law and order
but now at last, he himself had crossed the bourne from which no traveller returns.
After a protracted illness of two or three years, he died on Tuesday last at the
residence of his son, Mr. James Rixon of Bulli. In the course of his life he rendered
much valuable service to the country, in a public sense as well as privately, to
persons his aid as a tracker. Many a person was rescued from the wilderness by
Mr. Rixon. As a tracker, he was superior to any of the quick eyed aboriginals of
the country. And his un-equalled power in that respect caused him to be sought
after far and wide when any persons were lost in the bush, or the Government
required the whereabouts of some desperado to be ascertained by the police. He
was a native of Parramatta, being one of a triplet birth. After living in that locality
and the Campbelltown district, for a time he settled at American Creek, near this
town, on the farm now owned and occupied by Mr. Deighton Taylor. There he
reared a somewhat large family, but about fifteen years ago this land passed out of
his hands. Since then he has resided with members of his family, and occasionally
with Mr. F.R.Cole, the Customs officer of this port, who at all times treated the old
man most hospitably. Never was any man treated more unfairly by his country
than was the deceased. So many and so great were the services he rendered to the
Government and his fellow men, that in justice to him he should have been in the
receipt of a liberal pension, during the last thirty years at least. But although
the Govenrment of the country failed so much in doing their duty to Benjamin
Rixon it is to be hoped that the people of this district will do honour to his
memory in some suitable manner. He was 80 years old.
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