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Is he likely to offer much relief to his flock? On the flight back to Rome from the Philippines, and based on NM Subscriber Spor
what he had seen there, the Pope said he didn't expect people “to be like rabbits”, a statement of basic '

Church teaching told with a little compassion.

But is a little compassion enough? Much will depend upon what goes on behind the scenes in the Vatican
in the months and even years ahead. If Pope Francis was well briefed and looked carefully at what he saw
and listened intently to what was said to him, he might have gained some insight into the labyrinth of
deceit and impunity which the Philippines has become in recent times.

This large conglomeration of the (almost) faithful includes inspiring clergy and lay teachers, and many
dedicated and tireless champions of the poor and needy. But it also encompasses everything Pope Francis
has announced himself to be against in his crusade to redeem the church.

Meanwhile the spectre of liberation theology (LT) still seems to haunt the archipelago.

An import from Latin America, where former Cardinal Bergoglio became caught between its idealism and
the excesses of military dictatorship, it became prominent during the Martial Law years and immediately
after the overthrow of Marcos.

Catholics for National Liberation (CNL) remains a member of the revolutionary National Democratic Front
(NDF). But LT has been criticized for ignoring the special plight of women.

Filipinas are crying out for equity and justice on a range of issues from family planning and divorce to
labor law reform and greater opportunities for women. And was the pope truly propounding some form of
liberation theology behind the scenes during his visit? More likely that the rabidly conservative Philippine
hierarchy will have construed something of this in his message - and begun preparing to resist such

change at all costs.

The pontiff has been invited back to the Philippines to attend the 51st Eucharistic Congress in Cebu in
January next year. If he ignores what he learned on this visit, there will be another million or so Filipinos
waiting to greet him, poverty will be even worse, and the environment more damaged, whatever the

spinmeisters of the Millennial Development Goals will attempt to prove.

And the Catholic Church will be even further from achieving relevance and moral leadership in this
benighted archipelago.

Dr Peter M. Sales is an honorary fellow in the Faculty of Arts, Law and the Humanities at the University of
Wollongong and spends much of his time researching in the southern Philippines.
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