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Abstract
Kosciuszko National Park is located around 350km south-west of Sydney and is the largest
National Park in NSW. Kosciuszko National Park is home to a horse population of an
estimated 6000 horses. The presence of these horses within the park is highly controversial
due to a range of stakeholders having different perspectives based on different contexts that
horses can be placed in. With the 2008 Horse Management Plan up for review in 2013, the
re-introduction of aerial culling as a control method was being considered. This created a
large divide and subsequent debates around factors such as actual horse numbers in the
park, horse impacts, horse control methods and the ideas around the horses’ right to belong
in the Park.
Data for this project was accessed through a range of sources such as semi-structured
interviews and online content that was made available through discussion forums and social
media. A main focus of the methodology involved situating myself within the project to
experience an entirely embodied approach to the research, therefore introducing the idea of
‘brumbiness’. Analysis of the debate was approached by using the conceptual tool of
assemblage thinking. By investigating the assemblages of the horse, the horse was
deconstructed which allowed the debate to be analysed through these various horse
constructs. An analysis of the 2008 Horse Management Plan opened up the view of the
NPWS as seeing the horse as feral. Analysis of the public debate saw the horse assembled as
‘brumby’ or ‘feral’, and the politics of blame were explored to uncover different perspectives
towards impacts within Kosciuszko National Park. Horse narratives were also analysed to
give further insight into the assemblage of the horse as a brumby, and how connections that
develop between humans and horses play an integral part in the forming of people’s
experiences of brumbiness.
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Preliminary Notes
There are numerous terms used to describe non-domestic horses across the literature and
across the discussion, and these include: free-roaming horses, free-ranging horses, wild
horses, feral horses, pest horses and brumbies. This thesis attempts to avoid categorisations,
as each term is representative of the horse within different contexts. The horses within KNP
are often referred to as ‘brumbies’ by the local community, as it is this label that links to the
Australian identity. To avoid placing myself in a certain category and placing the horse in a
particular context, I do my best to always refer to the horse as simply a ‘horse’, yet this is
sometimes challenging given the project, so I may interchangeably use the terms ‘brumby’
or ‘wild horse’ when distinction is necessary, or if I am purposefully speaking of the horse in
a specific context.

The horse debate from which this research was prompted was originally based on the fact
that aerial culling would be considered as a management tool in the new 2015 Horse
Management Plan. During the course of my research a State Government decision was made
at the end of 2014 declaring that aerial culling would no longer be a consideration. This did
not change the direction of my research, but it is interesting to note, as the decision had not
been made during the collection of my data.
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Chapter 1 : Introduction

Image 1-1 Australian Alps. Photo taken on Mt Kosciuszko walk

To the East or to the West,
Or wherever you may be,
You will find no place
Like the South Countrie.
For the skies are blue above,
And the grass is green below,
In the old Monaro Country
At the melting of the snow.
A.B. “Banjo” Paterson, 1902
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1.1

Introduction

Horse management in the Kosciuszko National Park (KNP) is a highly controversial topic of
research. To help scope the contribution of this thesis to horse management debates in the
KNP this introductory chapter is divided into five sections. The first outlines the research aim
and significance. The next section helps locate KNP, and points to its unique geological and
biological attributes and existing environmental management frameworks, specifically the
Wilderness Act, 1987. The third section turns to the topic of horses in Australia, and then
specifically the KNP, providing a cultural history of their introduction and management. The
fourth section introduces the politics of belonging that fuels public debate around horse
management in the KNP. The final section outlines the structure of the thesis.

1.2

Research Aim and Questions

The aim of this thesis is to draw on assemblage thinking to explore horse-human
relationships within KNP. Three research questions guide this thesis:
1. How are horses assembled within KNP?
2. What are the main horse assemblages that come through in the debate?
3. What are the common themes that come through in people’s narratives about their
individual human-horse encounters that lead to experiencing ‘brumbiness’.

1.2.1 Research Significance
There are several reasons why this research is important. The thesis aim and questions are
all highly relevant and unique to the situation regarding horses in KNP. Currently there is no
peer-reviewed research done on horses in KNP, and very little social science research exists
on wild horses within Australia. Although the assemblage of camels has been researched
(Gibbs 2015), there have been no studies done as yet on the assemblage of horses. A critical
discourse analysis of the 2008 KNP POM has not been done, and by doing so (in this
research) it is something that could prove to be constructive and helpful in the creation of
future management plans. There are studies on horses and humans that have been
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conducted that are based on embodiment and how people come to know and communicate
with horses, but there have been no studies done that focus particularly on the connections
formed with wild horses, let alone the Australian brumbies.

1.3

Locating Kosciuszko National Park

Situated in south-east NSW and lying approximately 350km south-west of Sydney covering
an area of 673,542 hectares, KNP is the largest National Park in NSW.

Map 1 Location map of KNP and adjoining National Parks and Reserves (DEC 2006:02)
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Map 2 A more detailed map of KNP and surrounding towns (DEC 2006:03)
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KNP is home to Australia’s highest mountains and due to its altitude offers a range of
uniquely distinct features such as glacial landscapes comprising granite boulders and glacial
lakes. There are also a diversity of plant communities and endemic species in alpine
vegetation, soils of outstanding scientific value and a number of threatened fauna species
(MacPhee & Wilks 2013).

Image 1-2 Photo of Blue Lake taken along the trail to Mt Kosciuszko

Image 1-3 Photo of the Alps in winter. Image taken from Mt Perisher
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KNP is nationally and internationally recognised as a UNESCO Biosphere Reserve.
“Biosphere reserves are globally considered as:



sites of excellence where new and optimal practices to manage nature and human
activities are tested and demonstrated;



tools to help countries implement the results of the World Summit on Sustainable
Development and, in particular, the Convention on Biological Diversity and its
Ecosystem Approach;



learning sites for the UN Decade on Education for Sustainable Development.”

They “seek to reconcile conservation of biological and cultural diversity and economic and
social development through partnerships between people and nature.” (UNESCO, 2014)

KNP is managed by The National Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS), which is a division of the
Office of Environment and Heritage. The NPWS is governed by several specific laws,
including the National Parks and Wildlife Act (1974).
For a full list of the Acts and regulations that apply to KNP and horse management, see
Appendix G

The Wilderness Act 1987 provides the legislative basis for the identification, protection and
management of wilderness in New South Wales. Nine areas of the park are declared as
Wilderness Areas under the Act (as at April 2004). These nine Wilderness Areas make up
almost 50% of the total park area (KNP POM 2006).

KNP is part of 11 National Parks and Reserves that make up the National Heritage Listed
Australian Alps National Parks. They cover 1.6million hectares of public land throughout the
ACT, NSW and Victoria. Each year millions of tourists visit KNP to enjoy the many attractions
such as its landscape, bushwalking options, camping, mountain biking, horse riding,
skiing/snowboarding and four wheel driving.
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1.4

History of wild horses in Australia

The history of human interactions with horses is thought to date back as early as 5000BC,
where it is believed horses were kept as food in the European steppes. Horse domestication
has been dated back to 3500-3000BC based on evidence of bit wear found on horses’ skulls,
suggesting that the riding of horses was occurring around that time (Kava & Dovc 2008).
Since then utilisation of horses has spread around the globe, with horses being found in both
domestic and non-domestic forms.
Although Australia is a very young nation, the horse has played a significant role in the
country’s development. Changing perspectives of horse numbers and ‘facts’ about wild
horses in Australia and their effects on the landscape are greatly contested and a source of
national debate (see Symanski 1994, Peace 2009). This summary aims to bring to light how
Australia developed its wild horse population and how consideration of these horses has
changed over the country’s short history.
Horses made their way to Australia on the First Fleet with European colonisers in 1788
(Nimmo & Miller 2007; Kampmann et al. 2013; Dobbie et al. 1993; Australian Government
2011). Early government reports indicate that horses adapted well to the conditions of
eastern Australia and by 1820 these numbers had grown to 3500 (Dobbie et al. 1993).
Initially horses were mainly used as utility horses or working farm horses. After 1820, due to
a mortality rate of about 20% on each voyage, a wider variety of breeds started to be
imported such as ponies, saddle, harness and draught horses. Having this variety ensured
that only the most hardy horses would survive the journeys, and therefore increase the
quality of the horses that would be used in Australia (Dobbie et al. 1993).
As grazing lands opened up in the early 1800s, the need for fast and enduring saddle horses
increased, as a large number of Australia’s explorers relied on horses for transport.
Australia’s pastoral economy subsequently began to develop which saw horses also
becoming a necessity for cattle and sheep droving (Dobbie et al. 1993). In the mid-1800s
horses started being bred in large numbers on extensive pastoral holdings. The horses were
selectively bred to thrive in the harsh conditions of the Australian outback so they could
function as low maintenance hard-working stock horses (Kampmann et al. 2013). The
number of horses in eastern Australia rose sharply between 1830 and 1850 from 14 000 to
160 000 (Dobbie et al. 1993).
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It has been argued that the first wild horses in Australia were those originally belonging to
Private James Brumby who came to Sydney with the NSW Corps around 1794 where he later
settled on a free land grant near Windsor breeding horses (Rolls 1969).

Private Brumby’s horses were the first to run wild, and his name is still used to
describe them… In 1804 he went with Colonel Paterson’s colonising expedition to the
Tamar valley in Tasmania and his stock had to be abandoned (Rolls, 1969:349).

The abandoned horses that were running wild were referred to as “Brumby’s horses”, and
this later became “brumbies”, the term now widely used to name wild horses in Australia
(Campbell 1966).
Wild herds of horses proceeded to establish over time due to factors such as extensive
pastoralism initially having little to no fencing (Dobbie et al. 1993; Australian Government
2011), infrequent musters (Dobbie et al. 1993), horses escaping, being let go or abandoned
during times of drought (DEC 2007; Dobbie et al. 1993), or by being purposefully released to
improve the quality of existing mobs (which could later be captured and used as stock
horses) (DEC 2007). Between the late 1860s and 1890s horses had become a major nuisance
in NSW and Victoria.

a very weed among animals… the squatters shot him off in organised battues to
prevent his lawless depredations upon unfenced sheep walks (Rolls 1969:350)

Horses begun being trapped, shot and then skinned, but if the effort of skinning them wasn’t
worth the small return on their parts, people would either fence off their water supply in dry
times and let the horses die from dehydration, or they would poison them (Rolls 1969).
With their increasing pest status and low economic worth, wild horse management through
culling first started to be implemented. As the descriptions below indicate, some of these
methods were extremely brutal. Early media reports include The Maitland Mercury and
Hunter River General Advertiser from 1877:

On Sunday evening there was a deal of excitement about the Barwon, to think that
this day had come when the brumbies were to be yarded, and die by the sword, at
18

Caidmurry. Superintendents, publicans, saddlers, stockmen, storekeepers, dealers,
navvies, &s, together with their orderlies, rode up to witness the death of the poor
brumbies.
…we succeeded in capturing about four hundred head.
I must say that the affair was something grand, for what between whips, cooees, and
foals neighing, entries kicking, and men shouting up the wing, the turmoil I am sure
could be heard for a mile.
I must congratulate Mr. Wyndam on his success as a brumby slayer… and hope to
witness another “brumby chase” before leaving the Barwon.

The Clarence and Richmond Examiner also wrote of this time in a 1909 article:

Thirty years ago mobs of wild horses frequented the scrubby country near the Peak,
and occasionally some of these “brumbies” were run in. The class of horseflesh was
not of special market value in those days, and the price fixed on the brumby was that
of his skin, mane and tail, secured at the price of a rifle bullet.

Rolls (1969) further recounts the history of horse control by describing the need for
increased slaughter as the numbers of wild horses grew. In this time humaneness seemed of
no concern as Rolls (1969) describes horses being rounded up and stabbed in either the
jugular or stomach then set free to die slowly in the bush so as the slaughterers would not
have to deal with the bodies. Another method that was used to kill thousands of horses was
shooting the horse in the heart, which gave it about three miles to run before dropping
dead. This method was known as the “three-mile-range”. Shooting soon became the main
method of control.
The First World War reinvigorated the worth of not only horses but also wild horses, in
particularly the Snowy Brumbies in Australia. Around 70 000 horses lost their lives in WWI
(Massey & Sung 2013).
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Image 1-4 According to The Herald Sun June 2014, this horse 'Sandy' was the only surviving horse to return to Australia
out of all the Australian horses sent to war in WWI

With the wild horses’ regained sense of worth, an opinion piece by General Ryrie titled ‘Arab
Horse not as Good as Australian Brumby’ can be found in the Queanbeyan Age and
Queanbeyan Observer from 1918. The extract of a letter written by General Ryrie was in
response to hearing of the intention for Australia to acquire some of the Arab stud horses
from Palestine to be sent to Canberra for breeding.

I never saw an Arab or a Turk with anything approaching a decent horse yet. There
are some hardy little ponies about 14 hands high, but they are not as good as the
brumbies we used to run in on the Snowy River.

The Braidwood Review and District Advocate also made mention of the well-regarded
brumbies in 1940 with:

There are other mobs of wild horses well worth going after,” said Mr. Blakely, “such
as the Snowy River brumbies, which, although nothing much to look at, are great
stayers – just as safe as the horse of the plains, but only half the size. This horse is
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mountain-bred and can always find a way through the thickest of timber, a very
valuable animal for scout work.

Image 1-5 The Australian Light Horse in France, 1917 <http://www.lancers.org.au/images/lhf/snow.JPG>

After WWII, an increase in mechanisation combined with a decrease in stockmen available
to run pastoral holdings saw more horses being abandoned or released.
Technological advancements, the wide spread of human settlement and pastoralism has
now lead to Australia having the largest population of wild horses in the world, at around
400 000 (Nimmo & Miller 2007; DEC 2007; Australian Government 2011). Most of these
horses occur in the Northern Territory, Queensland and some parts of Western Australia and
South Australia. Scattered populations are also found in New South Wales and Victoria,
mainly in the alpine and sub-alpine areas (Australian Government 2011; Dobbie et al. 1993).
Today, brumbies are officially recognised as an authentic wild breed by the Australian
Brumby Horse Register and Heritage Horse associations, even earning their own brumby
classes at regional shows (Massey & Sun 2013). The Australian Department of the
Environment acknowledges that horses “pose a particularly complex management problem
because they can have economic and cultural value, and debate continues about the best
way to manage their populations in Australia”.
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Map 4 Wild horse occurrence throughout Australia The Atlas of Living Australia
<http://bie.ala.org.au/species/Equus%20caballus>
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Map 5 Horse presence in KNP and designated horse-free areas
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Figure 1 Timeline outlining history of horses in KNP and their management
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1.4.1 Horses in Kosciuszko

Image 1-6 Three mobs of brumbies at Tantagarra Plain

A wild, unhandled lot they are
Of every shape and breed.
They venture out 'neath moon and star
Along the flats to feed;
But when the dawn makes pink the sky
And steals along the plain,
The Brumby horses turn and fly
Towards the hills again.
A.B. “Banjo” Paterson, 1895

In 2007 it was estimated that there were at least 1.2 million horses in Australia, which
included 400,000 brumbies and 316,000 horses on agricultural properties (RIRDC 2011). This
same source indicated that there was ‘a lack of credible information detailing horse numbers
in Australia and their geographic distribution’ (RIRDC 2007:03). The Canberra region, two
hours' drive from Kosciuszko, has the highest horse ownership per capita of anywhere in
Australia (Main 2011).
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The Kosciuszko region itself has numerous horse riding enterprises, a number of which offer
trail rides within the park, mostly in the northern sections. Horse riding within the park is
governed by the provisions of the 2006 Plan of Management and the Australian Alps Horse
Riding Code.
Wild horses have been recorded in the region since the 1830s when Europeans first started
exploring the area, and their presence has since been mythologised in the iconic Banjo
Paterson poem The Man from Snowy River (first published in 1890). The poem is
memorialised on the Australian ten
dollar note (pictured).
At least two Snowy Mountains towns,
Corryong and Dalgety, hold annual
festivals that include celebrations of
mountain horse riding, often including
saddle-training brumbies.
Control of horses first started within the
Park in the 1970s with licensed brumby running and roping, but due to concerns over horse
welfare this was banned in 1982 when the first Plan of Management (POM) was adopted
(DEC 2007). Due to horses having no natural predators in Australia, the horse numbers
within KNP have continued to grow; with only drought, extreme winters and fires as natural
mediators of numbers. The 1990s onwards has seen a growing focus on horse populations
and the associated environmental impacts that are believed to be associated with them
(DEC 2007).

1.5

The KNP Horse Debate

The current horse debate, one can suggest, has stemmed from the decision made in 1969 to
end grazing in KNP; and with that ending 135 years of grazing history in the area. The
National Park and Wildlife Act 1967 was gazetted and this meant that management
responsibilities from the then in charge Kosciuszko State Park Trust was to be handed over
to the newly created National Parks and Wildlife Service. In 1983 a Management Plan was
adopted and this saw the prohibition of horse riding as well as brumby running and roping
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within some areas of KNP. This key moment, prohibiting locals from accessing their family
land or engaging in activities their forefathers had passed onto them, is suggested to have
sparked the divide. The Snowy Mountains Horse Riders Association (SMHRA) was founded in
1985 as a response to the banning of riding within large parts of the park. Since then other
groups and alliances have formed, including the Snowy Mountain Brumby Sustainability and
Management Group Inc., who as can be seen from the image below, hold a very anti-NP
stance. This is one example of the politicised nature of the debate. A full list of brumby horse
groups and association can be found in Appendix B

Image 1-7 Bumper stickers that have been made available by the Snowy Mountain Brumby
Sustainability and Management Group Inc

1.6

Thesis Structure

The literature review overviews the academic literature, focusing on the role of the social
sciences and how they play an important role in environmental management. Animal
geographies are explored, looking into more-than-human geography and how it shapes
human-animal interactions. Attention is turned to the horse to identify the existing literature
around wild horse management in Australia and around the world. Exploring this opens up
the door to the connections humans have with horses, and how human-horse relationships
develop through embodiment.
Since the project is quite personal to myself, the methodology begins with my positionality
to situate myself in the project. After outlining the ethical considerations, the large variety of
research methods are described and explained to expose the unique and personal nature of
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the project. The results chapter is split over three chapters that respond to the project aim
and questions that are set out in Chapter One. A critical discourse analysis of the 2008 KNP
HMP is found in Chapter Four; Chapter Five sees an exploration into the various assemblages
of the horse and how these play out in the debates around their management. Finally
Chapter Six explores narratives and identifies a range of themes that lead to how people
come to experience brumbiness. The conclusion ties all the research together, noting policy
implications and offering future research suggestions that could potentially carry on or
further the work.
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Chapter 2 : Literature Review

Image 2-1 The original cover art on Elyne Mitchell's novel 'The Silver Brumby'. Cover art by Anne Spudvila.
<https://cdn.shopify.com/s/files/1/0127/6072/files/IMG_0006.jpg?3281>

29

2.1

Introduction

There are many factors that play a part when scoping the entire issue of horses within KNP.
The use of not only the environmental sciences, but also embracing the social sciences is
important for thorough understanding of all aspects. This chapter will analyse the different
factors that are considered essential when investigating wild horses and their management
within the National Park. Firstly the importance of the social sciences in environmental
decision-making will be discussed to highlight the role they play in breaking apart dualistic
ways of thinking such as the nature/culture and native/feral divides. Human dimensions in
environmental decision-making are also argued as being necessary for the unpacking of
ideas surrounding belonging, and the role human belief systems have in socially constructing
landscapes. The next focus is on animal geographies. With the growing literature on animal
geographies there is an obvious increasing recognition of the importance of studying
human-nonhuman relations. By investigating the ideas surrounding ‘more-than-human’
geography, the non-human world is opened up to see how these agentive individuals play a
part in shaping human lives, and how representational theories determine how humans
come to know and appreciate particular species. Labels such as ‘wild’ and ‘feral’ are
explored to look into the idea of belonging and how human-constructed categories affect
animal management. Finally the investigation of animal geographies explores the
geographies of the horse, and by doing so incorporates the cultural research surrounding
their management, as well as the more-than-human view of seeing horses as agentive
individuals capable of complex communication with humans to form human-horse
relationships.

2.2

Environmental Social Sciences
I can see strong resonance between doing cultural geographies of nature and efforts
within environmental science and management to find effective tools for dealing
with uncertainty, incomplete information and constant change (Instone 2014:136).

The role of social sciences in environmental decision-making is frequently and widely
explored in academic literature (see for example Nimmo & Miller 2007; Miller 2009; Jones
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2000; Gibbs 2015; Shackleford et al. 2013; Gibbs & Warren 2014; Instone 2004; Whatmore
2006; Dowling 2005). Cultural environmental research is important as it has the capacity to
acknowledge a need to critically reflect on what we know about the world, through concepts
like cultural landscapes and situated knowledge (Instone 2004), the way that through
everyday practices we start to shape and are shaped by the material world around us
(Whatmore 2006; Instone 2004; McIntyre-Tamwory 2013), thinking outside of the dominant
Western culture/nature binary that operates to categorise and place hierarchies on different
environmental elements (Eskridge & Alderman 2010; Gibbs et al. 2015; Head 2012), and the
ability to deeper analyse environmental discourses on how land management debates and
decisions are performed (Whittaker & Mercer 2004; Gibbs & Warren 2014; Gill 2013).
Cultural geography is able to play these particular roles because of its long-standing interest
in the relationships between humans and their environment.

