Figure B.1

The Round Table postcard: recto
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Figure B.2
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Figure B.2

‘Cliffs of Moher. Co. Clare’. Postcard. Valentine, Dublin. Colourtone Series. Year:

Unknown.

This is the exact VValentine series postcard image as the Round Table postcard in question.
The postcard serial number, bottom right, is identical to the Townsville card: 39734 JV (in

circle). The postcard size is 14 x 9 cm.

Although the image is identical, the top caption lettering and content is different, and this is
a different print edition to the Liscannor-Townsville postcard—it carries a title, top right,
without the description of the Cliffs. The verso of the card is not shown or described in the

collection record.

Although this is the closest match to the postcard, the year of publication or issue is

‘Unknown’. Note the condition of the Round Table: damaged and incomplete.

Source: Clare County Library Postcard Collection. Local Studies Centre, Clare Collection
Item: PC_CL267759 Cliffs of Moher, Co. Clare; File: 00004945.jpg

Collection Webpage:
http://foto.clarelibrary.ie/fotoweb/Grid.fwx?archiveld=5013&position=1&search;
Accessed 01 December 2011/ 10 January 2014
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Figure B.3
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Figure B.3

‘Cliffs of Moher, Co. Clare’. Postcard, colour, glossy (13.9 x 8.8 cm). Valentine & Sons
Ltd.

The photo-based background image is identical to the Townsville postcard, but the standing
viewing couple is absent. The Round Table is in the exact same state of damage. The series
number (39734 JV) is identical to both the Townsville postcard and Figure B.2.

This version is accompanied by the Museum repository date 1910-1920.

Were the woman and man removed from the image to produce this postcard? Or were they
added to this background, to compose the Round Table postcard image? Was it created by
double exposure? Research has also revealed that artists were employed by the printing
company Valentine & Sons to touch up negatives (University of St Andrews 2012). |
suggest from closer examination of the digitised image at high resolution, with the facility
to zoom in on details, that the standing couple might be artist hand-painted additions to the
original photographic ‘topographic view’. This could be used to create a new collotype print

series.

The verso indicates that this is a Valentine’s ‘Carbo Colour’ Postcard, from Valentine &
Sons Ltd., Scotland and London, and that it was printed in Scotland (Limerick City

Museum item notes).

Source: Limerick City Museum, Ireland

Item Identifier: 1990.0145

Collection webpage: http://museum.limerick.ie/index.php/Detail/Object/Show/object_id/10339;
accessed 1 December 2011
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Figure B.4
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Figure B.4

‘Cliffs of Moher, Co. Clare’. Black and white photograph; 21 x 15 cm. Robert French
(photographer). Lawrence Collection (1880-1914).

This is a photographic print, not a postcard. The date range 1880-1914 pertains to the
whole Lawrence Collection of photographs. The photographer Robert French was active in
making photographs for the Lawrence Studio, Dublin across these 34 years. The useful

upper date here is 1914.

Of interest is the intact, undamaged condition of the Round Table. This image clearly
predates the original photograph of this location depicted in the Round Table Valentine

original, and the postcard versions shown in Figures B.2 and B.3.

Collection Source: National Library of Ireland, Lawrence Collection of Photographs via Clare
County Library

Image Name: WL_CL692509 Cliffs of Moher

File: 00012194.jpg

Clare county Library Fotoweb page:
http://foto.clarelibrary.ie/fotoweb/Grid.fwx?archiveld=5005&position=1&search=

Accessed: 01 December 2011/ 10 January 2014
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Figure B.5
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Figure B.5

‘Cliffs of Moher, Co. Clare’. Black and white postcard. Lawrence, Dublin, circa 1910.

This is a Lawrence (Dublin) postcard rendered from the black and white photograph in

Figure B.4. It carries the Lawrence studio number 630. Date of attribution attached is 1910.

Usefully, given that this postcard rendition is circa 1910, this dates the original photograph
(Robert French, Lawrence Collection) as pre-1910. This slightly narrows the date range to
1880 to circa 1910.

It can be concluded that prior to 1910, the Round Table was intact and undamaged,

although no more precision in date can be given to this image.

