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by exceptional storms, when viewed as a whole,
only catastrophic tsunami overwashing adequately
accounts for the complete suite of forms. This cer-
tainly applies to the presence of large- and small-
scale bedrock-sculptured terrain described in this
paper. Identical bedrock-sculptured features have
been extensively reported in the literature for sub-
glacial and catastrophic river flows. The similarity
in bedrock-sculpturing amongst the three types of
landscapes is impressive; however, the main differ-
ence between small-scale tsunami-sculptured fea-
tures and subglacial ones is their opposing orienta-
tion. This can be attributed to the unconfined
nature of tsunami overwashing on coastal head-
lands. While the literature on subglacial flow sup-
ports the arguments presented here, hopefully the
fact that such features can form in a non-glaciated
coastal region will also lend credence to the spatial
models being constructed for significant subglacial
flow under Last Glacial icecaps in the northern
hemisphere.

It is unusual that most of the bedrock-
sculpturing features reported here have not been
noted in the coastal literature before. The features
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should not be unique to the New South Wales
coast because other world coastlines are known to
have been affected by large tsunami. The North
Sea coastline affected by the Storegga slide in the
mid-Holocene, the islands in the Hawaii region af-
fected by mega-slides throughout the Pleistocene,
the Sanriku coast and Ryukyu Islands of Japan, and
the western North American coastline where tsu-
nami sedimentation has been documented for the
Late Holocene should be examined systematically
and more broadly for supportive evidence.
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