According to cultural environmental research, science offers one way to understand humanenvironmental relationships underpinned by dualist thinking. The social sciences challenge
this approach in that they argue:

the full breadth of human-environmental interaction cannot be captured by positivist
scientific approaches alone, but rather entails an inclusive approach that may
combine qualitative techniques like oral history, participant observation or focus
groups with quantitative methods (Bryan & Wilson 1998:329-330).

Cultural geographers are valuable in high-profile public debates, particularly in regards to
the broader social, cultural and political context of decision-making and practice around
pressing environmental issues (Gibbs & Warren 2014; Whittaker & Mercer 2004).
Investigating the environment through a discursive conceptual lens reveals the uneven social
relationships that comprise the politics of nature (Hajer 1995). As Symanski (1994:262) also
claims “the environment is hardly a matter of biology alone. It is, rather, securely grounded
in society and politics”.

It is maintained that human beings cannot objectively ‘know’ or ‘understand’ the
environment unmediated by social factors… from this perspective, we can investigate
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how these processes of social construction can politicise seemingly natural and
objective events, such as bushfires, and lead to conflict. (Whittaker & Mercer 2004).

Whittaker & Mercer (2004) analyse the various discourses surrounding bushfires in response
to a particularly intense fire season over 2002/2003. When cultural environmental
researchers adopt research techniques such as performing discourse analyses, they are able
to acquire a more thorough understanding of how the different attitudes, beliefs, interests
and values shape environmental debates. By understanding all these aspects and bringing
the perspectives to the surface, an improvement on land and management decisions, as well
as compromise between opposing coalitions can be made to minimise both damage and
conflicts of future events (Whittaker & Mercer 2004). A study by Gibbs & Warren (2014) on
the controversial shark cull in Western Australia also encouraged the importance of cultural
geographers, in this case to “further contribute to understanding how we negotiate
troublesome encounters between humans and the non-human world” (Gibbs & Warren
2014:02). In cases such as this geographers are able to address issues of concern by engaging
with the public and seeking perspectives from those most enmeshed in the management
debate to therefore offer thorough insights and understandings.

Cultural environmental perspectives are also explored in a study by Gill (2013) on rural
stewardship. By drawing on Anderson (1997)’s concept of critical domestication which
explores the history and processes of plant and animal domestication throughout human
existence, Gill provides a framework that is able to “place the development of pastoral
stewardship in a deeper temporal and cultural context” (Gill 2013:11). Stewardship is
important to understand when considering the wild horses in KNP, as it is through the lens
of pastoralists and their stewardship to country that informs particular perspectives
regarding horse management. Through the use of research methods that involve
ethnographic fieldwork it is possible to examine the “pastoralist conceptions of nature, their
relationships to land and the processes by which these relationships develop and are
sustained” (Gill 2013:04). This allows a critical examination of competing knowledge systems
that can be found between ecologists/scientists and pastoralists. Domestication has an
important role to play in the connections to country as Anderson (1997) comments on how
over history, man’s ability to harness life-forms to work to his service can be seen as a way
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of becoming ‘civilized’. Looking at domestication in this way sees it as a human triumph over
nature, and as Anderson (1997:481) describes, domestication can be seen as “a political
activity embedded within concrete human practices”. These practices of domestication
govern the cultural knowledges of people who live or work within the Snowy Mountains
region.

According to McIntyre-Tamwory (2013), cultural knowledge gives significance to landscapes.
Although places do exist independently in time and place from people, the ‘meaning’ and
importance of place cannot be removed from the history and heritage of human experience
and culture. McIntyre-Tamwory goes on to advise that when managing a protected area,
one must understand the social value, as well as the natural and cultural. Whatmore (2006)
raises the idea of ‘vernacular landscapes’, referring to the many everyday ways of how
people make themselves at home in the world. The landscape is ever changing and it is the
ways in which people who live in the area mould it to create what they consider home and
their sense of place. An example of this comes from Trigger (2008) who also makes mention
of the ever-changing landscape, but reports on how this is embraced by the Yolngu people
of Arnhem Land, who have a relationship with the land that is in a state of constant recreation to include the significance of ancestral past as well as the ‘sedimenting of past and
present experiences’. A host of introduced species and flora are incorporated into
meaningful aspects of ‘country’ in Aboriginal terms.

Instone (2004) can also been seen to enforce the idea of how different cultural knowledges
and experiences shape particular landscapes. She bases her own personal experience of
travelling between Melbourne and Darwin to emphasise how there is a “…dense complexity
of the practices of situatedness and why this concept is so vital in the doing of cultural
geographies of nature… our knowledge making is never innocent or universal… the world is
always articulated from a particular point of view” (p135). She uses the term ‘situated
entanglement’ as a way of describing the overlapping and intertwining aspects of all manner
of entities, including culture, nature, humans and animals. This goes against conventional
ways of seeing the landscape, and instead enlightens how controversial environmental
management issues arise due to all the various individual experiences that people have with
an area.
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The concept of ‘belonging’ is essential to unpack as it is a discursively constituted term that
plays an important role when making decisions around land management. Belonging in
Australian environmental management policy making is often framed in terms of the
desirability of ‘native species’ versus the undesirability of ‘non-native species’ (Sackleford et
al. 2013; Gibbs et al. 2015; Notzke 2013; Eskridge & Alderman 2010). The ideas of belonging
and not belonging are closely linked into the categories of ‘native’ and ‘feral’. Categorisation
as native or feral defines how a species is to be treated and managed, particularly within a
national park system dominated by the historical weight of a positivist environmental
science. The status or identity that is ascribed to a particular species is instructive of the
moralistic ways environmental discourses come into action. The way nonhuman species are
valued and treated in the public arena is especially connected to the concepts of native
versus alien (Eskridge & Alderman 2010). Head (2012) focuses attention on the concept of
nativeness in relation to plant species in Australia. “The different ways in which nativeness
has been constructed and understood is an important subset of the wider debates, with
implications for the status of and actions towards humans, animals, plants and other
organisms” (Head 2012:168). Human geography is able to critique the concept of nativeness
as it places problematic boundaries around nature and culture. The social sciences aim to
undo boundaries and look past dualisms that exist in environmental management.
In a study by Gibbs et al. (2015) on camels in Central Australia, by looking at camels through
the conceptual tool of ‘assemblage thinking’ it allowed deeper analysis into the changing
social relations involving humans and nonhumans by deconstructing the camel. Thinking of
‘camel assemblages’ was able to disrupt the “fixed notions of impact and belonging” and
open up an avenue “for reimagining the place of camels in Australia, and in social relations
across multiple scales” (Gibbs et al. 2015:58). The assemblage tool offered an opportunity
to see belonging as far more fluid and complex than other discursive methods might
suggest. By paying attention to the non-human and seeing an animal as an agentive
individual, the complexities of its belonging are surfaced in the histories of the humananimal relationships, and emotional concepts can be taken into account.
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2.3

Animal Geographies
Humans are always, and have always been, enmeshed in social relations with animals
to the extent that the latter, the animals, are undoubtedly constitutive of human
societies in all sorts of ways (Philo & Wilbert 2000:03).

Animals are a growing focus of study across the social sciences including geography. As
Buller (2014a:308) points out, over the last 15 or so years the study of animal geographies
has “become an increasingly present, dynamic and potentially innovative subfield of
geography”. Animal geography draws on a number of different theoretical concepts that
move beyond studying animals as purely biological creatures.

One strand of thinking draws on representational theories to conceive of how animals exist
in human imaginings. Animal existence is featured in spoken and written folklore, nursery
rhymes, novels and treatises (Philo & Wilbert 2000). Representational theories that draw
attention to the relationship between knowledge and power open up the controversial issue
of animal management (Gibbs et al. 2015; Notzke 2013; Peace 2009; Nimmo & Miller 2007).
It is through the spatiality of human-animal relations that the construction of where is
appropriate and where is not appropriate for certain animals to be present is embedded
(Jones 2000).
Representational theories figure prominently in arguments around the politics of belonging
and the many different discourses that may lead to animals (including humans) as being
considered ‘out of place’ (Jones 2000; Gibbs et al. 2015). For example Notzke (2013) points
out how little consistency there is in using categories such as ‘feral’ or ‘wild’ when referring
to free-ranging horses throughout the world. While the term ‘feral’ always implies that the
particular species is one that does not belong, ‘wild’ on the other hand doesn’t specify
directly whether or not an animal belongs in a particular place, it purely suggests that the
animal is not domestic. Nevertheless, Notzke (2013) refers to Collard (2012) to explore the
implications of wild horses venturing between the spatial categories of ‘wild’ and ‘domestic’.
Imaginary lines are often put in place by particular institutions, which determine what
spaces are and are not considered ‘wild’. Although not threatening to life, wild horses in
spaces imagined as domestic can be seen as figuratively threatening by being ‘out of place’
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and therefore in a position where in some cases they can be regarded as ‘killable’. This
points to the politics of representation, as an animal by purely being categorised as ‘not
belonging’, despite posing no physical danger, may be up for eradication because of how its
presence unsettles the social order. However, as Yuval-Davis (2006:203) argues, belonging
“is not just about social locations and constructions of individual and collective identities and
attachments but also about the ways these are valued and judged.” This indicates the
fluidity of belonging and how dynamic the term can be. Attitudes and ideologies are everchanging, and this can lead to evolving ideas of how imagined categorical and spatial
boundaries are drawn.

Another strand of geographical thinking draws on more-than-human theories to conceive
the different ways in which animal agency is constructed (Buller 2014a; Buller 2014b;
Whatmore 2006; Probyn 2014; Instone 2004). Whatmore (2006) called for a shift of focuses
from texts, representation and discourse to redirect attention to the ‘livingness’ of the
material world. Whatmore (2006) argued that geographers should

…re-animate the missing ‘matter’ of landscape, focusing attention on bodily
involvements in the world in which landscapes are co-fabricated between morethan-human bodies and a lively earth (Whatmore 2006:603).

Probyn (2014) reflects on the more-than-human concept being one that busily crosses
through many disciplines and covers various issues of concern. “It beckons a utopia of
togetherness and fascinates a dystopia of ecological and economic catastrophe”. The morethan-human is a way of capturing the various different and changing relationships that exist
among humans whilst also including the many different aspects of the non-human. As Buller
(2014b:06) states:

The key methodological endeavour of human-animal relational studies has been to
come to some emergent knowing of non-humans: their meaning (both materially and
semiotically); their ‘impact’ on, or even co-production of, our own practices and
spaces; and our practical and ethical interaction with and/or relationship to them –
or at least to find creative ways to work around unknowing.
36

Lorimer & Whatmore (2009)’s analysis of hunting elephants in the mid-nineteenth-century
illustrates the importance of thinking about non-human agency to allow a deeper
understanding of an animal. As discussed by Lorimer & Whatmore (2009) (referencing
Franklin (2001) and Marvin (2000)), hunting is a skill that requires becoming attuned to the
everyday lives of the agency of elephants. Lorimer & Whatmore (2009:672) go on to
describe the “skilled and immersive performance in which a hunter has to tune-in to the
animal and work with the lively agencies of the prey.” Both contemporary and historical
geographical work on hunting, through the lens of more-than-human geography,
emphasises the importance of human-animal respect. In historical contexts, the analysis of
old hunting diaries is able to gain access into the embodied knowledges of hunting that
provide clues to the agency of animals and the human-animal relationship. Rather than
reading the diaries as texts to be discursively interpreted, insights are moved to the
embodied knowledge of the hunter, the degree in which the hunter ‘knows’ the animal, the
emotions tied into the hunt, the excitement of the chase and the agency given to the animal
in understanding its movements and reactions.

Ethno-methodologies are widely used within animal geography as well as other related fields
of social science. Ethno-methodologies take into consideration the mindful animal agency in
human-animal relations. What also is considered is the observation of how exchanges
between human and non-humans are practised and performed. Humans and non-humans
become framed, enacted and constructed through multiple layers of interactional practice
(Buller, 2014b). Emma Power (2008) writes about dogs to explore how the home is created
with a non-human, as pet animals are frequently described and encountered as family. The
article explores the role of dogs within the family, and how relationships between dogs and
family members develop, and subsequently how family function is affected.

Recognition of more-than-human family relations requires a broadened approach
that moves beyond biological, human-centred narratives of familial belonging to
consider who (and what) is experienced as family, and how these relations are lived
through every- day, routine activity in and through the home (Power 2008:537).
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In the co-constructed world questions arise of what does and does not belong. Rather than
belonging solely being an outcome of discursive practices, Wright (2014:2) argues that
“…belonging is actively created through the practices of a wide range of human and morethan-human agents, including animals, places, emotions, things and flows”. Following this
logic, belonging is not merely just an idea or concept created by humans governing the way
lives are crafted. Instead, it is a sense of order, and hence forms imaginary lines and
boundaries of what is right and wrong in either physical or imagined places. It is the
outcome of how material and immaterial, human and non-human, ideas and embodied
knowledge are assembled into a working whole. Wright (2014) terms this concept ‘weak
theory’. She suggests that theorising belonging using weak theory is able to point “to the
importance of process, of performances of belonging, and to the ways belonging is actively
created through the practices of a wide range of human and more-than-human agents,
including animals, places, emotions, things and flows” (Wright 2014:02).The implication of
thinking this way in relation to the wild horses in KNP is that their belonging can be seen to
be made up of numerous factors that venture far beyond the simple ‘feral’ or ‘native’ divide.
Belonging taps into the emotional experiences of people. People who feel the presence of
horses in KNP is of value on either a cultural or even spiritual level, or from the other end
people whose emotional ties to the landscape sees the horses as a pest due to negative
environmental processes believed to be attributed to them. Belonging is multi-layered and
controversial, so it is important to respect all its aspects and the discourses that come
attributed to it.

2.4

Animal geographies: the horse

The human-horse relationship is a focus for many authors and journals, covering a range of
different topics including, but not limited to: the social dimensions regarding wild horse
management (Notzke 2013, Nimmo & Miller 2007, Symanski 1994, Peace 2009, Rikoon
2006); the emotional connection and embodiment between horse and rider (Game, 2001;
Maurstad et al. 2013; Wipper 2000); situated human-horse relationships (Schuurman 2014;
Hausberger et al. 2008); and the importance different handling methods can play when
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domesticating and communicating with horses (Fureix et al 2009; Game, 2001; Hausberger
et al. 2008).

2.4.1 Social dimensions of wild horse management
The believed ecological impacts along with the socio-cultural significances of wild horses
globally are major determining factors in how management strategies are approached
(Notzke 2013). The social science dimensions of wild horse management come to light in
numerous cases around the world where wild horse presence and belonging becomes
contested. Cases in Australia that have been researched include the Northern Territory
(Symanski 1994), Coffin Bay in Victoria (Peace 2009), Guy Fawkes National Park (Nimmo &
Miller 2007, Chapple 2005), and now there is the current, but surprisingly still unstudied,
debate surrounding KNP. Globally, similar environmental and political discussions have
played out regarding wild horses in places such as Ozark National Scenic Riverways in southcentral Missouri. In this case the federal agency planned to move a small number of horses
from a protected area, leading to community protest (Rikoon 2006). Western Canada has
also experienced wild horse controversy, with Notzke (2013) exploring the variety of
dimensions that wild horses have and the frameworks in which they can be viewed from,
which reflects profoundly on their management approaches.
Wild horses in Australia have generated extensive discussion, but in a review by Nimmo and
Miller (2007) they identified very little applied social research nor any peer-reviewed
literature focusing on the human dimensions of wild horse management as of that time.
More than just institutionalised ecological knowledge needs to be sought when looking into
horse management as the issue is contingent upon ethical, political and cultural issues, not
just scientific ones (Nimmo & Miller 2007). This became very evident in October, 2000 at
Guy Fawkes River National Park in north-east NSW, when around 600 horses were shot by
trained marksmen from helicopters (see Chapple 2005 for a detailed report). There was no
community consultation and it resulted in a large outcry. This event also resulted in political
repercussions with a ministerial ban being placed on the aerial shooting of horses in NSW
and an independent inquiry being made into the cull. Members of political parties were even
referring to the cull in emotive terms (Nimmo & Miller 2007), which demonstrates the
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connection that exists between horses and people, as well as the sensitivity surrounding
management strategies.
In one of the few Australian studies on wild horse management, Peace (2009) focuses on the
wild ponies of The Coffin Bay National Park, located at the foot of the Eyre Peninsula in
South Australia. When the National Park was declared in the early 1970s the ponies were
described as ‘feral’, ‘vermin’ and ‘pests’. The National Parks and Wildlife Act 1972 offers no
place for introduced species with the aim being to return land to ‘wilderness’ or ‘nature’,
therefore the ponies were a presence to be killed along with any other feral animal. Just
under 30 years later, a 1999 report referred to the ponies as ‘exotic animals’, the term
downgraded from ‘ferals’ over the period of three decades. Peace (2009) raised the question
as to what it takes for the label of ‘indigenous’ and ‘native’ to take place, as over time the
Coffin Bay pony had developed physiological adaptations to the Peninsula ecology, therefore
making it an animal which had evolved in the Australian bush. The ponies were also very
much a part of the Coffin Bay Township and held heritage values to those living there.
Through the creation of committees and protests, the removal of the ponies from Coffin Bay
was voted against.
Franklin (2006) highlights the significant role horses have played in both colonial
establishment but also their role in stockwork which has led to many Aboriginal
communities having strong bonds to horses. Franklin argues horses “were given their
freedom after having given service, and their retrial and redesignation smacks of treachery”
{2006, p218). Robinson et al (2005) found strong connections by local Aboriginal people to
free-roaming horses in Kakadu National Park. Similarly, Bhattacharya (2014) argues that
specific First Nations groups in Canada have strong cultural associations to wild horses,
demonstrating “how a species considered by some people to be invasive can be accepted
into the livelihood practices of local communities” (p 678).
When it comes to environmental and ecological issues, changing facts and contested
realities are not uncommon. There are many interpretations and seldom a single story.
Issues may come to prominence solely because of prominent figures' interest in them. Data
can be re-examined and deemed to be now “important” due to issues being suddenly being
of concern, and this is the study by Symanski (1994) of wild horses in the Northern Territory.
Symanski looked at the changing perspectives of wild horses in outback Australia over the
decades starting from the 1960s onwards, with their status changing from being a problem
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to not being a problem over and over, depending on whose story was being told and what
data was being taken into account. Differing opinions regarding who or what is responsible
for loss of biodiversity and land health lead to confusion over placing blame on a particular
species or process. Due to the location of the Northern Territory, the damage of feral species
was initially largely ignored or downplayed due to more pressing issues in other states.
Rikoon (2006) comments on how conflicts over the protection or restoration of landscapes,
natural resources, and species are not isolated or simple struggles over defining nature or
the landscape, but rather conflicts between groups with competing views and interests in
the environment that embody wider social and economic power relationships. The case of
the Ozark wild horses in south-central Missouri, just like the brumbies in KNP, can be seen as
social struggle being played out in the form of environmental conflict. In the study by Rikoon
(2006) it was found that the National Park Service (NPS) narratives about the landscape
contain scant references to the horses, except to establish their recent historical origins and
“unnatural” introduction placing them outside of nature. As opposed to NPS selfidentification as naturalists or environmentalists, many local citizens define themselves as
conservationists who champion a dynamic and interactive human–nature relationship. Local
attachments to the wild horses are often intensely personal because of individual and social
connections. Local social constructions of the landscape include diverse legends of the
horses’ origins, which can be likened to the same situation in KNP with the history of the
term ‘brumby’ and the immortalization of brumbies in stories and poetry. The various
constructions of both the horse and the landscape are also explored by Notzke (2013) who
comments on how animal subjectivity and agency see the horse as a charismatic other that
affects the relationships with humans and communities. It is these qualities that are seen to
account to challenges in wild horse management.

2.4.2 Living with horses - horseness
There is a growing body of literature on human-nonhuman animal relationships and the
ability of different species to achieve intersubjectivity and communicate with one another
(Brandt 2004). Research into the forms of communication between horses and humans has
been undertaken and includes (but is not limited to) the following authors: Game (2001);
Brandt (2004); Birke (2007); Birek et al. (2010).
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Game (2001) proposes the concept of ‘horseness’ to explore the connections between the
bodies of humans and horses. Horseness is the capacity of human bodies to move, think and
anticipate like a horse. Game (2001) argues that because bodies are malleable there is
always the possibility for what she terms ‘cross-species communication’. Hence, those who
live with horses have a capacity for horseness. Brandt (2004) explores the way in which
humans and horses co-create their own language system as a way of communicating in
order to form successful partnerships. By using an interaction approach Brandt found that
one could “explore how the two species create shared meanings that – even in the absence
of shared verbal language – shape the way they interrelate and live together” (p301).