Collection Source: Clare County Library (Ireland), Postcard Collection

Item: PC_CL297512 Cliffs of Moher

Studio Catalogue Number: 630

Collection webpage:
http://foto.clarelibrary.ie/fotoweb/Grid.fwx?archiveld=5013&position=1&search;
Accessed 01 December 2011/ 10 January 2014
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Figure B.6
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Figure B.6

‘Cliffs at Moher. County Claire. (i.e. Clare), Ireland. Photochrom colour print. Dated
between ca. 1890 and ca. 1900. Detroit Publishing Co., 1905.

Photomechanical colour photochrom print. Forms part of the *Views of Ireland’
photochrom print series by the Detroit Publishing Co. Collection notes record the date
created/published as between ca. 1890 and ca. 1900. The title of the print (print number
*12111), is from the publishing company and is dated ‘1905’.

This image is the Lawrence Collection image shown in Figures B.4 (original photograph)
and B.5 (postcard). Usefully, the date range of the original Lawrence Collection photograph
is narrowed to the decade 1890-1900. This renders it a late Victorian record of the Round
Table site. Note the intact, undamaged condition of the table and benches. This clearly
predates the later VValentine postcard series, including the Townsville postcard, in which the
Round Table is evidently damaged. This evidences that the Cliffs and Round Table image

used in the Valentines postcards is certainly later than 1890, and feasibly later than 1900.

Source Repository: Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Division Washington, D.C.
20540 USA

Prints and Photographs Online Catalogue (PPOC)

Photocom Print Collection

Call Number: LOT 13406, no. 020 [item] [P&P]

http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/pp.print

Source (Image): http://loc.gov/pictures/resource/ppmsc.09847/

Digital ID: digital file from original - ppmsc 09847 http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/ppmsc.09847
Source (Item information): http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2002717369/

Accessed: 20 December 2013; 20 August 2014

(Rights advisory: No known restrictions on publication).
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Figure B.7
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Figure B.7

‘Cliff of Moher, Lahinch, Co. Clare’. Black and white photographic postcard. VValentine,

Dublin. Date unknown.

The repository description is ‘View of Cliffs of Moher looking South West with three
people and round table in foreground’ (see source below). This is a black and white
photographic postcard (not a photo-based collotype) created by Valentine & Sons Ltd.,
(Dublin).

Compared with the original Round Table postcard image, and its replicas in Figures B.2 and
B.3, the table site is in a more advanced state of damage and disintegration. No benches
have intact backrests remaining. Several show just fragments of horizontal backrest
supports still attached to the vertical uprights. It is clearly a wet day (the table top); not one

for sitting down or lingering with a picnic.

Valentine & Sons returned to publishing real photographic postcards circa 1910, but the
image may have been taken earlier or later than this. See Figure B.8 which suggests a date

ca. 1910, or even earlier.

Source Collection: Clare County Library, Postcard Collection
Item Identifier: PC_CL237472 (00001244.jpg)
Source webpage: www. foto.clarelibrary.ie/fotoweb
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Figure B.8
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Figure B.8

‘Cliffs of Moher. Four people seated at round table on the Cliffs of Moher’.
Black and white photograph, 12.3 x 9.8cm. George Unthank Macnamara (photographer).
Circa 1910.

This is a reliably sourced and dated print from the Irish photographer George Unthank
Macnamara, and part of the larger Macnamara Collection of Clare photographs. As such it

has been reliably dated as ca. 1910.

This gives a clear gauge of the condition of the Round Table (with benches) ca. 1910. It is
very similar to that visible in Figure B.7. Metal bench uprights have some fragments of
backrest horizontals remaining. The photographic postcard image of Figure B.7 may also be

ca. 1910, or earlier.

Repository: Clare County Library, Macnamara Collection

Image Name: Cliffs of Moher MN_CL692536

Clare County Library, Fotoweb: 00000627.jpg

Source: http://foto.clarelibrary.ie/fotoweb/Grid.fwx?archiveld=5010&position=1&search=
Accessed 10 January 2014
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Figure E.2. The Solar Trunk, unpacked.

(Refer to the description on the previous page).
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