Brandt (2004) also focused on the embodied nature of human-horse communication.
Because of the unique qualities of the human-horse relationship, including the large
difference in size between the two parties, the exploration into the role of the body (both
human and horse) in human-horse communication is essential. For both horse and human,
the body is a tool through which they can communicate a wide range of different emotions.
Without being aware, humans are constantly communicating ideas and feelings by the
movements and actions of their bodies that horses pick up on. Birke (2007) observes the
changing views in the way horses are trained, which can be attributed to a growing shift in
human attitudes toward nonhuman animals. A growing awareness of animal sentience and
subjectivity may be understood as a driver for changing the ways people living in close
proximity to animals train them. This introduces the training method that is termed ‘Natural
Horsemanship’.

Natural Horsemanship is being widely discussed as a new approach to horse domestication
and training that allows people to “begin to understand horses and develop a partnership –
to learn to ‘speak horse’” (Birke 2007:109). The argument is also repeated by Fureix et al.
(2009), who comments on the growing interest in Natural Horsemanship as the handling
style is inspired by that of a horses’ natural behaviour. Wild horses are observed to
communicate through visual cues, so it is the emphasis of these visual and gestural cues that
play an important part of the Natural Horsemanship techniques. On the subject of
domestication and training, Hausberger et al. (2008) also provides a valuable overview on all
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the factors that play a part in leading to the development of a strong and positive humanhorse relationship. “Understanding that a relationship is built up on the basis of a succession
of interactions is an important step as it suggest that attention is being paid to the ‘positive’
or ‘negative’ valence of each interaction as a step for the next one” (p1).

Multi-species ethnographers seek new ways to explore and understand the complex kinds of
relationships that humans form with other animals.
Maurstad et al. (2013) adds to the growing literature on ethnographies of horse-human
relationships in a study comprised of interviewing 60 participants, all of who were horse
riders, so an elaborate understanding and exploration into human-horse connections could
be made. Three points of relational co-being are highlighted, these being: the riders’ feelings
of mutuality with their horse, reflecting on the moments their two bodies are in sync and
moving as one being; the co-being as the engagement between two agentive individuals,
giving examples of situations where both horse and human meet as individuals with their
own agency and self-awareness; and lastly the way in which beings become horse and
human by co-shaping and co-domesticating each other. These same relationships between
horse and rider have also been mentioned by Game (2001), Wipper (2000), and Birke (2007)
which indicates the special connections that occurs.
Game (2001) examines the flow and movement of riding, likening it to that of a mother and
baby breathing in rhythm together. When riding, there is no pure human or pure horse;
rather there is a between-human-and-horse way of being. Going through the paces requires
both horse and rider to perform the action. It is through the rhythm that horse and rider
both inhabit riding. An article by Wipper (2000) looks into the relationships between horse
and rider in the sport of Eventing. The term riders use to describe the relationship is
‘partnership’. Emphasis is placed on the importance of compatibility and communicating, as
well as developing mutual trust, confidence and respect. Birke (2007) explored not only the
way humans communicate with their horse but also the bond created. When people talk
about their horse as a partner, they are seeing their horse as becoming almost human.
Becoming an embodiment of the other, in tune and as one. This is what most horsey people
yearn for in their relationship with their horse. The becoming ‘as one’.
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Bonding is a major part in building a strong partnership. In the article by Schuurman (2014),
the relationships with horses are interpreted rather as companionships, in the particular
cases of where horses are kept for both competition purposes and companionship by either
leisure or amateur equestrian riders. The article obtains blogs written by Finnish horse
owners to construct narratives about the shared life with a horse, and hence get insight into
the situated human-horse relationships. It enables a close scrutiny of the shared embodied
encounters between horse and owner and how place plays an important role in how the
relationship is constructed by the rider interpreting the horse’s actions based on specific
settings.

In the study by Birke et al. (2010), respondents used narratives to explain how they come to
understand their horse, and this was done by telling the horse’s story. By telling the story
they would trace back the horse’s history to explain why the horse had certain traits, and in
particular “bad” behaviours. Understanding the horse’s needs and the desire to ensure the
horse was kept “happy” meant that the owner would need to ‘know’ their horse and
recognise its behaviour. (Re)telling the horse’s past was particularly prominent in accounts
involving rescue and these stories, although familiar, are very powerful. This can be
attributed to the growing societal concern for animal welfare. Retelling the horse’s story in
the way of rescue can be viewed as a redemption narrative. Redemption is an important
narrative strategy in the creation of personal identity and wellbeing as it helps construct
both human and animal identities. In human interactions with companions, the animal can
become a resource for self-construction (Birke et al. 2010).

Living with horses has important applications. For example, Game (2001) draws on the
concept of horseness to explore the domestication and further training of horses. She argues
that the training of horses must be done in a way that does not remove a horse of other
horse company. She argues that this is because horses are social creatures and rely on
support from a herd, but when not in a herd they seek the emotional support from humans
which is why the human-horse relationship is possible. The trainer must have a relationship
with the horse that is stronger than what the horse has with other horses in its paddock. For
example, if a horse ‘falls in love’ with another horse, then this obsession and connection will
prevail over the horse/trainer relationship, and therefore throw out the balance.
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After completing a thorough review of the academic literature that relates to the situation of
wild horses living within KNP, it is clear that although similar cases have occurred, there is a
specific gap relating to the ‘Snowy Brumbies’. To fill this gap research will be conducted into
the various management discourses surrounding the ideas of belonging that have occurred
in studies of horses elsewhere. The more-than-human approach is necessary for seeing the
horses of the Snowy Mountains as unique agentive individuals, and a need to explore these
dimensions to uncover the way these horses and humans come to develop complex
relationships and meaningful relationships.

2.5

Conceptual Framework

2.5.1 The Horse Assemblage
Assemblage as a conceptual tool ‘represents a shift of research attention to the embodied,
grounded and material aspects of social relations’. Anderson & McFarlane (2011:124-125)
argue that the proliferation of the term assemblage can be only understood when in the
context of “what can be broadly termed a constructionist account of social-spatial relations”.
By deploying the term assemblage, it “enables us to remain deliberately open as to the form
of the unity, its durability, the types of relations and the human and non-human elements
involved.”

Assemblage can be used as a conceptual tool for understanding and managing non-native
species. For example, Gibbs et al. (2015) uses assemblage as a conceptual tool to understand
the camel in Central Australia. Assemblage approach illustrates that the apparent binary that
exists between native/feral is actually far more complex and the management of ‘problem’
species needs to include a comprehensive reference to all “objects, processes, relations and
discourses across multiple scales”. Different assemblages offer different conditions of
belonging. For Robbins and Marks (2010:191) “assemblages can be tools for critical decisionmaking, laying bare the roots of poorly conceived policy and so making space for
alternatives”.
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In KNP, horses are characterised in environmental management plans as ‘feral’ and
identified as ‘a problem’. Knowing the horse as a feral species in the context of KNP has
implications for knowing its ‘impacts’, ‘management’ and ‘belonging’. The assemblage
approach offers opportunities to think outside of the binary of ‘feral’ and ‘native’ species
that is often central to environmental governance. The ideas of ‘damage’ and ‘impacts’ vary
greatly depending on what social group you are listening to, and what narratives are being
spoken. Performing discourse analysis on these different social constructs allows for deeper
understanding on where these ideas arise from, the significances they hold, and how they
affect management objectives.

An assemblage approach acknowledges that socially-constructed symbols and meanings are
used to construct nature and the environment. Over time these are negotiated and
renegotiated. The social construction of nature means it is impossible for humans to not
experience nature through a lens of meanings assigned by particular cultures, societies and
periods in time (Peterson 2001). These constructs are in a constant state of flux due to
changing values humans place on specific environmental characteristics which affect
government regulation and management (Rikoon 2006). In places where cultural history and
heritage exists, like in KNP, these competing social meanings are conflicting and emotionally
charged.

Instead of focusing solely on the sets of ideas that enable us to know the horse as a feral
species, assemblage thinking encourages us to explore how we come to know the horse as a
process that involves not only expressive forces – ideas, affects, emotions and desires – but
also material forces – including objects, technologies and things. Assemblage thinking
therefore creates possibilities to rethink the impact and obligations to horses in KNP by
thinking more explicitly about the conditions of their belonging. Thus the environmental
impact of horses in KNP is not solely attributed to the agency of the horse. Instead, thinking
through the assemblage about what we know about horses in KNP must always be through a
constellation of both material and discursive forces rather than a single species. The horse
assemblage in the context of KNP is made up of tangible and intangible histories, with
meanings placed on not only the ‘natural’ environment, but also the physical ‘things’ such as
old remnant huts.
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Image 2-2 Mind-mapping how I see the horse assembled in KNP
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Chapter 3 : Methodology

Image 3-1 Lake Jindabyne

3.1

Introduction

The aim of this chapter is to justify the project design to explore a highly controversial topic
in the public realm; the management of horses in KNP. The chapter is structured into four
sections: positionality, ethical considerations, qualitative mixed-methods and analysis. The
positionality statement acknowledges that knowledge must always be situated within
uneven social relationships. This section explores how these shape the writing of this thesis.
The related discussion of ethics outlines how the risks and harms are addressed when
discussing the management of horses in KNP. The discussion of qualitative mixed-methods
outlines the various empirical data collection techniques. The last section turns to justify the
analysis of the empirical data with a combination of discourse and narrative analysis. While
the chapter is organised into discrete components, in practice conducting research was far
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less structured. The changes arose from the constant process of reflecting and re-assessing
the insights provided by various methodologies.

3.2

Positionality: reflections on horsiness

Longhurst et al. (2009) call for not thinking only about how we are socially positioned in
research, but also bodily positioned. My personal horse-human relationships shaped this
project. My strong joyful emotional connection with horses is the fuel that energised the
selection of the topic, the fieldwork, the analysis and the writing.

My passion for horses has been with me as early as childhood. All I remember through
primary school is spending every second I had drawing and talking about horses until finally
my parents caved in and bought me my first pony. Although I loved my first pony very dearly
and she taught me the basics of riding, she was old, and wasn’t too keen on picking up the
pace. My desire to experience the freedom of a running horse lead me to my second horse
Ellie, a beautiful black bay Thoroughbred exracehorse who I would spend the next three
years of my life with. She would take me for
rides and we’d run the length of paddocks at
speeds that would leave my eyes wind-burned
and watered. I experienced the adrenalin and
sense of complete and utter freedom that the
running horse had always symbolised for me.
And I loved it. But sadly as I ventured further
into my teens my priorities changed and
spending weekends on a farm looking after my
horse lost out to hanging with friends. So with a
pained heart that I still feel now, she had to be
sold.
Image 3-2 Riding my first horse Chelsea, I
would have been around 11 years old.

As an adult, I am an animal-loving vegan, with a
strong sensitivity and empathy to animal life
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and welfare. My education has included a TAFE Certificate III in Conservation and Land
Management, as well as a BSc majoring in Land and Heritage Management. Through this
education I have learnt the importance of protecting Australia’s fragile landscape, as well as
the critical extents that damage to ecosystems has in both short and long-term land
preservation. My education also has provided me with the knowledge of Australia’s National
Park system and the complex ways such parks are managed. Through an understanding of
both cultural and environmental importance when managing land, I am able to come into a
debate surrounding both these things and comprehend the entire scope of the argument.
Having both an emotional and scientific mind however results in many issues being
internally conflicted, which is why the ‘Snowy Brumby’ controversy took hold of me so
strongly.
Educations aside, there are also other factors contributing to my suitability to the project.
Being raised in a skiing family, my passion for
the snow was ignited early on in my life and
fuelled every year since. In 2006, at the age of
19 I started working seasonally in Jindabyne,
and then continued to do so every year since.
In the time frequenting the snow as an adult I
have further been connected to the history
and heritage of the area, making close friends
and connections with people whose lives are
immersed in the High Country life. My love of
horses has also contributed to particular
friendships becoming even stronger through
this mutual passion.

Image 3-3 The start of my love of skiing
(which would later change to
snowboarding). Photo taken when I was
around three or four

With all the above in mind, it is clear that I am smack bang in the middle of a very
controversial issue, and this came to light in the snow season of 2012. I was staying with
friends in Jindabyne, and one of them was passionate about having intellectual and heated
debates. Knowing my passion for environmental conservation, yet also my care towards
animal life he quizzed me on the unfolding debate around the brumbies in KNP and whether
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they should be culled. I had no clear answer. Every response I gave I was able to refute
myself and couldn’t give a strong defendable reply.
My scientific mind and environmentalist beliefs, combined with my emotional connection to
not only horses, but also the Snowy Mountains heritage left me torn between two worlds
that I felt so strongly for.
It seems the main arguments regarding the issue of brumbies in KNP are arguments
between environmentalists/conservationists and brumby/Snowy Mountain heritage
advocates. I am all of those. Which is why it made so much sense for me to be the one to
delve into the issue and hence add an extra Honours year on to the degree I was so
desperate to finish. This was definitely a project that chose me, and I had no option but to
accept.

3.3

Ethical Considerations: risks and benefits

3.3.1 Formal Ethics Process
The formal ethics process is to ensure that the project operates within the national
guidelines for conducting research (Dowling 2010). The formal ethics process requires the
researcher to justify why the research is being conducted, who is going to be involved, and
what those involved will be asked to do. As a whole, the individual and collective benefits of
the research must outweigh the risks, and through the formal procedure of completing an
ethics application the researcher is able to assure that ethical practice can be achieved
through the entire research design. This ethical approval process occurred through the
Human Research Ethics Committee, University of Wollongong.

Confidentiality and informed consent were the key ethical considerations of this project. For
each interviewee a statement was read out to cover the basis of the interview purpose,
followed by a reassurance that there would be complete anonymity within the written
thesis. Only the individual’s particular subject group within KNP would be disclosed. Emails
were also sent to members providing written confirmation of the privacy of the interviews,
as well as the content retrieved from them. Informed consent is more than just a person
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agreeing to an interview, rather it is a prospective participant being provided with a full
understanding of what will be entailed and their position within the project. Before
commencing each interview, each participant was reminded of the project aim and
objectives (see Appendix C). Formal approval of the project was received (see Appendix F).

Ethical considerations also had to be made when using online forums and narratives as data.
This project is obviously not the first to use the internet as a data source, so similar research
was turned to for guidance surrounding the ethics of utilising such data. A key paper that
used blogging as data for a study on human-horse relationships was by Schuurman (2014).
This research recognized the uncertainty regarding the ethical issues, but concluded that
blogs were not in fact private, and therefore permission would not be required to use them
for research purposes. Hookway (2008) explores the rise in blogs as data sources and
investigates the processes around using them for research purposes. According to Hookway,
as of 2008 there was no consensus among social scientists as to what actually was
considered private or public in the online environment, but one argument sees blogs as
being ‘fair game’ due to them being in the public domain and publicly accessible. Although
all ‘works’ posted online are covered by copyright, “there are special provisions built into the
copyright act(s) which allow for ‘fair dealing’ of copyrighted material for the purposes of
study or research” (Hookway 2008:105-106). Hookway also raises the ethical consideration
of whether or not to preserve anonymity or credit bloggers for their work. In the case of this
project, the participants on the forums already had pseudonyms, so it was decided to keep
these original names. No personal information was given in people’s answers, and I ensured
that any person whose full name was referenced within people’s responses was changed.

3.3.2 Field based critical reflexivity – negotiating ethics
Beyond the formal ethical guidelines I became aware of the importance of confidentiality
and privacy in the context of a small Australian country town in social relationships between
myself as not only a researcher, but also as a friend/snowboarder/employee/resident. To
maintain confidentiality and privacy I had to be continuously critically reflexive of the
context of what people told me, which was aided by a research diary.
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Negotiating ethics while conducting fieldwork was a fast learning curve. In Jindabyne, the
topic of horse management fuelled division between social groups. My research drew the
attention of those with a stake in the topic. As outlined in one of my research diary entries in
Box 1, I discovered this quickly when I asked permission to record a town meeting relating to
the brumby issue.

Box 1 – Personal reflections on ethics
So I went to Jindabyne to do interviews with NPWS1 and NPWS2. The ethics involved
became very evident when I spoke with NPWS1. Before recording we were having a chat and
he voiced his concerns to me about confidentiality. He mentioned a scenario when
something he said in a meeting was written down and it ended up in ‘opposition hands’
where it has since been frequented to and quoted upon, sometimes even out of context.
This hit me pretty hard because I knew that I had seen this referencing done on one of the
brumby FB groups I was part of. This situation (which I also mentioned to NPWS1 with
sincere apology) was from when I arrived in Jindabyne and sat along at one of the town
meetings. I spoke with the organiser of the event and asked permission to record the
meeting and he agreed (provided of course I was on the brumbies side). A few days later a
lady on one of the brumby FB groups commented that she missed the meeting and if anyone
could fill her in. This was followed by further comments indicating that others were in the
same boat. I offered to post a transcription of the meeting for them to go through. I did this
not only to be as a kind gesture, but also I wanted to be on good terms with these people so
figured it could be of a benefit to myself as well if I needed help later on down the track with
anything. This transcription ended up spreading left right and centre, making its way into the
hands of MPs and being free for the use of anyone with any interest in the case. This was
something that frightened me as I did not expect it or want that happening. This same
transcription also ended up showing up in rants and arguments with appearances such as
“and to further this point as you can remember back in July when so and so said this in
regards to this”.

I felt highly and rightly responsible that my current interviewee would have some
apprehension about whether or not they would have to be monitoring their words and
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whether these words would come back to bite them. I knew I would have to be, not only
extremely confidential with my written work, but also with my ‘brumby banter’ that I tend
to do oh-so-often. So many people are interested in the KNP Brumbies, and as such I find it
so easy to wind up chatting away and talking about all aspects of it. This was something I’d
have to start monitoring too.
Right after the interview with NPWS1 I caught up with my friend for a coffee and she was
straight away asking “how did it go? What did the National Parks dude say?” My heightened
awareness of the surrounding café folk along with the directness and unintended ‘tell me
everything!’ness of my friend struck me on how easy it would be to vent and talk so casually
and innocently, possibly leading to extreme breaches of trust. I found a simple “it was good!
He was super informative and helpful and answered all the questions I had to ask” sufficed,
and it was right to leave it like that.

3.4

Qualitative mixed-methods approach

A number of research qualitative methods were employed to explore horse management in
KNP. Listed, these methods involved: participant observation, an archive of government
management reports and relevant books on horses in the KNP, semi-structured interviews,
‘brumby chats’, ‘go-alongs’, ride-alongs’, and netnography. The use of multiple methods
helps the process of triangulation, and as Baxter and Eyles (1997) claim, helps ensure
credibility of research findings. The extensive list of methods also reflects how the potential
participants responded and how the project reacted to the difficulties of conducting fieldbased research between December and January 2014/15 with National Parks employees and
Snowy Mountains residents.
Recruitment originally targeted three groups: (i) brumby advocates, (ii) NPWS staff, (iii)
environmental/ecological scientists. At least two people from each target group were to be
interviewed. However, the total number of semi-structured interviews/conversations
include: two from NPWS and three from brumby advocates (see table for details).
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Recruitment of participants was constrained by three key factors. First, recruitment within
National Parks was a time intensive and sensitive process, given the concerns of employees
of being misquoted or misunderstood. National Park employees were reluctant to
participate as the horse management debate was at its peak during my time there between
July and October. The two NP employee interviews that were conducted were organised
through a third party – a NPWS media representative – two interviews were able to be
organised. Initially it appeared that these would lead to further opportunities to speak with
other staff members, but this did not eventuate. My second interview opportunity would
have been December-January, but this was the peak holiday period. This resulted in
potential participants either being away, or those employed in the tourism industry were not
available due to work priorities. Third, employees of NPWS were focussed on management
of the bushfire. As this slow recruitment process played out it was evident by January 2015
that reassessment of where the main data source for analysis would come from. Hence I
turned to the archive of government horse management policies and more general
publications on horses in the KNP. This archive provided a wealth of insights to the ideas
that inform horse management in KNP. Rather than see this as a set-back, England
(1994:81)’s words resonate:

The openness and culturally constructed nature of the social world, peppered with
contradictions and complexities, needs to be embraced not dismissed. This means
that “the field” is constantly changing and that researchers may find that they have
to maneuver around unexpected circumstances.
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Image 3-4 Image of the township of Jindabyne where I lived while conducting my field-based research. The mountain
ranges of KNP can be seen in the background. <www.kfn.com.au/getattachment/Suburb-Profiles/Jindabyne/Jindabyne-1.jpg>

3.4.1 From semi-structured interviews on environmental damage to ‘brumby
chats’
Box 2 – Contemplation of methods
Before commencing my time living in Jindabyne I had the impression that the best method
of qualitative data collection would be through recorded semi-structured interviews. After
spending some time studying the issue it was evident that the data collection process would
have to be far more fluid than this due to the varying nature of individual participants. The
relaxed nature of the horse people and my casual friendships with them proved to make the
idea of a semi-structured interview pitch seem a little too formal. This was evident when
requesting an interview with the Brumby Photographer; she replied with “I’d love to have a
brumby chat”.
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As Dunn (2010) outlines, there are many strengths of interviewing, and by using interviews
as a research tool they gain access into insights and information regarding events, opinions,
and experiences. The interviews conducted in this project were only used for the formalised
situations where face-to-face encounter took place. They followed the format of being semistructured, in accordance with the definition by Dunn (2010), that the semi-structured
interview has some degree of a pre-determined order, yet still maintaining flexibility. A less
structured approach was taken when I went out into the field on horseback and mainly just
‘chatted’. The use of interviews was essential for this project in that they enabled more
detailed insights into people’s understandings of environmental damage and management,
as well as their position and sense of place within KNP. Valentine (2003:11) states that
interviews are able to provide participants with the opportunity to “construct their own
accounts of their experiences by describing and explaining their lives in their own words”. In
the case of this project it was important for knowledge, experience, identity of self as well as
emotions to be able to be raised and then further evolved for each individual, to provide
valuable data to be analysed. The interviews also included the use of highlighting on a map
the places within KNP that are most familiar to the participant. This further assisted in the
understanding of connection to place, as well as the movement within the landscape. Five
interviews with a
range of key
stakeholders were
conducted at a
location of each
participant’s choice.
See Appendix D for a
table of the
participants and the
interview locations
and dates.

Image 3-5 One of the
interview locations, situated
a 20min drive from the town of Jindabyne
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3.4.2 Participant Observation: The Field Research Context
Participant observation in this project was for providing complementary evidence. From
July-September 2014, I lived and worked in Jindabyne as both a researcher and full-time bar
supervisor, which in the end turned out to be quite challenging (see Box 3).

Box 3 – Managing time
Being a full-time worker proved to be quite constraining as my hours of work often exceed
45hrs per week, and combined with being a snowboarding enthusiast as well as a full-time
student, it didn’t take long for me to start burning out. Although my work contract was until
October, by September I had to volunteer myself to an early season finish to focus on my
research.

Image 3-6 Working in the field

In Jindabyne, much of the debate was unfolding in public venues and meetings. Kearns
(2010) describes that observation can be used as a means to offer additional information,
which will elaborate and offer more description being used alongside more structured data
collection such as interviews.
Through participant observation the researcher becomes immersed in the topic through
everyday encounters rather than solely relying upon meetings organised for the purpose of
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data collection. Hence, as Kluckhohn (1940) writes, participant observation enables the
conscious and systematic sharing of life-activities in the interests and affects of a group of
persons, achieved through direct contact in everyday situations.
Taking opportunities to be immersed in the field context allowed me to develop deeper
understandings of each group, their differences and overlaps. This was not evenly achieved,
as while I am a horse-rider, I am not a park ranger or scientist (yet!)…

Image 3-7 Placing myself in the field to understand how people work with horses. This photo shows the relationship
between horse and trainer. This particular horse is of brumby breed and two years out of the wild.

3.4.3 Embodiment through observation
Kearns (2000) stresses the idea of the researcher’s embodiment. As researchers we take
more than our intentions and notebooks into any situation, we take our bodies also. The
way we dress and present ourselves helps our ability to ‘blend in’ and adapt to the
surroundings. I made sure that the way I conducted myself in different social situations was
appropriate and saw myself ‘fitting in’ throughout stages of observation. Depending on
whom I was meeting with determined how I was dressed and presented, and how
professionally I would hold myself.
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3.4.4 Embodiment through ‘ride-alongs’ and ‘go-alongs’
believable observation is the outcome of more than simply seeing; it requires
cognisance of the full sensory experience of being in place… its goal is to
acknowledge difference and, through immersion in a situation, to ‘become the
other’, however provisionally (Kearns 2000:120)

Researchers like Bekoff (2002) and Sanders and Arluke (1993) are referenced by Brandt
(2004) as asserting that human-animal research requires the researcher to see the world
through the eyes of the animals. This requires

that the investigator be intimately involved with the animal-other and the
researcher’s disciplined attention to his or her emotional experience can serve as an
invaluable source of understanding (Arluke & Sanders, 1993 in Brandt 2004:303).

To do this it required me to go out into the field to immerse myself in the brumby world.
Although horses were already very familiar to me both physically and emotionally, brumbies
were only familiar through movies and stories, so I was required to go beyond experiencing
‘horseness’ and experience ‘brumbiness’.

Image 3-8 Beginning to experience brumbiness. This horse is half brumby half thoroughbred.
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Ride-alongs and go-alongs were incorporated into the project to better understand horsehuman relationships by bringing embodied habits, skills and practices to the fore, so that I
too could share in this. In order to achieve this, a cultural mapping approach was
undertaken. Strang (2010) uses cultural mapping as a scientific method for the systematic
collection of data. It explores people’s historical and contemporary relationships with local
environments and entails “going walkabout” with informants to collect social data. I hoped
to be able to have this opportunity with both a brumby-advocate and a member from
NPWS. But unfortunately due to time constraints from the NPWS end of things (and already
busy schedule and the start of fire season approaching then starting) I was not able to be
afforded the opportunity with them.
So only one ‘go-along’ was conducted as a follow-up to an interview where took the
opportunity to go into the field and do a non verbal-based interview – by using photographic
journaling and a follow-up journal entry. A full account of my experience is provided in
Appendix A. This method I back up again by Strang (2010) who encourages that interviewing
informants “in place” draws on both experiential and abstract forms of knowledge and the
use of “walkabouts” provides a relaxed and productive context for interviews. Collection of
site and area-specific data by participating in an observational exercise can focus on people’s
interactions with places. This research method was focused on achieving total immersion in
the landscape from the perspective of the participant, as well as establishing the
participant’s particular sense of place within KNP and their human-horse-brumby
connection. As can be seen from my research diary entry in Box I was able to experience
brumbiness and encounter some small form of cross-species communication.
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Image 3-9 "This is brumby country". The words spoke to me by the Aerial Photographer participant when she pulled over
the car to show me where their presence begins
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Map 4 The location of my 'go-along' consisted of walking out to Gooandra Hut
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Box 4 – A brief go-along account
The go-along with the Aerial Photographer was so valuable for gaining experience by being
in brumby country and purely focusing on the emotional and sense of place that it is
believed brumbies have. Following brumby trails and having personal encounters stirred
emotion and focused on the more-than-human experience of being in the landscape. It gave
agency to the horse in that when faced with a stallion I myself felt like I was alien in the
landscape. GS told me that when the brumby first sees you it is trying to determine first of
all “are you a horse?” When it realises you’re not it wonders what sort of animal you are and
whether you are a threat. So when spotted by the stallion, as I watched it approaching I felt
that for a moment I could be a horse. Knowing that it was assessing that, I felt temporarily
horse-like. As the stages of the stallion’s inspection evolved I felt wholly human, but also
wholly alien and out of place, like an intruder on the landscape not belonging due to the
country being ‘brumby country’ and that particular spot being this particular brumby’s
territory. By standing my ground the stallion eventually left (after much prancing and head
throwing), but on my retreat I could see him not far off still watching and monitoring my exit
from his patch of land. It was magical.

Image 3-10 The stallion I was confronted by when out on the go-along
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The ‘ride-alongs’ involved me entering into the field with a voice recorder to ‘talk brumbies’
while riding upon a broken-in brumby within the Snowy Mountains landscape. This occurred
on two separate occasions, on two separate brumbies, but with the same participant. The
ride-along allowed a completely different way of recording data in that I was able to casually
talk to the particular participant in their ‘natural’ and preferred environment – that being
riding on horseback in the bush and talking about brumbies – providing a different
perspective and way of understanding the perceived horse impacts on the landscape.
Kearns, R.A. (2010) makes reference to Mel Evans 1988 when expressing that no matter how
much we put someone at ease before and during an interview, its structured format often
removes the researcher from the ‘flow’ of everyday life in both time and space. By not
removing the participant from the flow of their everyday life, and by not having a structured
interview format, the ride-along technique proved to allow much smoother conversation,
with the participant talking freely and comfortably as there was an elimination of a
potentially awkward face-to-face scenario. I was taken to various sites of interest along the
ride to afford a visual accompaniment to the information provided on impacts to the
landscape. The ride-along evoked much more romanticism and emotion in relation to the
Snowy Mountains history and heritage in comparison to other research methods. By riding
upon the back of a brumby I was able to experience the familiar feeling of being ‘at one’
with a horse, but of course this case it was a brumby in its no longer wild form. By
connecting intimately
with it through touching
and riding, I was
sufficiently able to see
the perspective of a
brumby-owner who
advocates the worth of
these horses.

Image 3-11 Riding my first brumby (and being photo-bombed on the right)
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Box 5 – Gentle Brumbiness
This photo is what I believe makes it so evident as to why the brumby management issue is
so emotional. This boy is only two years out of the wild, and is the most placid and loving
horse. My friend informed me that he is used as a children’s pony! The fact that each
individual horse has the potential to be ‘useful’ is what results in my personal struggle with
the idea of culling them. Each time a brumby is
shot, it could be a future child’s pony, a depressed
teenager’s best friend, an adult’s new adventure.
For anyone who has connected with a horse,
especially in the situation that I was fortunate
enough to be in, by embracing an animal not born
domestically, rather as running wild in the
landscape that I have visited, then within two
short years becoming a cherished well looked after
human companion, it is truly breathtaking.

Image 3-12 Connecting with a brumby

3.4.5 Netnography
The internet has compacted the world, and as such, made potential participant narratives
more accessible to researchers. Originally formulated by Robert Kozinets, netnography was
initially used as a method for investigating consumers in online environments. It has since
then been adopted and adapted to various fields of research, and within these fields on any
one topic or issue there is likely to be large numbers of communications that are exchanged
on these relevant online communities ie personal blogs, social networking sites, chat forums
and discussion forums (Mkono 2013).
“As more and more people use the Internet, a growing number of them are utilizing it as a
highly sophisticated communications device that enables and empowers the formation of
communities” (Bowler 2010:1270). This formation of communities proved to be not
surprisingly, extremely useful. The use of social media, in particular Facebook, opened up a
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whole new world of information, as well as gathering all the persons of interest for the KNP
brumbies in one convenient location.

Box 6 – The ‘brumby world’ opens up
At the brumby meeting in Jindabyne I was discovered that there existed quite a number of
brumby groups that had associated Facebook pages. Using my phone I took photos of
banners and jotted down the names of those who were mentioned. The next time I went
online I logged onto Facebook to begin adding and joining the groups that I had noted down.
It wasn’t before long that I became aware that there existed quite a number more than I
initially thought. A goldmine of information on each one that I was accepted into to or ‘liked’
to gain access. People’s opinions, brumby stories, photos, media links, videos; each page just
offered immense insight and scope into the project that I was just introducing myself to.

Mkono (2013) describes that there are four formats a netnographic researcher can take:
lurker, spy, observer and participant. The ‘participant’ is a researcher who is active in
communicative acts, with the community being aware of the research. This participant
approach is close to that of traditional ethnographic standards of participant observation,
prolonged engagement and deep immersion. In this project I applied both the method of
that of a participant, as well as a passive-observer –one where observations are made but
not made known to the community. I made myself known to the members of FB pages and
Groups as a participant by engaging in conversations and sharing things such as photos I had
taken of brumbies whilst out in the field. By doing so I was intending to make it aware that I
was willing to offer something to the group and would be seen as a positive member of the
online community. By being accepted and my name being familiar, it left many doors open if
the need arose for participant recruitment, interactions, or information requests. The main
purpose of using FB was to be kept up-to-date with unfolding events and new findings. The
methodological approach as a passive-observer was done in relation to collecting data from
the OEH ‘Protecting the Snowies’ website (pictured below).
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Figure 2 Screenshot of the OEH 'Protecting the Snowies' homepage

The ‘Protecting the Snowies’ website offered opportunities for discussions on various issues
of concern regarding brumbies, and also had a section dedicated to the sharing of brumby
stories. As the discussion forum was no longer open for new conversations there was no way
to make my presence known as it became purely a data source. As has been also
encountered in a horse study by Birke et al. (2010), the problem with using internet
comments is that you are not able to follow up people’s responses as in an interview setting.
The advantage though is that people can respond as openly as they like, and the anonymity
allows respondents to be as honest and as opinionated as they wish.

The internet was also used for accessing archived management plans for KNP. The 2006 KNP
POM, along with the 2008 KNP HMP was obtained through the OEH website.
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Table 1 Sources used for data
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3.5

Discourse analysis and narrative analysis

Two forms of analysis were undertaken in the project: discourse analysis and narrative
analysis. A combination of these was required for a thorough exploration of the ideas and
themes that arose surrounding people, wild horses, and wild horse management.

3.5.1 Discourse analysis
Discourse is here defined as a specific ensemble of ideas, concepts, and
categorisations that are produced, reproduced, and transformed in a particular set of
practices and through which meaning is given to physical and social realities (Hajer
1995:44).

Discourses can be common sense or normative assumptions held by different parties, with
each party holding onto their own particular discourse. So conducting a discourse analysis
allows the unpacking of belief systems and ideas to see how they shape the debate around
wild horses in KNP. Waitt (2005) describes Foucault’s (1970; 1972; 1977) ideas about
discursive power that lead to identifying how people’s sets of ideas help them to make sense
of their world. As a guideline on how to do discourse analysis, Waitt (2005:180) sets out
seven strategies:

1. Suspend pre-existing categories: examine your texts with fresh eyes and ears
2. Familiarisation: absorb yourself in your texts
3. Coding: identify key themes to reveal how the producer is embedded within
particular discursive structures
4. Persuasion: investigate within your texts for effects of ‘truth’
5. Incoherence: take notice of inconsistencies within your texts
6. Active presence of the invisible: look for mechanisms that silence
7. Focus on details
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According to Waitt (2005:165-166) discourse analysis “lies in its ability to move beyond the
text, the subtext, and representation to uncover issues of power relationships that inform
what people think and do.” Performing a discourse analysis on the 2008 KNP HMP (see
chapter 4), gave an opportunity to examine the particular discourses of the NPWS, and
critically analyse the way their ideas are formed and sustained throughout the government
document, and hence how these discourses may influence others.
Discourse analysis is able to characterise and categorise the brumby on the different levels
of knowledge systems, which is important for being able to conduct deeper exploration into
the debate. Discourse analysis was not only used for the purpose of a critical analysis of the
HMP, but also when exploring the debate around the various assemblages of the horses in
KNP.

3.5.2 Narrative Analysis
“Narratives reflect, communicate and shape the world and our understanding of it” (Wiles et
al. 2004:90). Increasingly, geographers are seeking to better understand people’s lives so it is
advantageous for researchers to be able to use narratives as a form of data for analysis to
uncover peoples various discourses and understandings of the world. Conducting a narrative
analysis is a way of “interpreting a conversation or story in which attention is paid to the
embedded meanings and evaluations of the speaker and their context” (Wiles et al.
2004:90). Fraser (2004) discusses the rise of narrative analysis in social research. Analysing
narratives is a way to understand interactions that occur among individuals, groups and
societies as narratives are able to reflect ‘reality’ and can challenge taken-for-granted beliefs
and assumptions.
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Table 2 Fraser (2004) outlines the phases of line-by-line narrative analysis

Using narrative analysis within this project enabled me to not only explore how people come
to have their certain sets of ideas through embodiment, but also to be able to investigate
the human-horse relationships, giving insights into how people achieve ‘brumbiness’. Key
papers that also include the study of narratives for uncovering human-animal relationships
such as Birke et al. (2010), Power (2008) and Schuurman (2014) all helped guide my research
and analysis.

3.6

Conclusion

This chapter aimed to expose my unique position in being able to undertake this project. My
connection to the region, the people, and my horsey nature all contributed to how I
approached the research and was able to make sense of what I discovered. It was important
to outline the wide range of research techniques that were utilised due to the constraints
surrounding an availability of fairly represented interview participants. By re-working the
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project and re-designing my data collection to include a primarily web-based approach, the
methodology was designed to set out these processes and share the exciting journey I was
able to go on through people’s narratives, horse assemblages, public debates and my own
embodied experiences.
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Chapter 4 : Discourse Analysis of 2008 KNP Horse
Management Plan

Figure 3 Cover of Horse Management Plan (DEC 2007)
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4.1

Introduction

The 2008 KNP Horse Management Plan (HMP) was a response to the 2006 Plan of
Management (POM) for Kosciuszko National Park, and one of the key objectives of the
latter was to reduce the distribution and abundance of introduced animal species in the
park. Every five years the KNP Horse Management Plan is reviewed. Therefore, since
2013 the KNP Horse Management Plan has been the subject of discussion between
various groups with an interest in horses. An extensive consultation process has been
undertaken, and at the time of writing the initial consultation process has closed. NPWS
are taking further input from an Independent Technical Reference Group, and the new
draft of a Horse Management Plan is expected for release in mid-2015.

4.2

Horse Management Plan strategies

The 2008 KNP HMP was commissioned by the Department of Environment and Climate
Change NSW (DEC), which is now known as the Office of Environment and Heritage
(OEH). NPWS staff from the South West Slopes and Snowy Mountains Regions prepared
the HMP, with external assistance from a NPWS appointed group known as the KNP
Horse Management Community Steering Group. The group was made up of 13 members
from the following interest groups:


National Parks and Wildlife Service staff;



South West Slopes and Snowy Mountains Region Advisory Committees;



New South Wales National Parks Association;



Local Indigenous Communities;



Royal Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (RSPCA);



Snowy Mountains Bush Users Group (SMBUG)



Snowy Mountains Horse Riders Association (SMHRA)

The purpose of this steering group was:
to facilitate the development of a horse management plan for KNP which will
recommend future strategies for the humane capture and removal of horses from
the Park (p16)
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While these various groups were involved in the drafting of the HMP, what remains
unclear is whose voices were most prominent, what representation each party
contributed, and what consideration each party was given.
Drawing on Foucault’s concept of regimes of truth the authorship of this document
becomes one way that a particular organisation maintains particular understandings of
both ‘horses’ and the ‘problem of horse management’. Waitt (2010:225) describes
Foucault’s understanding of discourses as “subtle forms of social control and power”.
That certain voices and technologies can be favoured and accepted as ‘truthful’ or
‘factual’ knowledge. Within a society and policy context that gives privilege to scientific
knowledge, a government organisation like the NPWS is conceived to use reports to
maintain a powerful and ‘factual’ voice to implement and enforce rules and regulations.
This status implies that the HMP is thoroughly accurate as it draws on knowledge
produced through environmental science. So before even viewing the HMP, a reader
would have this pre-existing discourse on the hierarchy of knowledge.

4.3

Structure and content of KNP Horse Management Plan

The content in the HMP is solely focused on ‘wild’ horses in Kosciuszko and their
associated elements, ranging from their historical background, biology, distribution,
impacts, interested stakeholders, various management control options, and their futures
after removal from KNP. The narrative of the report is structured to first establish the
national and international biological significance of the KNP; within this context the
horse is configured as a ‘problem’, and solutions are then presented in terms of different
methods of removal. The report concludes with a set of specific policies and actions, and
a list of the relevant legislation. (For table see Appendix G).

4.4

How do we come to know the horse as a problem in the KNP?

The HMP is opened with:
The National Parks and Wildlife Service (the Service), a division of the
Department of Environment and Climate Change, has a legal duty to protect
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native habitats, native fauna and flora, geological features and wildlife within its
reserves. We also have a responsibility to minimise the impact of introduced
species, including horses. (pi)
Assertion of power is enforced here by using the words ‘legal duty’. Before even arriving
at the contents page the reader is reminded that the document is one created by those
who enforce law, and as part of that responsibility lies the reason for management of the
non-native horse.
Chapter three of the HMP is the first to set up the scene that configures the horse as a
problem. The first section of this
chapter, ‘Background’, outlines the
importance of KNP. Protection is
required for both conservation and
economic purposes. Rare and unusual
native animal species live in the
region, and a note is made to the
significant geological features (such as
karst ecosystems), vegetation
communities and important
catchments. Furthermore, due to the
short summer growing season, the
ecosystems are positioned as having
increased vulnerability to human
induced disturbances, and damage
from ‘heavy animals’ such as horses.

4.5

Image 4-1 Photo taken walking along trail to Mt
Kosciuszko

Consider the ‘types of scientific evidence’ supplied in the HMP

Section 3.3 of the HMP deals with ‘impacts of horses’ (p8). The HMP says ‘research into
the impacts of horses in Australia has shown…’ and then offers six separate references
alongside a list of numerous horse impacts to demonstrate that there is a problem.
However, all but one of these references come from just the one source, an unpublished
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book by Jennifer Dyring (1991) ‘Management implications of the 1988-1990 study: The
impact of feral horses (Equus caballus) on sub-alpine and montane environments in
Australia’. This unpublished book was based on her 1990 MSc thesis 'The impact of
feral horses (Equus caballus) on sub-alpine and montane environments in Australia’
(Dyring 1991). Three of the sources in the book referenced by the HMP are studies
conducted in Britain and the USA, and one is a soils textbook. The only reference to a
source related to horse impacts in Australia and not from Dyring’s Masters thesis is one
from a government-published horse management plan for Namadgi National Park which
borders the KNP (Environment ACT 2007). This document cites also as evidence for
environmental impact of horses in Australia only Dyring’s MSc thesis. There are also
three references cited in the HMP text that do not appear in its reference list.
This brief analysis indicates that the HMP is at least potentially misleading in its
arguments about evidence for horse damage; that different horse management plans can
reference each other rather than providing actual evidence; and that there appears to be
very little actual research on whether horses cause environmental damage in Australia.
To provide additional ‘evidence’, photos are also used in the KNP HMP as visual proof of
horse damage. However, it is hard to classify these images as evidence, because of the
often zoomed in and strategically cropped attributes of the photos. Rose (2012) advises
on taking a critical approach to visual images as visual imagery is never innocent in that
it is purposefully constructed through various practices to deliver particular meanings.
“A critical approach to visual images is therefore needed: one that thinks about the
agency of the image, considers the social practices and effects of its viewing, and reflects
on the specificity of that viewing by various audiences, including the academic critic”
(Rose 2012:17). The way the photos in the HMP are framed doesn’t allow any vision of
the bigger picture, or the context in which the photos are placed. The power of the
photographs is how they are understood to convey the truth, at the same time masking
how they were made, and for what purpose. This raises important questions are raised
about the legitimacy of these photos being depictions of horse damage. Arguments on
the legitimacy of the photos frequently arise in the debate.
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And wherever they take those photos, umm, I’m going to say they’re used as
propaganda to a degree, is right beside those [fire trail] tracks. Deadset, the 4wd
is parked just here and they’ve walked there then seen this puddle of water that’s
been destroyed. (Thredbo Rider interview transcription).

Image 4-2 Photo taken of 'damage' right next to a fire trail. Bridge can be seen on right-hand side of photo

4.6 How do we come to know horses from the report? Discourses of
‘native’, ‘wild’ and ‘feral’
What is interesting about the title of the HMP is the absence of words ‘wild’ or ‘feral’,
which is surprising as the HMP was created in response to the 2006 KNP POM which
called for the implementation of a ‘Feral Horse Management Plan’ (DEC 2007). The
words ‘feral’ and ‘wild’, although not in the title do however feature throughout the plan
when referring to the horses.
The HMP explains the history of horses in the Snowy Mountains, beginning with the
explanation that non-domestic horses are generally known by three terms; brumbies,
wild horses and feral horses. The term ‘brumby’ is explained as coming from Sergeant
James Brumby, but after this explanation it is not used again unless referring to the
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management methods of ‘brumby roping’ or ‘brumby running’. The dismissal of the term
‘brumby’ could be due to its origins in the cultural animal geographies of the Snowy
Mountains and carrying connotations of the horses appearing native to Australia.
After the explanation of the term brumby in the HMP there instantly follows the
definition of the term ‘feral’. The definition is referenced from Dobbie et al. (1993:06):
A ‘feral’ animal is defined as an exotic or non-native animal originally introduced
for domestic purposes, which has survived in the wild (although some feral
animals, eg foxes and rabbits, were not introduced for domestic purposes).
Horses can become feral if they are left to fend for themselves.
By choosing this particular definition and referencing those particular authors, it is
quickly apparent what discourse the HMP is based on. Dobbie et al. (1993) is a book
titled ‘Managing Vertebrate Pests: Feral horses’. When opening the book the first page
introduces you to:
[t]his publication, which is one in a series of titles, provides land managers with
‘best practice’ national guidelines for managing the agricultural and
environmental damage caused by feral horses. (piii)
In Dobbie et al. (1993), the only evidence cited for environmental impacts of horses in
south eastern Australia is Dyring’s 1990 MSc thesis. There are 15 years between the
book being published and the KNP HMP being released. Given the growing literature in
animal geographies in that time that could be referenced, it is very clear that the
officially accepted NSW NPWS perspective of horses in the KNP is that of a feral animal
to be managed as a pest species. It appears that the HMP ignores that there are different
knowledges about horses that may be helpful and important in their management. It is
also once again evident that there is very little research on the environmental impacts of
horses in Australia.
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4.7

What do we know of horses from the HMP?

What we first come to know about horses is the history of their introduction to
Australia. The history of the horse is framed through a problematic narrative through a
description of their quick ‘population explosions’ due to their suitability for Australian
conditions and having no real ‘checks’ to keep their populations down besides fire,
drought, heavy snow and people. Horses are reported in the HMP with no emotion, but
the emotional attachment to horses is explained through reference to the settler cultural
history of the Snowy Mountains:
This attachment to feral horses, as distinct from any other exotic species
inhabiting the park, is due in part to their romanticised place in Australian
history (p7)
The element of fear is also alluded to within the plan under a section titled ‘safety
issues’. Attention is given to how the NPWS received complaints from park-users who
feel their safety is threatened by the presence of horses. The paragraph explains how
stallions can grow to quite a large size and can act in an intimidating manner. There is
however, no statement or reassurance to say that this intimidation has never lead to a
reported attack.

Image 4-3 Another photo of the stallion I had a stand-off with. Although it may have appeared to be threatening, there
was no danger posed.
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4.8

Acceptable solutions to horse management

Horse control methods make up a large part of the HMP. The discussion focuses on the
history of past management, and the pros and cons of potential management controls.
To conclude, the report makes recommendations of preferred management practices.
Aerial culling features prominently in the HMP. Under the possible management
controls section there is significantly more information and detail describing the
suitability of aerial culling. Reference is made to the Guy Fawkes River Cull in 2000,
where 606 horses were culled over three days. Unlike most other references to this
widely publicised event, the HMP details that the condemnation surrounding the cull
was an unnecessary reaction. Citing the work of Dr Tony English (2000) who is the Head
of the Department of Veterinary Clinical Sciences at the University of Sydney, the HMP
states that out of 606 horses, only one horse did not die immediately.
English (2000) reported that the ‘one out of 606’ claim was based on a randomly
selected sample of 39 horse bodies analysed for ‘signs of suffering’, such as checking
shots were fired in the ‘kill zone’ (lungs and heart), and that there were no blood trails
which would suggest horses didn’t die instantly. The results were compared with a
separate veterinarian inspecting horses on behalf of the RSPCA who checked 67 horses
and also concluded that there were no signs of suffering. Based on the two veterinarians’
observations of a total of 106 horses out of the total 606 killed, and the fact that only one
horse had been found still alive after suffering two gunshot wounds, it can be thought to
be a bit presumptuous to conclude that it was only that one horse which did not suffer.
Numerous articles arose in newspapers with locals claiming differently, as well as a
widely circulated photo of a mare that had been killed halfway through giving birth.
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Image 4-4 Image circulated of mare shot while giving birth <www.whmentors.org/wpic/brumbym2.jpg>

One such example of different perspectives is seen in an article by Andrew Stevenson in
The Sydney Morning Herald November 4, 2000
I have had reports of foaling mares being shot, of horses having their legs shot
out from them, ponies shot through the jaw and other horses wounded by several
bullets with considerable time elapsing before NPWS staff returned to put them
out of their suffering (Mr Andrew Fraser, MP for Coffs Harbour)
The article stated that an injured horse with two bullet wounds in the ‘kill zone’ had
been found still alive nine days later. This case was defended in the paper by English
(2000) who explained that it was due to a strange malfunction of the bullets. Despite the
defence of the cull, the uproar that was caused by it resulted in a state-wide ban being
placed on aerial culling of horses.
With this extra background knowledge on the matter it becomes obvious that the voices
that come through in the HMP are not from a fairly represented range of perspectives.
The most prominent voices are those from NPWS coupled with selected
scientists/academics.
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Due to the existing ban on aerial culling, trapping using lures and low-stress mustering
were the chosen preferred methods of population control by the Steering Group in the
2008 Plan. Trapping using lures was to be the primary control method, which involves
using lures to attract horses to portable yards using feeds. A trigger is then activated
closing the gate on the horses. Once trapped the horses are moved on to be either
broken in or taken to an abattoir depending on their condition. The HMP stated the
chosen methods were the most humane and effective methods of population control
‘currently available’ in NSW. By writing ‘currently available in NSW’ one can read
between the lines and suggest that the chosen methods were not what the NPWS
believed to be the best option. Coupled with the detailed ‘benefits’ of aerial culling over
other control methods the reader can be lead to believe that the most suitable horse
management tool is yet to be implemented. Therefore, it is perhaps not surprising that
the subject of aerial culling has come to the forefront during the time the HMP was up
for review. Newspaper articles started appearing in mid-2013 focusing on the
controversial topic of aerial culling the horses in KNP, with an article by Penelope Kilby
in The Land on 22 Jun, 2013 quoting the National Parks Association chief executive
Kevin Evans as saying “We are calling on the NSW government to reintroduce a
professional aerial culling program that follows stringent animal welfare protocols
approved by the RSPCA”.

4.9

Silences

Control of horses in the Park began in the early 1970s with a licensed horse
roping/brumby running program, however there were public and Service concerns over
the potential inhumane practices. The adoption of the Plan of Management in 1982
resulted in the practice being banned.
The 2008 HMP includes analysis of ‘brumby running’ and ‘roping’ as two separate
potential control techniques, indicating that roping could be used as a complementary
method in conjunction with trapping. However, the 2008 HMP concludes that the
methods to be used during the period of that plan would not include those methods.
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What is missing is further information into the practice and exactly where the
conclusions were drawn into the inhumaneness. The point is also missing that brumby
roping is currently used as a control method in Victoria, suggesting that there must be
some benefits associated with the practice (Axford & Brown 2013).
Another thing missing is that the draft Plan of Management in 1981 stated that horse
riding would continue as it always had within the park and that brumby roping would
still be used as a management tool based on a license system. Without warning the 1982
release prohibited these two activities. Considering the fact that the environmental
impacts of a growing horse population were only becoming obvious in the late 1990s –
which may be argued to be due to the absence of brumby roping management – it can be
wondered as to why this control method is still banned and is afforded minimal
reference in the HMP. Furthermore, within the Snowy Mountains horse community it is
widely argued that brumby roping is the most ideal way of capturing horses due to it
allowing an opportunity for instant training.
Well let me just say I have seen a lot of good kids horses come from brumbies
that have been caught by roping. Parks created the problem when they banned
brumby running. (‘Protecting the Snowies’ Pepper, December 2014)
Despite it being stated that local Indigenous communities were consulted in the KNP
Horse Management Community Steering Group, Aboriginal voices don’t come through at
all in the HMP. The 2006 KNP POM focuses a lot of attention on Indigenous heritage and
the different connections to land, but in the KNP HMP there is no mention of any
Indigenous heritage connected to horses. In NSW there are well-documented Indigenous
histories involving pastoralism and in particular horses (see for example Harrison 2004
and Trigger 2008). Specifically in the Kosciuszko region, local Aboriginal histories
indicate deep historical participation in the pastoral industry and mustering on
horseback (Harrison 2004). There have even been suggestions that the inspiration for
Patterson’s ‘Man from Snowy River’ could have been an Aboriginal stockman (The
Canberra Times 1988).
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Conclusion
By following Waitt (2005)’s guidelines for performing critical discourse analysis, there
have been a selection of inconsistences and silences found within the HMP. A particular
finding is the privileging of a positivist science over other forms of knowledge, such as
paying tribute to embodied knowledges or other social sciences. Due to the hierarchy of
knowledge, the fact that the HMP is a government document affords it a presumption of
credibility and fact, but although the evidence provided within the document is sciencebased, the references contained within the document are either unreliable, not relevant,
referencing other government documents, or are not even contained within the
reference list. These findings highlight the importance for undertaking critical analyses
on information sources, especially ones that guide and inform particular discourses.
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Chapter 5 : Horse assemblages in the public debate

Since the abrupt 1982 decision to ban horse riding and traditional brumby management
techniques from Wilderness Areas in KNP, the debate surrounding the Snowy brumby has
continued. Review of the 2008 HMP commenced in 2013, with public input a priority for the
NPWS. When discussion of aerial culling was re-introduced by the state government,
prominent newspapers with large national or regional circulation, including The Guardian,
The Conversation and The Sydney Morning Herald, responded with stories and articles
throughout 2013 and 2014. The brumby became centre stage in an environmentally
politicised crusade. The polarisation of the debate is evident with those involved appearing
to be either passionately for or passionately against the presence of horses in KNP. But
within this polarisation various different discourses can be uncovered as to how people
make sense of and understand the horse within the Park.

The Office of Environment and
Heritage (OEH) website titled
‘Protecting the Snowies’ was the
most utilised source for uncovering
general public opinion. The website
was constructed to encourage
discussion and debate on various
issues and questions posed in
relation to the horses in KNP. Any
interested member of the public
with access to the internet was able
to contribute to the discussion and
have their voice heard.

Four prominent voices came through

Figure 4 Screenshot of discussion format on OEH website

in the debate that fell into the categories of
‘conservationist/environmentalist’; ‘pastoralist’; ‘brumby advocate’ and ‘heritage
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preservationist’. But although these categories were present they often intersected, with
many people claiming to be environmentalists AND brumby advocates, or pastoralists and
conservationists. For example, a local horse rider who works on a property bordering KNP
thought about himself as both conservationist and brumby advocate.

the point I like to push forward is that we’re conservationists ourselves. We want
that land to be sustained and looked after as much as anyone else. The only
difference is we’re viewing it from horseback. -Thredbo Rider interview transcription

So rather than group people into categories based on their particular stance, the various
assemblages of the horse were instead analysed. These horse assemblages were: horse as
brumby; horse as romantic construction; horse as damage; horse as feral species; horse as
unfairly accused; and horse as cultural heritage. Based on these assemblages it was possible
to focus in further to create two strands of argument. The first strand is ‘horse as feral
species versus horse as brumby’ to explore the process by which these ideas become made
and remade in the context of the debate. The second strand looks at the process by which
the horse is understood as damage by exploring the ‘politics of blame’ (see Whittaker &
Mercer 2004). To discuss the process behind these assemblages, the chapter draws on Hajer
(1995)’s concept of the storyline to explore how particular stories were frequently re-used.
Storylines enable the clustering of knowledge, thus being able to create coalitions amongst
actors. As Hajer (1995:66) describes:

Story-lines are devices through which actors are positioned, and through which
specific ideas of ‘blame’ and ‘responsibility’, and of ‘urgency’ and ‘responsible
behaviour’ are attributed. Through story-lines actors can be positioned as victims of
things such as pollution, as problem solvers, as perpetrators, as top scientists, or as
scaremongers.
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5.1

Feral pest or iconic Australian symbol?

Image 5-1 Brumbies living at Long Plains in KNP. Photo used with permission by shoot2720, accessed from Snowy
Brumby Heritage FB page

The debate appeared to follow a native/non-native divide, but with greater depth and
complexity. People therefore either understood the horse as belonging or not belonging
within KNP. However, as Gibbs et al. (2015:58) argue:

Concepts of nature and nativeness permeate the politics of belonging. Yet in the
context of contemporary environmental change and uncertainty, fixed ideas of
belonging no longer work.

When investigated through assemblage thinking, the dualism of the horse as either native or
non-native is broken down. One side of the debate followed the discourse of the horse being
seen as a feral pest, but on the other side the horse was seen as a brumby; and that included
all the various aspects that made up the brumby such as seeing it as a cultural icon, a living
link to pastoral heritage, a romantic construction and agentive individual. Powerful
storylines appeared throughout the debate in forms such as metaphors, analogies, historical
references, clichés, appeals to collective fears or senses of guilt (Hajer 1995:66).
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5.1.1 Assembling Horses as Brumbies
All the storylines for ‘the horse as brumby’ are very much based on settler pastoralist
heritage, with (presumably, since it is hard to tell from the pseudonyms) equal
representations from both men and women. The brumby debate draws on passions from
both sexes, despite the undeniable masculine history of the horse – cattlemen, stockmen,
mountain men; even though a number of studies have revealed that an overwhelmingly
large percentage of horse owners are in fact women (Birke et al. 2010; Birke 2007; Brandt
2004; Birke & Brandt 2009). The people who assemble horses in the KNP as brumby evoke a
sense of national pride by embracing these horses as an Australian ‘icon’ through retelling
numerous brumby storylines that facilitate a white settler belonging.

Donna 03 Dec 2014, 10:04 PM
I want more than anything for people to see these horses for what they are - our
OWN… the KNP brumbies are still like no other in our country… If they don't
represent the quintessential 'Aussie battler', then nothing does.

BushHorse 16 Sep 2014, 07:03 PM
For me brumbies represent Australian history and freedom. As lots of people, I grew
up reading brumby stories and watching movies about them... Brumbies also
symbolised the days of the working stockmen and the high country cattlemen, when
the high country was a home and livelihood to many people.

KWebster 18 Sep 2014, 02:57 PM
The Australian Brumby is more than just a “Wild Horse”, they are a part of our
cultural identity and form part of what Australia is- a nation built upon the back of a
horse long before the steam engine. The ancestors of our brumbies took our children
to school, ploughed our fields and carried our soldiers to war… For me Brumbies are
not a feral pest but an Australian Native.

Frequently raised in the debate are tales of how the horses have ‘earned’ their place in the
park as people often reconcile their own belonging in Australia through the presence of the
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horses in KNP. Hence, there is talk of romanticism of seeing brumbies in the ‘wild’, and the
nature of them when trained. A study by Rikoon (2006) on free-ranging horses in southcentral Missouri revealed similar perspectives, with local attachments to the wild horses
being often intensely personal because of individual and social connections to sighting the
horses running free. Rikoon’s research revealed that local social constructions of the
landscape included diverse legends of the horses’ origins. In KNP the scenario is similar with
the legitimacy brought to the national storyline through frequent references to Banjo
Paterson, Elyne Mitchell and the Australian $10 note.

Ah yeah, instant goosebumps. It’s euphoric… it’s a feeling unto its own. To see horses
out there that have survived for generations. -Thredbo Rider Interview Transcription

Mel 23 Sep 2014, 08:04 PM
Brumbies in the snows- a romantic part of Australian heritage that should be
embraced.

Mountain Man 18 Sep 2014, 12:23 AM
Here in the Snowy Mountains the Brumbies are not just an integral part of the high
country’s natural environment; they reflect our history, our ancestors and our
folklore… a heritage that gives us a sense of belonging as well as our quintessentially
Australian identity that is celebrated by most.
When over 120 years of mountain grazing ended, the mountain people’s world
changed dramatically. The brumbies became sacred as they were the last link to the
heritage that they treasured.

Stromlo 09 Dec 2014, 02:27 PM
They do not deserve to be punished with inhumane treatment.

As the above quotations indicate when horses are assembled through national storylines,
the sight of a horse in KNP generates ‘goosebumps’ and national passions and belongings.
Strong emotions and affects of sighting a horse as brumby results in a heightened sense of
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responsibility to these horses. For example, as Stromlo said: “they [brumbies] do not
deserve to be punished”.
When horses are assembled as brumbies the concepts around management are dramatically
changed which places immense pressures on the NPWS in charge of KNP.

The horses are a big issue and probably for me it’s more about the constraints that
the community places on us around horse management. That’s the challenge.
Whereas any other introduced species, whether it be pigs, foxes, deer, cats, rabbits
or whatever, not too many people are upset in terms of how we manage those
species or they’re not even really interested in terms of how we manage those
species. Whereas once you start talking horses…
It doesn’t matter whether it’s a horse, it doesn’t matter whether it’s a dog, fox, cat,
deer, we always are concerned, like as National Parks, that we’re treating that animal
humanely… To me personally some are more humane than others in terms of
different control methods, certainly to me 10 80 poisoning of dogs and foxes and
whatever is probably not the best way to go in terms of ways to euthanize an animal
but it’s acceptable to the community. -NPWS1 interview transcription

NPWS1 raises the point that the NPWS has an obligation and responsibility to animals in the
park with the concern to treat all animals humanely. The personal concern for the use of 10
80 poisoning illustrates the difference that exists in the public’s care and perceptions to
control methods of other animals compared to that of horses. Once again this highlights
how the assemblage of a horse as brumby removes it from a category that would see it
receiving the same control methods as other non-native species.
The horse as brumby is charged with emotion and passion towards a nationalistic and
patriotic storyline that sees the brumby representing people’s romantic cultural imaginings.
By symbolising an Australian history, and even identity, the construction of the horse living
within the Snowy Mountains becomes something far more special and important than what
traditional introduced species management strategies can respond to.
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5.1.2 Assembling horses as feral species
Assembling the horse as a feral species is based on the dominant perspectives of ecology,
bio-conservation and the environmental sciences that are embedded in NPWS legislation
(see Appendix G for legislation governing KNP). For example, as one NPWS employees tells:

[I see] myself as an employee tasked to do a particular job whatever it might be. I
mean fundamentally I guess it, what we do is determined by legislation really. That’s
the driver for everything that we do. The National Parks Act has a bunch of objects,
you know number one conserve. And manage appropriately. And then there’s a
bunch of things that a National Park must do and again what’s the first one, conserve
biodiversity in the long term. So that’s really how I see my role… -NPWS2 interview
transcription

This perspective can be connected with the research done by Rikoon (2006) who
commented that “natural” landscapes are bounded by the “natural” laws of energy, climate,
geology, hydrology, and other physical systems. Park Service officials of the Ozarks National
Scenic Riverways (ONSR) understand the world through their commitment to the principles
of a scientific ecosystem management, and several park officials involved with the wild horse
case said that they were “bound by science” (and regulations) to make the decisions they
did. Just like the staff in ONSR, the staff of KNP are there to perform a particular job.

I think the biggest mistake was for this decision to get politicised. It’s about
appropriate management. You know it really comes back to well what is the Park for?
Is it for the conservation of the native flora and fauna or is it for the conservation of
that plus an exotic animal which occurs over half the planet. (NPWS2 interview
transcript).

Due to the anonymity of the online forum, it was difficult to uncover accurately where many
individual perspectives stem from. However, those who assemble horses as feral are often
self-described conservationists (and one solicitor), and then others who just appear to be
turning to the law and legislations, or quoting scientific studies or videos that have been
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referenced to or made available by the OEH ‘Protecting the Snowies’ website. A hierarchy of
knowledge privileges the NPWS as holding scientific ‘truth’, but as the previous chapter
concluded this ‘truth’ is open to be critiqued.

coastwatcher 12 Dec 2014, 04:01 PM
I am also at loss to understand why considering the benefits of introduced animals
fits into the objects of the NSW National Parks and Wildlife Act 1974

Perplexed 12 Dec 2014, 11:44 AM
Maybe it’s the old solicitor in me, but go back to the law, legislation and rule book.
To me it is pretty evident that national parks were established to conserve native
flora and fauna, not conserve introduced species, at least not at the expense or
detriment of the native ones. To me the balance is all wrong when we are favouring,
or preferentially treating an introduced animal due to our emotional human
constructs and sentiment, in preference to native animals and ecosystems that are
being pushed to the brink on all fronts even in the small percentage of area that has
been legally and democratically set aside to protect and conserve them.

This quote raises important arguments that were frequently made, the first being that this
claim asserts that management decisions should be divorced from passions and emotion. It
is a bold statement to make as it can suggest that decision-makers should be removed of
emotion and passion, but yet are scientists not passionate towards the environment?
Secondly, it is stated that some sort of balance exists and by bringing emotion and sentiment
into it disrupts the balance. This clearly points to a single-sided view that once again
privileges an unemotional positivist science perspective. Sticking with the idea of balance,
we can suggest that what is being explained is some sort of ecosystem equilibrium that
humans are trying to achieve, when in actual fact returning to the literature will find that
there are far more ways to see a changing landscape. Whatmore (2006)’s paper on
‘vernacular landscapes’ mentions the ways people shape and are shaped by their
surroundings, Rikoon (2006) comments on how changing values lead to the conceptions of
nature being in a state of constant flux, and returning to Trigger (2008) who reports on how
the landscape is always changing, and in the case of the Yolngu people in Arnhem Land the
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landscape and its significance are constantly being recreated. The following two storylines
seem to repeat throughout the debate and introduces a later topic that will be discussed:
‘discourses of fear’.

Mbidgee 10 Dec 2014, 03:24 PM
I think we should never consider the benefits of an introduced animal to a national
park. The prime reason for a park is conservation, and conservation of all native
communities and species is not possible while large numbers of a pest with a high
impact is present in the park.

Jindygal 12 Dec 2014, 12:16 PM
I don't want the park destroyed for future generations either… It isn't the role of a
national park to provide a venue to view feral animals.

“Large numbers of a pest with a high impact” and “I don't want the park destroyed”
frequently arise in support of the horse as feral argument. Due to the fact that little scientific
evidence exists to substantiate these claims, nor is it likely that those repeating these claims
would know for sure what they are saying is scientific fact, the power of the storyline is able
to highlight how simply statements can be made and repeated. As Hajer (1995:64) has
described along with Eskridge & Alderman (2010:115) issues can be framed and discussed in
recurring ways because “they just sound right”. The idea of the park being destroyed is a
large statement to make, yet they repeat frequently.

I don’t see them any different or a sheep or a cow or a pig or a goat. They’re a feral
animal in the wrong place…
I don’t really see horses as being any different from any other exotic animal within a
National Park. I mean the Act actually puts all of those animals in the same group,
Schedule 11: not protected, which means that they can be shot or controlled. You
know whereas of course all native fauna within a National Park by definition are
protected. Don’t’ really see why the issue is any different to any other issue except
that obviously… people have a much different attitude to horses than they do pigs or
goats. (NPWS2 interview transcript).
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This attitude is common in the assemblage of horse as feral. A feral status removes the
obligations towards the preservation of life of the horse, and places it in a category that
deems it killable. This reflects what was discussed in chapter two from authors such as
Notzke (2013) and Yuval-Davis (2006), where passing judgements and the treatment of
animals is based on whether their construction sees them as belonging.

The discursive practice of using analogies as a tool within storylines comes through in
people’s arguments for the horses as feral. This was often done in relating the horse to other
feral species as a problem.

Happy Jack 02 Sep 2014, 10:31 AM
I am tempted to title this blurb… “Hawkweed and Horses”
A bit like the iconic brumby, the hawkweed is a pretty thing to look at (in flower) and
I am sure that in a garden it is much loved. However when it gets away and into the
Park it will spread, unless managed by humans. It is very good at setting seeds and
spreading “out of control”. Can you see my rather contrived parallel to the brumbys?
…Dispite [sic] it being a pretty flower, each flowering season, a band of dedicated
volunters [sic] under the management of the KNP spread out across Kosi and map
every Hawkweed infestation they can find…
Fortunately for the park, there does not seem to be an emotionally charged
Hawkweed supporters group. So it’s [sic] eradication is not contentious. Why are we
acting against the hawkweed? Because it is an introduced species that competes with
the natives..

Once again the reference to emotions is used, and as occurs frequently in this angle of the
debate, emotionality is considered a weakness that does not belong in environmental
management.
More graphic analogies were also used when talking about the horse and the need for its
removal from the park:
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Lachlan 20 Aug 2014, 05:25 PM
…if you have a glass shard embedded in your arm, you don’t leave it there to fester.
You get a probe and tweezers to remove it yourself. If that fails, you go to the doctor
to get it professionally removed. But never ignore the problem…

The horse as feral within KNP appears to mean that it can be likened to a shard of glass
festering in your arm! The intensity of the analogy reflects the intensity of the opinion, as
well as the point clearly being made that the horse is a ‘problem’.
The Feral Pest versus Iconic Australian Symbol debate uncovers a large amount of detail
about the various assemblages of the horses within KNP. The discarding of emotions on one
end is met with the heightened emotions on the other that are based on histories, icons,
romanticisms and horse agency. It raises the questions as to why are emotions so often
disregarded when it comes to a scientific view on management, when there is a large body
of literature that exists on cultural environmental research and management that offers
alternate and socially and culturally inclusive ways of thinking about the environment.

5.2

Politics of Blame

Image 5-2 Town meeting flyer for Q&A with NP staff
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The apportioning of blame after an environmental event such as bushfires in Australia is a
common affair (Whittaker & Mercer 2004), and so too is the apportioning of blame over
what it is that is yielding environmental damage within KNP. This debate shows how people
have different ideas over the management of wild horses in KNP as an individual and
specialised species as quotes from the ‘horse as brumby’ section have identified.

Obligations and responsibilities that the NPWS hold are confronted with complicated
management situations due to competing knowledge systems. The politics of blame
uncovers the scope of the debate on impacts and damage.

5.3

Horses are not damage in KNP!

Using assemblage thinking provides insights into how blame is appropriated in regards to
how the horse is positioned as yielding environmental damage within KNP. People who
assemble horses as part of ongoing settler narrative of pastoral stewardship blame the
notion of wilderness. Hand in hand, with appropriating blame to the mismanagement of
NPWS, are storylines detailing cycles of degradation followed by recovery in KNP; also blame
appropriated to fire, rabbits, deer and pigs rather than horses.

5.3.1 Blame being passed from a pastoral stewardship perspective
For some, appropriating blame to the management principles within the NPWS that exclude
pastoral activities from KNP is central to questioning the horses as an environmental
problem. For example, in response to an article by The Guardian Australia titled ‘A time to
cull? The battle over Australia’s brumbies’, the founding and lifetime member of the SMHRA
wrote:

The fact is the brumbies have lived in the mountains for nearly 170 years. The point
being...Why is it only now 170 years later that the brumbies seem to be a problem??
Why is this question never asked??
The brumbies were there for over 100 years before it was ever declared a National
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Park. Then they were well established for over 150 years when it was still deemed
pristine enough to be declared "Wilderness". There has not ever been ANY plants or
animals disappear to extinction because of brumbies!!
This just demonstrates that the problem is not the brumbies themselves but the
MISmanagement of National Parks. Why is this never questioned in these articles?
The truth is that the local Mountain Horsemen (Yes the Man from Snowy River and
Co) had been managing the brumby numbers for generations but in recent years they
have been prohibited to even ride their horses there anymore nor to catch the
brumbies as their forefathers taught them. National Parks recently publicly admitted
that the brumbies had neglible [sic] impacts before when the horsemen were
managing them. Hello?? does this not give the answer to the problem??

Likewise, Thredbo Rider said:

let them be controlled like they always were. And like I said before, the Cocky’s who
had the leases up there before, they controlled those horses like they were their own
livestock… Once the pastoralists were kicked out, high country men and women were
kicked out, they couldn’t control the livestock. And that’s why the problem is now. Thredbo Rider Interview

Assembled as part of pastoral stewardship, horses are not considered a problem. This
storyline of there being no environmental damage from horses while pastoralists managed
the population numbers is repeated.

Mountain Man 03 Dec 2014, 09:48 PM
...how about you come back when you have grown a little older and wiser and had a
few more years in the mountains to see a little more of the cycle of the bush... When
you have seen first hand as you say, maybe at least 50 or 60 years worth, then I will
take your comments seriously. Give me a break.
Sitting in front of a cattlemens hut (Cascades?) where our families lived for several
decades and with hundreds of horses and cattle for over 120 years...look around
you...where is the damage from that? Dont you think after 170 years of brumbies
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that there should be some more impacts right where you sit? Maybe you should
have had a look at the damage after the 2003 fires to see how its changed since and
how it changes all the time.. probably still in primary school then dont remember? A
generation of Gullible and brainwashed kids. God help this country and the bush in
another 50 years!

The pseudonym ‘Mountain Man’ suggests a close link between the respondent and the
former pastoral culture and stewardship in the KNP. These ideas of stewardship to country
understanding environmental damage differently compared to environmental organisation
and governmental and scientific bodies is researched in other studies, (eg Gill (2013) who
looks at stewardship and environmental change in central Australia). Stewardship claims ring
similarly in the Snowy Mountains as they do in central Australia, with stewardship being
defined as the ability to pass land on undamaged and work it sustainably. Pastoral
stewardship sees the intertwining of environmental events and processes with changing
social contexts and moralities, with these “entanglements facilitat[ing] both consistency and
change in pastoral culture and stewardship” (Gill 2013:10). Just as in the quote by Mountain
Man above, the ‘normal cycles of nature’ storyline is echoed in the Gill (2013) paper by
central Australian pastoralists who understand the land as resilient and only those who have
extended and close experience with the land will understand these patterns.

5.3.2 Blame being passed to Natural Hazards
The argument of horses as not being damage is further supported with the reference to fire
repeatedly being raised. Fire is blamed as being responsible for causing the most damage
and severity of impact to KNP

I don’t think the brumby numbers have exploded. I think it’s got to do with fire
management. They can’t have it both ways. They say that the national park should be
natural and that the ecosystems should be left natural so they lock it up and leave
nature, mother nature to take its course. But when lightning strikes and a fire starts
they go and put it out, so that’s not mother nature doing what she does. So you can’t
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have it both ways. But at the same time it’s a dilemma for them because I don’t want
a fire coming and burning us out either. –Heritage Crusader interview transcription

when you look at the damage done by a fire like the one in 2003. And you see this
beautiful sphagnum moss, these fern filled gullies that they are wanting to protect.
And in 2004 I went for a ride and it was this side of the wilderness, and I went for a
ride up through there and you couldn’t get over the damage that was done. Because
after the fire there was a big rain event, so all these beautiful sphagnum mosses that,
everyone is wanting to protect because they support critters, and they’re these big
sponges we all know this we all understand this. But the fire was that intense and
fierce, that it cooked the ground right down so that there was no organic matter. It
was like sand, like really dry dirt... I think nature’s impacts are far worse than the
estimated number of horses up there causing damage. –Thredbo Rider interview
transcription

5.3.3 Blame being passed to other animals
The final aspect of blame not being placed on horses is the blame being transferred to other
non-native species and human-induced negative impacts.

Brumbies by nature don’t cross these big bogs. They use one track, and when that
bogs up they won’t use it again. It’s not just this huge beautiful swampy area that
these horses have annihilated. The pigs wallow in it. The deer wallow in it. You know,
the pigs eat frogs! (laughs). This is the other thing they don’t understand. Pigs spread
the weeds. Pigs are omnivorous, they’ll eat anything. So there’s a lot more out there.
-Thredbo Rider interview transcription

Sue 21 Sep 2014, 01:48 PM
What about the wild pigs that had rooted up huge expanses of land the last time we
were at Long Plain and what about the rabbits that are littering our beautiful
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mountains with hundreds and hundreds of burrows. The wild horses seem to be
having far less impact than these interlopers!

WenMc 27 Aug 2014, 07:07AM
I truly get upset as there is so much focus on the Brumbies/wild horses. In the past I
have spent weeks in the Snowy Mountains on horseback and from my experience I
have witnessed first hand the damage the wild pigs do to the environment, which in
my opinion far outweigh what Brumbies do. I think a strong focus needs to be done
in regard to wild pigs, wild pigs, wild goats etc…….however, you never hear about the
damage these animals do we always hear about the wild horses.

5.4

Horses are Damage!

The arguments for horses causing damage in KNP come in the form of claimed
environmental damage such as soil compaction/erosion, vegetation trampling or river
damage (from wallowing or eroding stream banks). Damage is also seen in the form of being
detrimental to native species such as through habitat destruction, water/food competition,
or spreading weeds which then out-compete native flora.

5.4.1 Damage through discourses of fear
The use of fear in environmental discourse has been researched by Esckridge & Alderman
(2010), and similarities to their work can be found relating to the ‘horse is damage’
argument. What appears in these arguments is a new language, one that focuses on
discourses of fear by frequently using descriptive words such as ‘destruction’ and
‘degradation’, ‘irreparable damage’ and ‘extensive damage’. Senses of urgency come across
and horses are assembled as ‘feral’ and ‘pests’.

Natives_rule 25 Sep 2014, 03:35 PM
Wild or feral horses mean to me degradation and destruction of the alpine
environment... Camping in Long Plain last year we could hear horses constantly and
the camping area and local streams were trampled and churned… I would like to see
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less horses as they are a large hoofed animal that are in very large numbers and the
lack of control and management of this species over the last 5 years is causing
irreparable damage to the environment.

Bushwalker 23 Nov 2014, 11:28 PM
Hmmmm, interesting 'debate', with many people making wild accusations based on
emotional responses rather than fact (and indeed often not even justified by what
they are responding to!)… I've seen the beautiful streams turned into wide bogs by
horse’s hooves. I've suffered from bacterial illnesses due to those same streams
being polluted by horse dung.

Zelig 12 Sep 2014, 01:26 AM
I have seen extensive damage in the Long Plain area. Significantly, the deep tracks cut
by the horses represent a danger to walkers, as well as damage to the environment.
In fact, as reasonably experienced walkers my wife and I followed one of these tracks
mistakenly for quite a while thinking it was the correct trail. I like animals, but I
believe the damage done by wild horses in the NP is unacceptable and irresponsible.
In fact I do not think we are doing the horses any favours by allowing them to
continue as a pest population…
There is an element of urgency, given the extent of the damage.

The last two quotes focus on not only damage to the environment, but the potential of
damage to human life. By the element of danger being introduced, fear is placed on readers
with the story being introduced of people’s suffering from horse presence in KNP, be it
through bacterial illness, or by physical marks left on the landscape by horses.

Bush lover 22 Aug 2014, 04:51PM
If we do nothing now, in 10 years, there will be somewhere around 200,000 horses in
Kosciusko NP. At that stage or maybe before, there will not be enough food for all
the horses. All grass will have been eaten and the plains will be just dirt. Not only the
horses will die, but also many native animals that also eat grass. Because of the lack
of grass, rain will wash away the topsoil, creating erosion gullies, and clogging up the
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streams and eventually the rivers. Due to poor water quality, all the animals that live
in the creeks are likely to die. Trees will die when their roots are exposed.
With most of the fertile topsoil gone, grasses and other plants will not be able to reestablish themselves. With no grass, no animals will be able to live there because of
lack of food.

As shown, storylines that focus on discourses of fear revolved around the repetition of
certain stories about people’s unfavourable wild horse experiences, including ones that
represent a potential danger to humans. Not only that, but scaremongering techniques were
used to describe disastrous future events unfolding if wild horses were to remain in KNP,
such as the more extreme example above by Bush Lover (and I only included about a third of
their disaster story scenario). By making great statements such as ‘irreparable/extensive
damage’, and by providing descriptive narratives of negative scenarios, the storylines that
present fear are a prominent discourse tool.

5.4.2 Damage through Science
Scientific opinion and research comes through, and once again very much from the NPWS
side of the debate. Information is
found on the ‘Protecting the
Snowies’ website, which provides
directions to studies and sources.
Below is a screenshot from the
website showing the downloadable
documents made available by the
NPWS. These links present a onesided swing to the ‘horses causing
damage’ angle of the debate based
on the information sheet content.

Figure 5 Screenshot from OEH website of available information sources
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An interview with a vegetation scientist working as a Threatened Species Officer for National
Parks expressed frustration over the debate surrounding damage to KNP from horses:

There was quite a long history of grazing research prior to the removal of all of the
snow grazing leases in Kosciuszko in 1974… you know we’re kind of revisiting old
work here I think and it really annoys me and pisses me off to the fact, in a way that I
see myself in a way investigating horse impacts in Kosciuszko is largely a waste of
time. The work has already been done on the impacts of stock in KNP over the course
of the post-war period to the time the snow grazing leases were removed in 1974. NPWS2 interview transcription

youngconservationist 6 months ago
I feel this is like trying to convince a climate sceptic of evidence. But I'll try. It took me
10 minutes to find 4 studies [proceeds to list alpine grazing/vegetation related
studies].

The science and evidence referred to in the above two quotes relates to that of grazing in
Alpine Regions. By assembling the horse as a form of livestock and positioning it in the same
way grazing cattle are positioned, this scientific evidence can be used in defence that the
horse is damage.

The NPWS2 respondent provided information about taking part in a program on the Alpine
Bogs Endangered Ecological Community, monitoring impacts from horses based on
randomly selected points at treeless drainage lines. Working in KNP since 2006 his opinion
was focused strongly towards the scientific evidence existing that horses were damage
within the Park.

The drainage lines all show evidence of impact. And what is that impact? …landscape
function analysis was primarily looking at soils and the impacts on soils and it’s quite
clear there’s a lot more sediment in the creeks, there’s a lot more damage to the
banks, wherever there are horses .-NPWS2 interview transcription
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Perplexed 30 Nov 2014, 11:19 PM
Feral horses may not be directly responsible through predation or physical injury to
native species… but they certainly are contributing to the loss of habitat of these
native species… Refer the alpine and sub alpine bog reports just for starters on one
ecosystem.

Horse damage explained through science remains quite limited, with evidence being based
on past studies of grazing, or presence of horses being recorded in fragile ecosystems. This
side of the argument very rarely directly provided scientific evidence, but did however use
the terms ‘science’ and ‘evidence’ in people pushing their points

Natives_rule Nov 2014
…the article was backed up with evidence and research… I certainly support the
evidence and research that there are too many horses in the Snowy Mountains.

The above quote was written in response to an article released by The Conversation claiming
that two ecologists had found starving horses in KNP eating a dead horse. The article proved
to be of poor quality and received quite a lot of academic criticism (see for example two
separate articles in The Sydney Morning Herald on September 23 and September 24, 2014).
The above example shows how the use of terms such as ‘science’, ‘research’ and ‘evidence’
are powerful storyline tools throughout the debate, and often may be used freely and
without personal research.

5.5

Conclusion

This debate has provided an extensive overview on the range of horse assemblages that are
created that inform public debate and discourse. Humans are constantly trying to make
sense of things, and in doing so are creating and recreating discourses and stories to help
understand and categorise the horse in an attempt to uncomplicate its position within KNP.
Unfortunately for management, and in this case the NPWS, the horses are present in a wide
array of contexts, and for every context the horse becomes something new. Assembling the
horse as a brumby opens up room for emotional knowledge, which is a powerful force
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especially given the historic connections associated with it. But when assembled as a feral
species emotional knowledge is considered a weakness and disregarded for a more rational,
ordered, and positivist science-based way of knowing. Concepts of belonging are contested
between sides, and individual ideas of ‘damage’ and ‘impact’ are divided. The one
conclusion that can be made is that there is a wider range of views towards the horse
assemblages of ‘brumby’. Taking this into consideration calls for a focus on management
inclusive of a social cultural environmental approach, where all aspects of the horse are
considered, as well as the involvement of relevant and current scientific research.
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Chapter 6 : Assembling ‘brumbiness’

Image 6-1 My fiancé meeting a brumby for the first time

The aim of this chapter is to focus on how people experience ‘brumbiness’. To do so requires
thinking about the process by which people know and appreciate horses in KNP as subjects
capable of complex communications with humans. According to Schuurman (2014)
narratives are a good way of being able to bring to the surface what actually happens in the
interaction that creates, develops, and transforms the relationship between horse and
human. Narratives are personal accounts that give an individual the opportunity to share
openly their experiences, desires and emotions. Returning to Birke et al. (2010), through
narratives people are given the opportunity to tell and retell their horse’s story and by doing
so constructing both theirs and their horse’s identity.

To explore the process of assembling the notion of brumbiness, this chapter draws on horse
narratives from the OEH ‘Protecting the Snowies’ website and the book edited by Kathryn
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Massey and Mae Lee Sun (2013), entitled ‘Brumby: A celebration of Australia’s wild horses’.
The narratives were told for different audiences and purposes. On the ‘Protecting the
Snowies’ website there was a section for people to share their stories. The site explains that:

In sharing your experiences, your images and stories may be used as part of the
reports and ongoing consultation activities associated with the review of the Wild
Horse Management Plan. This initial period of consultation to gather the differing
views will help, along with the advice from the Independent Technical Reference
Group, to review and develop a new draft Wild Horse Management Plan which will
then be placed on public exhibition for further consultation next year.

Out of 26 submissions on the website, all but two of these brumby narratives told of how
lives were enhanced by the presence of horses in the KNP. The two that were not, were
narratives of perceived brumby damage in KNP attributed to increasing horse numbers.
Whereas the objective of the book ‘Brumby: A celebration of Australia’s wild horses’ by
Kathryn Massey and Mae Lee Sun (2013) was to bring

together breathtaking photographs of Brumbies in the wild as well as often thoughtprovoking and entertaining stories from people privileged enough to have
encountered or worked with them personally, Brumby celebrates the beauty,
strength and indomitable spirit of these amazing animals. (inside cover)

The fact that horses are treated differently as a pest species by having their own
management plan compared to any other animal indicates the historical weight of settler
ideas that constitute human-horse connections as more special than opposed to the way
British and European Australians are connected to deer, rabbits, pigs, wild dogs and foxes.
All those species are present within KNP and classed as ‘Key Threatening Processes’ under
the Threatened Species Conservation Act 1995 – the horse is the only one not to have been
given this scientific status as a threatening process, indicating again the lack of evidence of
its impacts. The fact that many people own pet rabbits, dogs and cats means that it’s far
more complex than just human-animal connections. The relationships that develop between
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horses and humans appear to be profound, and even more-so the connections between
humans and brumbies.
A total of 26 narratives were selected for the analysis. 15 were selected from the OEH
‘Protecting the Snowies’ website, nine from Massey and Sun (2013) and two from
interviews. Table 3 depicts the themes that emerged in the narratives. For a full list of the
narrative names and sources see Appendix E.
Table 3 Narrative themes
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Within the literature on the human-horse relationship, there has been a focus on the
emotional connection and embodiment between horse and rider (Game, 2001; Maurstad et
al. 2013; Wipper 2000). In the brumby narratives, whilst they do refer to riding as a sign of
the human-horse connection, riding is in no way the main basis for forming the relationship.
A love of brumbies was expressed within the narratives. The main basis of the emotional
connections of love were the perceived unique temperament of the Snowy Brumby as a
once wild horse and the bond of trust.

6.1

Why a brumby?

Since horses occur all over the world, and are readily available for purchase almost
anywhere in Australia, the question is raised as to why people believe there is something
more special about owning a brumby in comparison to another horse. Analysing narratives
provided valuable answers to this question.

I cannot stress enough to people what amazing pony’s [sic] brumby’s [sic] make and
to be honest unless you have one of your own you would probably never truly
understand anyway. They are special, they are loyal and they make the most amazing
ponies for kids. They are grateful when you praise them, they appreciate when you
spend time with them, they are extremely fast learners and not surprisingly great on
their feet. -Saffie

Growing up with dogs as a child, I knew that a lot of breeds had problems due to
selective breeding, “mutts” were far more healthy and had well rounded
temperaments. I was looking for that healthy “mutt” from the horse world. This is
where I found the Brumby, a breed by nature. Strong feet, sure footed, level head
and nice types. …My Brumbies are careful, empathetic, playful, funny and sharing.
My life is better for falling for these great animals. -Zithenz

I love all my horses and have a good relationship with them all but the bond and the
trust formed with my Brumbies simply does not compare and although I would not
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consider rehoming my non-Brumbies I would not purchase anything other than
Brumbies in the future. –BrumbiesRock

I believe these [brumby] traits are due to these horses needing to survive in the wild.
–Bel

As all the above quotes indicate, there are common themes as to what people consider to
be beneficial traits found in brumbies. Brumbies are believed to possess superior genetics
due to the process of natural selective breeding in the KNP framed as ‘the wild’. It is these
physical traits that make them better than domestically bred horses, as the wild has made
them sure-footed and sturdy. It is not only the physical traits that come through in people’s
narratives as to why they prefer brumbies, it is also the emotional, psychological and
perceived specific ‘brumby temperaments’ that people believe makes the brumby a
preferred horse type. These temperaments come through as humanistic traits, with words
to describe them as ‘polite’, ‘gentle’, ‘empathetic’, ‘understanding’, ‘grateful’ and ‘loving’
just to name a few. Loyalty and the concept of trust are also key concepts in defining the
brumby. With owners believing the characteristics of the brumby is one that is of not only
trust as a bond, but also the trust they have in their brumby for safety. These aspects can be
seen below in the following narrative excerpts.

When I fell pregnant two years ago, I stopped going in to the paddock with my own
domestic horses, I stopped hanging out at the riding school where I had been taking
lessons, but I did not stop training Brumbies. I trusted these wild horses completely,
there is not an ounce of malice in them. The other day, my son was sitting in his pram
eating a sandwich when one of the brumbies went over to see if they could share. I
rushed over to supervise, but I needn’t have fussed, he was taking the sandwich from
my 15month old’s outstretched hand with his lips, and my son was giggling with
happiness. -HVBA Vice President

The day before my daughter had met one of the Brumbies who had never met kids
before and he was so gentle with her it was like he knew she was only a baby. I swore
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to myself that I would never have anything but a Brumby for my precious girl
because they are so safe and have a natural instinct with kids. -Sharlone

These narratives show a profound trust and belief in the brumbies’ nature. As the HVBA Vice
President states, she would only be around brumbies and not domestic horses because of
the unique nature she believes they have. A high level of agency is given to the brumby with
Sharlone claiming the brumby knew and understood that it had to be careful with the babythat it was instinctual. By both stories sharing the same opinion that only brumbies could be
trusted in such delicate situations, one can begin to wonder whether the brumby breed does
possess a different element of ‘care’.

Image 6-2 Brumby foal with child. Photo credit Cochran (2014), accessed from Public FB Group SMBUG

6.2

Co-being and co-domestication

The human-horse relationship is not only about the connection, but also about growing and
learning together. People’s experiences with Brumbies not only allow them to develop and
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fine-tune their horse skills, but also claim to benefit their life in general because of these
relationships.

Brumbies… have caused me to search deeper into my horsemanship skills, to make
myself even sharper, more patient and more resilient as a person. Carlos
Tabernarberri (Massey & Sun, 2013)

This draws on the idea of co-being where Maurstad et al. (2013:324) explains how “human
and horse appear to entangle as individuals, as subjects, rather than subject and object…”
Co-being conceives of both the horse and human as agentive individuals, both capable of
communicating, influencing and teaching each other. The fact that a brumby was once
understood as ‘wild’ or ‘natural’ seems to position the horse with even further agency, as
the horse as brumby is reliant on instinct and natural behavior. Unlike a horse raised by
humans, the brumby has yet to be influenced and taught through human interaction. The
training process is unlike that of a horse whose ‘natural’ instincts are narrated as lost
through breeding programs. For example, HVBA Vice Presidents says:

Brumbies are so different to any other horses I had ever worked with... They
understand body language, and you find that you can communicate with them in an
amazingly clear and easy way if only you listen to what your body is saying, and what
their body is saying… One Brumby will teach you things that fifty domestic horses
could not. -HVBA Vice President

Co-being and co-domestication take us back to the ideas of horse-handling and training.
Narratives offer an insight into how the relationship created between the trainer and the
brumby may be different than that of a domestic horse. Fureix et al. (2009) argue that how
the process of human-handling of foals early on facilitates human manageability over
horses. Often with brumbies they are not captured as foals, making early handling not
possible. Training calls on alternate techniques such as Natural Horsemanship that relies on
learning the horse’s behaviour. Wild horses communicate through visual cues so emphasis is
placed on these.
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6.3

Deeper understandings

When domesticating brumbies a recurrent theme is that a deeper understanding of horsehuman relationships is required to successfully ‘break in’ or train a brumby. Once again
learning the horse’s instinct and behaviour is necessary. According to authors such as
Hausbergr et al. (2008) and Fureix et al (2009) it is this deeper understanding in training that
strengthens the human-horse bonds. For example Carlos Tabernaberri explains:

A domestic horse ‘reads’ you, as they say, ‘like a book’. But I say that a Brumby
‘downloads you like a Kindle’. A Brumby will have you read and indexed before you
ever touch them. They know what chapter they are dealing with at any given time
and whether or not you’re on the same page. -Carlos Tabernaberri (Massey & Sun,
2013).

Their whole behaviour as well is different. You can make a domestic horse do
anything with, basically, a brumby you can’t. You need to let them, you know, I’m not
saying you let them get away with things… you have to let them be a brumby. And,
they have that instinct like out in the bush, you know, if the brumby says ‘no I’m not
crossing there, you know, because I know a better place to keep us safe’. You know,
it’s what you do. -Aerial Photographer interview transcription

As these narratives show, a brumby compared to a domestic horse requires a deeper
learning into the horse’s agency, and appreciating the individual nature of the brumby
breed. An ability to adapt and compromise is needed, and the result is a mutual
understanding developing a successful relationship.
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6.4

Creation of relationships: narratives of salvation

Image 6-3 A rescued north Kosciuszko brumby stallion. Photo Billie Dean (2011) http://billiedean.com

Narratives of brumbies and their owners are important when thinking about connections
surrounding horse-brumby-human relations. Narratives not only provide people’s
experiences and arguments for the attributes of brumbiness through the process of
domestication, but they also explain the growth of these relationships across a life-course.

Everyday I’d spend a few hours sitting in the round yard reading horse books and
telling him stories. Chap would come up to me for sniffs and kisses, he is a very warm
hearted horse who loves to cuddle. Weeks went by and it was time to put a saddle
on and have a ride. Kath grabbed her western saddle and strapped him up for some
work, Kath mounted Champ and walked him around. It was my turn now, I was
nervous but felt safe knowing he wasn’t going to hurt me as I’ve never ridden a
brumby before. I walked him around and had a bit of a trot. The movement was
amazing! I felt so free.…We have a bond that could not be broken. Finding out
Champs history from a horse sent to the sales for slaughter to a broken in Brumby.
He has become an amazing horse and my best friend. …Everyone was surprised how
incredible Brumbys [sic] can be, from running free in the wild to your best friend.
Chapman

This story can be seen to reflect on the embodiment of riding that is discussed by Game
(2001). The connection created through the flow and movement of riding that unites horse
and human allows for the deeper bond to be created.
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Maurstad et al. (2013) investigated the mental and bodily performances that were required
when undertaking cross-species communication. To develop a mutual relationship these
narratives speak of the importance of learning not only the horse’s characteristics but also
socio-cultural experiences. With Brumbies, the socio-cultural experience is usually limited to
how the horse was initially captured. The following narrative is about a brumby called Adam
captured by contractors who proceeded to mistreat him and forcefully put him under the
saddle. The journey the author takes you on beautifully details how the relationship must be
formed with the horse’s past fears respected, and how the end result is a relationship based
on this understanding.

…when I arrived, Adam had dumped two rodeo riders and was cowering in the
corner of the yard, soaked in sweat, shaking and terrified. He was also bleeding
heavily from a deep gash on this shoulder where a stirrup iron had cut him. Because
of his resistance to what was being done to him, they declared Adam a ‘dangerous
horse’ and he was consigned to the abattoir. That week I bought him for $500 and
had him trucked to my farm.
…I just let him be and did not attempt to approach or handle him. I would put his
feed bin in the stockyard, leave the gate open and just walk away. He would come
into the yard, snatch a huge bite of feed from his bin and then gallop out.
...It took about a year before he would come to me in the paddock, stand quietly,
enjoy his carrot and then I could rub his neck. I always stood close to his shoulder
and if he backed away I would turn my back and ignore him.
…if I put a saddle on the rail to tack up another horse Adam takes off very quickly. To
this day, he can’t handle the sight or smell of a saddle. And again, who can blame
him?
…Adam is not my riding horse. He’s more than that, he’s my best friend and I felt
there were other things we could do together. I bought a book on horse tricks and as
Adam is so smart and keen to learn I began to teach him some.
…The bond is complete. He really does love me. I’m his mate and he actually prefers
to be with me than with other horses. He will put his nose to mine, cuddle into my
shoulder and stand in total bliss, breathing deeply as he takes in my scent and
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comfort. No other horses here, even my old boy that I’ve had for twenty years, is as
close or as special to me as my Adam. Jan Carter (Massey & Sun 2013).

Both the above stories take us back to Birke et al. (2010)’s idea of redemption narratives
being used when sharing human-horse experiences. These narratives provide an insight into
a horse’s personality with “the horse’s personality [being] understood as emerging from a
particular history and subsequent salvation” (Birke et al. 2010:343). “Keeping the horse
happy” is seen as being a main part of establishing a successful relationship, and these
narratives of horse rescue, followed by a life of happiness are what construct the successful
relationship. The embodiment of human-horse communication that has previously been
discussed with reference to Brandt (2004) also comes through in the narratives, particularly
in the second narrative by Jan Carter who learnt the subtle bodily movements that were
required to put her horse Adam at ease. By being able to “tune in” to the horse’s body in
order to understand what was being communicated, it enabled a two-way conversation to
be had which allowed the creation of a close and special relationship.

6.5

Human-Brumby Relationship

Equally important, however, are human-brumby relationships that many people expressed
when they see these horses in places constituted as the wild and the connections with
brumbies in these places. For example, Thredbo Rider….

The first time I put my hand on a brumby out in the bush like it was this amazing
feeling you know. It was hook, line and sinker. -Thredbo Rider interview transcription
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Image 6-4 A recently captured brumby being handled for the second time by the participant Thredbo Rider

Likewise, Aerial Photographer said …

I do believe that some brumbies have got to know me… I used to go out every day.
And camp out there. And I was writing about brumbies and sitting in the grass. And
all five of them, the stallion and the mares, one of them, one mare heavily pregnant
would come up and watch me. And from the moment I took the first photograph…
the last one, just stood there. Like two/three metres away from you watching me
while I was sitting on the grass.
I think they knew me, and the horse riders, when there were horse trekkers …would
say ‘they’re [aerial photographer’s] brumbies’ cause when I left that time, the stallion
followed me. And then I went back two days later… and the mare had given birth to
the foal and I went to photograph the foal which must have just been born, and she
wanted to run away with the foal. Like fleeing instinct. And the stallion almost told
her ‘it’s okay’ and she came back. -Aerial Photographer interview transcription

119

It is interesting uncovering the relationships that develop between a photographer and the
brumbies. Turning to Lorimer & Whatmore (2009)’s analysis on hunting, the similarities
exist. Just like a hunter, a photographer must learn the agency of the animal and be able to
understand it and “tune in” to its movements. When out photographing ‘Aerial
Photographer’ reflects:

You do it properly. You have to do it properly and be like down-wind and I always
wear camouflage. And certain colours you just don’t wear jeans, cause jeans reflect
the sun… like a reflector.
I had this one time with 50 brumbies… I crawled partially, and tried to go from bush
to bush and ducking down and drove them a little bit and let them settle down. It
took me like three hours for the 6km not to lose them. And then… I knew they
became aware of me, and I got the photograph… there’s one shot I got only, after,
yeah, one shot. -Aerial Photographer interview transcription

Just like a hunter, being a photographer requires a need to see the subject as prey. To
develop a photographic relationship with brumbies means patience and understanding of
not only how to achieve ‘horsiness’ but in particular brumbiness. To live and breathe the
movements of a brumby when out in the landscape; following their movements, predicting
their behaviour, and knowing when the right time to take the right photo will be.

6.6

Conclusion

The aim of this chapter was to better understand brumbiness. Narratives illustrate how
brumbiness is an attribute that is configured through the process by which people know and
appreciate horses from KNP. Experiencing brumbiness works across the categories of both
wild and domesticated horses. Indeed, the slippage of brumbiness across these categories is
attributed to the particular type of horse-human relationship configured by these horses.
Not only are these horses charismatic because of the weight of European cultural history
they represent as well as discourses of salvation, but also through the bonds configured
through riding, training and domesticating a horse with instinctively wild traits. By
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comparing brumby narratives with similar studies that have focused on human-horse
relationships (see for example Birke et al. 2009 and Schuurman 2014) it becomes clear that,
despite the small amount of research that has been done, based on current findings there is
a deeper bond that exists between brumby and owner, and further exploration into this field
could prove informative in discovering the particularity of brumbiness. Suggestions can point
to the fact that brumbies, being still very instinctive, are reliant on some form of a herd
structure and therefore show stronger bonds of trust towards their owner (head of herd).
Regardless of what it is, a consensus definitely exists that brumbies are something extra
special (see Appendix B for the list of brumby alliances).
It is these narratives that further the argument that horse management within KNP needs to
focus on the embodied and emotional as well as the scientific. The assemblage of the horse
as brumby carries strong emotional ties, resulting in a high degree of importance and
dedication towards preservation of the particular brumby breed.
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Chapter 7 : Conclusion

This chapter aim is three fold. First, the chapter demonstrates how the project aim and
questions were addressed in the results chapters. Second, the policy relevance is noted.
Third, this chapter charts direction for future research. While this thesis makes a significant
contribution to horse management debates within KNP, the process of conducting the
research raised a wide spectrum of future research possibilities.

The aim of this thesis was to draw on assemblage thinking to explore horse-human
relationships within the KNP. This project is timely and urgent in a context where the Horse
Management Plan within KNP is under a process of review; a process that includes ‘experts’
as well as public consultation. To address the research aim the three questions that guided
the project were:

1. How are horses assembled within KNP?
2. What are the main horse assemblages that come through in the debate?
3. What are the common themes that come through in people’s narratives about their
individual human-horse encounters that leads to experiencing ‘brumbiness’.

Chapter 2 outlined the contribution geographers and cognate disciplines are making to
better understand human relationships with non-human animals. The chapter draws
attention to increased attention given to non-human animals by geographers. One
important strand of animal geographies is that which draws on assemblage thinking to
explore the processes by which people make sense of the world. This involves paying
attention not only to discourses, but also the material, emotional and affective relationships.
Assemblage thinking has important methodological implications because it calls for
techniques to show not only how discourses help fashion the world, but also to the skills,
practices, emotions and affects. Chapter 3 outlined how this thesis therefore adopted a
mixed-qualitative approach that combined methods that provided ideas (semi-structured
interviews, web-sites, social media, books) as well as skills, practices and emotions (goalongs and ride-alongs, on-line content, social-media sites).
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Chapters 4, 5 and 6 addressed the research questions. Chapter 4 entitled ‘Discourse Analysis
of the 2008 Horse Management Plan’ investigated how the process through by which the
horse is known in the KNP by the NPWS. Chapter 4 outlined how the privileged or dominant
way of knowing the horse in the HMP is through scientific knowledge. Questions were raised
into the legitimacy of the scientific knowledge and evidence provided in the HMP. Drawing
on the obligation NPWS has to native species, the HMP sees the horse as a pest species that
does not belong. Chapter 4 also argued that silences exist such as the perspectives of those
in favour of alternate management practices such as brumby roping, along with the voices of
Indigenous persons.

Chapter 5 entitled ‘Horse Assemblages in the public debate’ identified through an analysis of
the material on two dominant ways the horse in the context of the KNP is known; as
‘brumby’ and as ‘feral’. The brumby assemblage relies on different sets of ideas including
the myth of wilderness, white settler cultural heritage and pastoral stewardship of the land.
Assembling the horse as brumby facilitated connections to the land and the past.
Furthermore, this reciprocal relationship between human and horse resulted in a strong
obligation to preservation of life. The horse as brumby was assembled as belonging within
KNP, and potentially managed through roping and running. However, there still remained
ambiguity if roping and running is a humane practice. In contrast, the process of assembling
the horse as feral, obligations were to the international significance of the ecosystems
present in KNP, not the horse. Chapter 5 also explored the politics of blame, providing a
range of views that claimed evidence of various processes being responsible for ‘damage’
and ‘impact’ in KNP.

Chapter 6 entitled ‘Assembling ‘brumbiness’’ provided insight into how people come to
experience brumbiness. Echoing previous studies of horse-human relationships, connections
that evoke a sense of brumbiness include cross-species communication, deeper
understandings in relation to training, and heightened levels of trust attributed to the
perceived unique temperament of the brumby.
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7.1

Policy Implications

This research could potentially be used as a constructive document in providing alternate
ways of thinking about horse management within a National Park. The critical discourse
analysis was not performed with the intention to discredit the NPWS, but rather to be used
constructively for future management plans. The range of references used within this thesis
could prove to be of guidance when seeking certain literature. Lastly, a more careful eye into
choice of evidence used in a future government report could be considered based on the
findings of this thesis.

7.2

Further Research

Identifying the lack of science and social science research on horses in KNP, this project has
opened a range of questions and future research opportunities. The fact that an Honours
thesis is limited to only 25,000 words left me struggling trying to work out how to compact
such a range of viewpoints and amazing stories into such a short amount of space. Future
research may focus on conducting an even more comprehensive analysis of narratives,
allowing more detailed accounts to come through as to how people’s experiences lead to
feelings of “brumbiness”. Also if given the opportunity to engage with more participants
through interview formats and from a wider range of stakeholders, it could provide valuable
data to insight into how these different stakeholders may overlap in areas, as described in
the paper by Whittaker & Mercer (2004) as “unlikely alliances”. With the new KNP HMP due
for release in 2015, the topic may become less political and therefore make governmental
staff members more available for research contribution. These voices are important as they
were admittedly under-represented in this current study due to both time and word count
constraints.

Alternatively, future research may further explore the practice of brumby running and
brumby roping. This control method was raised frequently in the debate and is highly
controversial. There are a wide range of opinions based on ethics, humaneness,
environmental impact and effectiveness. Ambiguity exists about with these practices; with
brumby advocates being both for and against the control method, and a NPWS ban on these
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practices since 1982 (despite the fact that Parks Victoria continues to use the practice).
Researching the history of brumby roping could be advantageous, along with a study on the
methods and successes of capture and rehoming. The heritage value of the practice
continues to be advocated by locals, even more than 30 years on from its cessation.
Research into this would give the opportunity for the local community with strong historic
ties to have a documented voice of scientific value to put towards the cause.

Future research may examine the connections people have to ‘wild’ horses in other
Australian states and national parks. Aerial culling that took place in The Kimberley involved
the cull of over 7000 horses, with a number of horses reported to have died slowly (Gribbin
2013). Although this made the papers, the community uproar was nothing compared to that
of the idea of horses being shot in KNP. It would be interesting to visit places around
Australia where ‘wild’ horses are present and compare people’s connections to them, and
whether or not they hold the same traits and characteristics of the Snowy Brumby.

A final suggestion would be going through historical archives to explore when the horse
became the iconic brumby worthy of preserving (for some). As old newspaper articles have
reported in the Introduction to this thesis, wild horses were treated and slaughtered with
practices considered inhumane by today’s standards. The romanticism of the brumby didn’t
occur till much later, and it seems that it wasn’t until the 2001 cull in Guy Fawkes NP, New
South Wales, that the true extent of the horse worth was brought to the surface. Australian
Government figures state that 30,000 – 40,000 horses are slaughtered each year in Australia
–mostly as wastage from the racing industry (Australian Horse Welfare and Rescue News
2015). So the question can be raised as to why a blind eye is turned to these staggering
numbers, but the idea of killing a horse in a National Park is so passionately condemned to
the point it becomes a political issue. So furthering on the research to explore at what point
in history the value of the brumby life became priority would be an interesting journey to
take.

With all the suggestions taken into consideration, it can be confidently proposed that the
tales and controversies of the Snowy Mountains Brumbies will likely carry on for some time.
To conclude this thesis I shall do so in the most fittingly cliché way possible.
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And down by Kosciusko, where the pine-clad ridges raise
Their torn and rugged battlements on high,
Where the air is clear as crystal, and the white stars fairly blaze
At midnight in the cold and frosty sky,
And where around the Overflow the reedbeds sweep and sway
To the breezes, and the rolling plains are wide,
The man from Snowy River is a household word-to-day,
And the stockmen [still!] tell the story of his ride.
A.B. “Banjo” Paterson, 1896 – The Man From Snowy River
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APPENDIX: A

Embodiment through entering the field
After driving around an hour and a half north-west of Cooma parked the car at Gooandra
Parking Area ready to commence our hike to the Gooandra Mountain Hut along the
Gooandra Fire Trail. It was along this trail that GS assured me that we would be most likely
to spot brumbies along the way. After a bit of mucking around trying to figure out whether
or not we would need jumpers due to the glorious
bluebird sunny day coupled with the cold breeze,
we eventually started on our walk. After about 15
minutes we made our first stop by a creek so GS
could take off her jumper to ditch behind a rock
since it quickly became evident she would not be
needing it. This was the first place where I saw evidence of brumby presence, in the form of
a small boggy area alongside the creek where brumbies have been frequenting for water.
This scene wasn’t a new one for me, as I recognised it from many anti-brumby articles as an
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example of damage being done by wild horses on the alpine landscape. I couldn’t help but
be a little bit disappointed by the site and question myself as to what exactly was so
negative about this impact and to what extent its severity was. I caught myself out being
biased towards the brumbies and thought about how differently I might have viewed this
scene if I were in different company and being taken out with someone specifically to be
shown how damaging brumbies are.
We continued on along the fire trail and there
became more evidence of brumby presence
in the form of hoof marks in the dirt. GS
pointed out the tiny tracks of what would be
a very young foal and I couldn’t help but be
awe struck over something I understood was
quite common, especially in country areas… but the fact that these were tracks not by any
horse but by brumbies, gave them an entire different meaning. Something wild, romantic
and magical.
Something that was less magical was the next evidence we were in brumby country were
the large deposits of Stallion manure that were strategically positioned at different locations
along the track, determining different herd territories. Some were old and crumbling
whereas others were freshly topped up
and that large that I’d struggle to be able
to step over them if I had to. Though not
magical, I’d be lying if I said I wasn’t
excited to see these manure deposits, as
I’d read about these behaviours of
stallions and I loved that I now had the
opportunity to see this for myself. Also
along the track, though nowhere near as
often as the manure hurdles, there were occasionally dusty bowl-like depressions caused my
horses returning to these sames spots to roll in the dirt and dust.
We walked for another half hour and GS showed me the brumby trails across the landscape
from where herds will walk single file from different locations throughout the day. GS
informed me that they will always return to the one location to sleep, then will travel
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throughout the day to different locations to graze and drink, and then return along their
track back to where they sleep in the afternoon. It was amazing to see how thin these trails
left by the brumbies were. For
such large animals their tracks
were probably a width of no
more than one foot, and it
fascinated me on how precise
they actually are. These perfect
lines cutting across the
landscape. GS let me in on her
tracking methods when she goes
out photographing on her own.
She said she’ll quietly follow these trails and know that eventually they will lead to where
the herd is, also these trails are the easiest route to follow when navigating the landscape,
due to brumbies taking the most direct route rather than zigzagging or curving around hills
or minor obstacles.
We continued to walk along the fire trail as I stared off aimlessly just keen to take in the
landscape and listen to the sounds while GS seemed to be processing a lot more than
myself. We were halfway through chatting and laughing about something when she
suddenly grabbed me tightly and
snapped “shh!” She froze, staring
at me while I stood looking at her
frozen in absolute shock and a
little fear at what we were hiding
from. Moving only her eyeballs she
pointed to a bush about four
metres away from where we were
stuck motionless. She whispered
“Move. Very. Very slowly. And hide behind that bush”. I stared back at her, I looked at the
bush using only my eyes, and then wondered what we were hiding from (I presumed a
brumby), and where on earth it was. I then wondered how I could get from my frozen
position to behind the bush without moving. I broke away from her gaze and talk one little
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shuffle in the direction of the bush. “Shh! Slowwly” GS reminded me. We slowly tiptoed tiny
step by tiny step, pausing between each tiny step, to the bush by the side of the track. My
heart was pounding, I was terrified and excited and had no idea what I was expecting to see.
Once hidden behind our bush she told me to peek over the top. I did as instructed and saw
ahead two brumbies, grazing by a very small creek. GS suggested that there may be their
herd close by and they might have just fallen behind. She instructed for me to take out my
camera and get some photos, but to make sure if either of the horses looked that I was to
remain motionless and if I did this they wouldn’t be able to distinguish me from the bush.
After snapping a few photos, without seeming to have noticed us or having been spooked by
anything, the two horses finished grazing and trotted off to what we thought was to join
their herd. GS and I waited for a moment then continued walking along the track. She told
me to keep my head down in (as directly to the right of the track was an ascent) so in case
there was still a brumby herd there we should try and remain unseen for as long as possible
to get the chance of some more shots. We couldn’t spot any more horses, but one of the
horses from before had spotted us. It turned out that the two horses were in fact a stallion
and his mare. The stallion’s head was just popping up over the hill to the right of us as he
watched us curiously. He
whinnied out for a response. GS
informed me that he was trying
to work out what we were as he
wasn’t entirely sure whether or
not we were ourselves a couple
of horses. When he didn’t get a
response curiosity got the
better of him and he marched
on forward with a powerful trot
to stand directly on top of the hill overlooking us. GS and I stood our ground and I raised my
camera to my eye not knowing whether to experience what was happening through the lens
of a camera or not. I watched and snapped shots as he pranced on towards us throwing his
head around. I never expected to get so close! My heart was pounding, I shook ever so
slightly as he advanced even further. Should I run? If I was alone I would definitely have ran
except GS still stood next to me standing her ground, so as long as she was I figured I must
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be safe. The stallion stopped advancing, whinnied some more, trotted back and forth with
his head throwing around high in the air and his tail raised and flowing behind him. It was
almost as if he saw the camera and were putting on some glorious dance for me to enjoy
and capture. He cantered off over the hill, then stopped again with only the top of his head
and ears pricked forward in view. GS and I retreated and continued our walk along the fire
trail.

With the sun belting down and our halfway mark passed we kept up the pace to finally arrive
at the mountain hut where we would stop for lunch. Before stopping to sit down GS
mentioned we should check the plain (Tantangara Plain) to see if we could spot any
brumbies. It only took a matter of a few metres walk away from the hut for us to hear the
sound of a whinny and the sight of a few horses off in the distance. Excitedly we sat down on
the steps of the hutting, looking out towards the plain and ate our lunch listening to the
sounds of the Australian bush. Birds whistling, trees occasionally rustling and brumbies
talking.

Eagerly we finished our lunch, left our bags by the hut and I grabbed my camera for the walk
over to the plain. Gitta briefed me on our approach and I snuck myself behind her, breathing
when she breathed, stepping when she stepped and freezing when she froze. By picking our
way along the trail by hiding behind
bush after bush we reached a point
where I would be able to snap
myself a reasonably okay shot of
the multi-coloured brumby herd
that stood grazing on the plain. We
continued to sneak up, with me
sneaking a photo with every new
tree we hid behind that allowed us
closer and closer. Occasionally the lead mare of the herd would pick up her head, prick her
ears forward and suss out what was going on. We’d freeze. She’d stare a little, then continue
grazing. A couple of times we would capture her attention and if she wasn’t too sure what
was going on, then in the same order a couple of other mares would lift their heads also.
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Then after all agreeing we were nothing but a tree or a strange bush, they would one by one
in the opposite order of them raising their heads, continue down to graze with the head
mare being the last to do so. After I had taken enough photos that I was content that I’d
have something to take back with me we decided to walk the last length of the hill down
that was unprotected by hiding tools. We still had no intention of scaring them, but just
decided to slowly approach until we felt that we were made aware of but not enough to
cause a stir. Still very slowly we made our way closer and closer. The lead mare pricked up,
then the next in line, followed by the next and then soon about half the heard had their
heads up and ears pricked forward wondering what strange creatures were slowly walking
into their territory. We stopped. Then, without warning the head mare with her foal took off
in a canter at the front and in a beautifully choreographed sequence the entire herd got into
position and once in place followed the lead. The herd had surprisingly broken into two
sections, with the closer half breaking off and jumping the creek in front of us and the
further section running down a gully. I felt really bad for causing this sort of response and
trouble but GS told me to try and capture some photos of them leaping the creek and to just
admire the way they work together. She said there would be a safe place that they all run to
to regroup and graze
at. What came to
our surprise was
there was another
small herd located
near this herd, and
they must have been
blocking the clear
path to this herd’s
safety gathering point. So with what seemed like it must have taken enormous effort the
giant herd of every coloured horse imaginable galloped its way around the few grazing
horses further back, they made their way to the very end of the plain where they made a
large U and doubled back at a higher elevation up the next hill and continued galloping back
to reach their point on the hill directly opposite to the one on which GS and I stood. There
they stopped, looked across to where we stood (although I can’t possibly believe that they
could have seen that far), and then they decided to gallop on for a little bit further. By
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following their track we were able to spot not only the one but two other very small herds of
no more than half a dozen also making use of the plain. It was funny to see them continue
on grazing un-phased by the fact that a group of at least 20 brumbies had galloped passed
them. Obviously their mare hadn’t raised an alarm, nor their stallion, so why should they be
interrupted by the tasty Tantangarra grass. Once again I made note of my racing heart from
the excitement of what I had witnessed. NEVER did I expect to be treated to quite a
spectacular show.
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APPENDIX: B

Brumby Advocacy Groups:


Australian Brumby Alliance (http://australianbrumbyalliance.org.au/)



Australian Brumby Research Unit (http://www.wildhorseresearch.com/)



Hoofs 2010 (http://www.hoofs2010incorporated.com/about-us.html)



Hunter Valley Brumby Association (http://www.hvba.com.au/)



Save the Brumbies (http://www.savethebrumbies.org/)



Wild Horse Journal (http://maeleesun.com)

Facebook Groups and Pages


Snowy Mountain Brumby Sustainability and Management Inc.



Kosciuszko brumby and horse camp conservationists



Snowy Brumby Heritage



Barmah Heritage Brumby Awareness Group



Hoofs2010 Inc. Brumby Rescue



Snowy Mountains Bush Users Group (SMBUG)



Aerial Culling Australian Wild Horses



Wild Horse Journal



The Wild Horse Conspiracy



BRUMBIESRUS
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APPENDIX: C

Interview intentions:
I wish to access the different sets of ideas that lead to the various understandings of
environmental damage. In particular my focus groups will be NPWS staff, brumby people
(stockmen, locals, advocates) and interested members of the scientific community.
To complement the interviews I also wish to be offered the opportunity to go into the field
with different parties to be shown what they believe is damage.

Exploring life narrative of working/being in the park
What do you do in the park?


How long have you been doing this?



Does this involve horses?

Where does this normally take you within the park?


Trace/hi-light on map



What areas are most familiar for you

I’m interested in the relationship between identity and place.
How do you see yourself whilst you are within the park? (Eg I see myself as a different
person depending on where I am, such as my work self in comparison to my home self)


Does this identity create tensions with how you interact with horses within the park?



When you see horses what emotions/feelings do they arouse?
(Exciting/mundane/annoyance)

Environmental perspectives
What is your understanding of environmental management?


Where did you get these ideas from? ie books/policies/practice

What is your understanding of environmental damage?


Where did you learn about this? ie books/policies/practice

What is your understanding of the way in which KNP is managed?


Are there any tensions in your understanding?

What is your understanding of the environmental damage within KNP?
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What do you believe is the extensiveness of damage in regards to activities such as
bike riders, skiing, bushwalkers, dam water release, snowy scheme in comparison to
horses
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APPENDIX: D
Interview Participants
Participant Pseudonym
Thredbo Rider

Heritage Crusader

Interview Date
and Location
3rd November
2014.
Participant’s
house
13th January
2015. Local Café
in Jindabyne

Role within KNP
Tourism operator working on a horse riding
school that borders KNP. Also breaks in and
adopts horses removed from the Park.
“I do a lot of riding with my family in the
mountains and have done for 35, nearly 40
years. Umm, besides looking for brumbies
and watching brumbies, I used to do a lot of
photography of brumbies…
I do it for the purposes of researching my
own family history. Cause there’s a lot of
family history that is in the park and
unfortunately a lot of it is not recognised, and
there’s no signage to say such and such a hut
was here and who lived in it and who built it
and that sort of stuff. I guess it’s just going to
those places and hearing the stories that go
with it.”
Participant is also the founding and lifelong
member of the SMHRA.

Aerial Photographer

NPWS1

NPWS2

21st August
2014.
Participant’s
house
3rd November
2014. NPWS
office in
Jindabyne
4th November
2014. NPWS
office in
Queanbeyan

Brumby photographer, both aerial and onground. Keen hiker and horse rider within
KNP.
Ranger allocated to the Piller Wilderness area
within the Snowy River area and KNP.
Worked on and off at KNP since 1989, but
permanently in the area since 2007.
Current title is Senior Threatened Species
Officer but prior to that was working for
Parks and Wildlife primarily undertaking
various flora monitoring. Has worked for KNP
since 2006.
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APPENDIX: E
Narrative Sources
Reference
number in
results table

Source Description

1

‘Protecting the Snowies’ Website (accessed 2014) ‘My four wonderful
brumbies’ -Saffie
‘Protecting the Snowies’ Website (accessed 2014) ‘My Perspective’ –
Heritage Horses
‘Protecting the Snowies’ Website (accessed 2014) ‘Brumbies own my
heart’ -zithenz
‘Protecting the Snowies’ Website (accessed 2014) ‘Kosciuszko Nova’ Janet
‘Protecting the Snowies’ Website (accessed 2014) ‘How I caught the
Brumby Bug’ –HVBA Vice President
‘Protecting the Snowies’ Website (accessed 2014) ‘Brumbies in the
Blood!’ -Donna
‘Protecting the Snowies’ Website (accessed 2014) ‘Brumbies stole my
heart’ -Bel
‘Protecting the Snowies’ Website (accessed 2014) ‘Sensible. Cal.
“Thinking” horses. Australia’s living legends’ -Jefffrey
‘Protecting the Snowies’ Website (accessed 2014) ‘Brumbies… The
safest Horse for my Daughter’ -Sharlone
‘Protecting the Snowies’ Website (accessed 2014) ‘I love my Brumby
herd!’ -Julie Cleary
‘Protecting the Snowies’ Website (accessed 2014) ‘I lost my heart to a
Brumby…….’ -HeilanLassie
‘Protecting the Snowies’ Website (accessed 2014) ‘My Beloved and
Beautiful Brumbies’ -BrumbiesRock
‘Protecting the Snowies’ Website (accessed 2014) ‘Humans require
rescuing too’ -Lucinda
‘Protecting the Snowies’ Website (accessed 2014) ‘My best mate
Cowboy’ -Chapman
‘Protecting the Snowies’ Website (accessed 2014) ‘Brumbies the
great allround riding horse’ -GCNaturalHorsemanship
Massey & Sun (2013) ‘Through the eyes of a horse’ pp30-32
Massey & Sun (2013) ‘Understanding instinct’ pp43-45
Massey & Sun (2013) ‘Adventures of Narnia’ pp63-65
Massey & Sun (2013) ‘King of the brumbies’ pp68-71
Massey & Sun (2013) ‘My laugh-a-minute brumby’ pp72-75
Massey & Sun (2013) ‘She’s Mistry to us’ pp86-89
Massey & Sun (2013) ‘Big D’ pp91-94
Massey & Sun (2013) ‘A joker, but nobody’s fool’ pp99-101
Massey & Sun (2013) ‘Twinkle twinkle my little Brumby star’ pp130132
Aerial Photographer interview transcription
Thredbo Rider interview transcription

2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
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APPENDIX: F
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APPENDIX: G
Legislation cover horses in KNP (DEC 2007)
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